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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 



It is vith conaideiBble diffidence' we presume to Isf 
jonrimpeifectlaboius before tliemnld. Weueeoo- 
scious that many defects will be found in our Narra> 
tive, both as regards its style and umngememt ; but 
TK are eqo&lly sensible that a British Public tie to 
be onr judges, and on thdr candour and generosity 
wa c(«fidently rely. Surdy whan our coontcynien re- 
flect, even for a. moment, on the disadvantages agunst 
which we had to stiug^, and the difEculties under 
libich ive laboured, Ihey vrill not exercise too much 
severity of criticism. 

An dd poet im|mtes the &ultE of some of his poetry 
to his misfortunes, and says that good verses never 
flow but from a serene and composed spirit. Per- 
haps the same apology may with propriety be of- 
fered for onr unpreiending labours. Though we 
have adverted to the fact but seldom, nevertheless 
thioughout nearly the wh<de of our painful joumejb 
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we were both indisposed in a greater or less degree. 
In short, a very few days only had elapsed after our 
landing at Badagry, when we began to feel the 
debilitating effects of the African climate, and to 
experience a d^ree of languor which not even the 
warmest enthusiasm could wholly overcome. It is 
almost unnecessary to add, that our spirits often sank 
"under the depressing influence of this powerful ad- 
■versary, whose inroads on our constitutions we had 
no means of resisting. 

We therelbre humbly submit the following nar- 
rative to the public, without further apology for any 
deficiency of style or expression which may be dis- 
-covered in it. It- has at least the merit of a lailhful 
aecount, for our journals were invariably written on 
the spot at the close' of each day, and in all our 
observations, to the best of our belief, we adhered 
reli^ously to the truth. 

We have only to add, thai since returning to our 
native country, we have made no alterations, nor 
. introduced a single sentence in the original manu- 
script of our traveb; simply because it nas in> 
limated to us, that the Public would prefer it 
in that state, however faulty in style, rather than a 
-more elaborate nturalive, which might gain less in 
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elegance than it nould lose in accuracy and vifidness 
of description. 

We think it necesaaiy, however, to say, that the 
task of blending our journals into one, as well aa 
constructing liie map of our route through the coun- 
try, has Iwen performed by Lieutenant Becher, of 
the Royal Navy, to whom we offer our sincere 
thanks, not only for the performance of these labo- 
rious services, but also for his friendly aid and 
valuable suggestions in many other points connected 
with the production of these volumes. 

Richard and John Landeb. 



London. Feb. 1S32. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Op the numerous acquifntMms tlrat geography 
has made since the revived of letters and the 
extension of conmierce, there are but few whkih 
have resulted from desi^, however well con- 
ceived, or from the direct attempts of travellers, 
however perseveringly pm-sued. The discovery 
of America was indeed a splendid example of 
both eulightened conception and heroic eflbrt, 
crowned with success ; and the unabated ardour 
with which this country has persisted in seefa* 
ing for the river Niger, and in tracing its course-, 
may .w^ be adduced as another illustrious in- 
stance. 

Among the difficulties inseparable from the 
lot of travellers, those arising from climate 
may be considered as the most formidable. 
The immediate presence of some imminent 
danger of a transient nature, cannot be com- 
pared with the secret and incessant operations 
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of an unhealthy climate, and no climate more 
than that of Africa is noted for its fatal effects 
on Europeans. The slow prioress of discovery 
in Africa has hitherto arisen, principally, from 
this cause. While other countries, further 
removed from civilized Europe, have welcomed 
the researches of the scientific traveller, and 
amply rewarded him with their riches, Africa, 
has spumed him from her soil by the destruc- 
tive tendency of her climate, or the treachery 
of her people. 

As long as any fact is excluded from the 
knowledge of man, he who is in search of it 
will supply the deficiency by his own conclu- 
sions, which will be more or less distant from it, 
according to his favourite opinions. There can 
be n» better illustration of this, than in the in- 
stance afforded by the Joliba, Quorra, or Niger, 
The termination of this river was entirely un- 
known until the completion of the recent expe- 
dition ; and certainly no geographical problem, 
excepting periiaps that of the celebrated North- 
West Passage, had given rise to so many oppo- 
site theories, or had employed the conjectures 
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of SO many learned meu. ' Since Pari<.'8 first 
discovery of the Joliba, every pcant of the com- 
pass has been assmned for the ulterior course 
and termination of that river,' says an able 
writer in the Quarterly Reoiew, justly con- 
sidered as the enlightened advocate and sin- 
cere friend of geographical discovery. And 
however wrong, as the same writer agrees, sub- 
sequent discovery has proved this ' speculative 
geography' to have been, it is not to be 
regarded as useless. Theories may be fer 
short of the truth; but while they display 
the ingenuity and reasoning powers of their 
Authors, they tend to keep ahve that spirit oi 
inquiry and thirst for knowledge, wiiich ter- 
minates in discovery ; probably but for this 
4rause, the present might yet have been delayed 
many years. 

Much difference of opinion prevails amon^ 
well informed and experienced ge<^raphers, as 
to the early notices in history of this question- 
able river. Herodotus, emphatically styled 
the ' Father cf Historians,' states in his ' Geo- 
graphy (^ Africa,' that s(nne young Nasa- 

voi,. I. b 
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moniais, a petite wbo dwelt in tlie tiarth of 
Afnca, <Mi die borders <^ the Mediteiranean, 
traveled in a westerly direction from a part of 
I^ypt, until ihey came to a lai^ river fiJl 
of crocodiles, and flowing towards the riung 
Bun, and that they w«re oonducted by the 
natives to a «onsid«ttble city, ntuated on its 
banlra. The difficulty haB been to identify the 
track of these travelleKi, and th^ account of 
what they saw, with what is now known of 
the river lately discovered, and the part of 
Africa in whidi it is situated. It is contended 
by the wnter before alkided to, whooe opi- 
nion is entitled to mui^ deference, from his 
especial acquaintance with African geography^ 
that these young men, foy travelling due 
west from Bilma, the part of E^ypt from 
whence they are supposed to have set out, 
could never have reached the Quorra, which 
they are supposed by some to have done, and 
to have called the Niger. The difficulty of 
even det^^ning one point to be due west of 
another, at that early period, Edlbrds grounds 
tor doubting that such a course in its literal 
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sense coidd have beenmeant, and it would have 
beeu oezt to impas»ble for Ikem to have 
avoided going either to the north or fouth of 
that directiaii. ITie snt^ect lias been ably 
treated by Lieutenant-Colonel Leake, in a 
voluminous paper read to the Geographical 
Society at the first jneetiog of the present 
aeaaou. Colonel Leake states, that by travel- 
ling in a direotioQ not further to the south than 
west-south-west, or half way between west and 
south-weat from Bilma, the travellers might 
have arrived at the river; and he considem 
the city to which they were conducted, to have 
been no other than Timbuctoo. 

At this early period, which was nearly five 
hundred years before the Christian era, when 
the Nile, from its vast magnitude, chiefly occu- 
pied the Erflention of ancient writers, it was 
natural for them to conclude, as the river dis- 
covered by these travellers was stated to flow 
iiom the west, that its waters reached the 
higher branches of this river. The fact 
of the Nile, in an early part of its course, 
b 2 
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flowing also from the west, favoured the con- 
clusion; and hence the first error concerning 
it was promulgated hy Herodotus, in having 
" considered it to be a distant source of the Nile. 
Discovery has proved that Herodotus, allowing 
for the period in which he wrote, possessed con- 
siderable knowledge of the geography of Africa, 
however he might have fallen into error here, 
and this circumstance gave additional w^M 
to his opinions. 

Little notice is taken of the Niger by Strabo, 
bui Pliny treats largely upon this river. After 
conducting it in an easterly direction from its 
source in lower Mauritania, through sandy 
■deserts, sometimes flowing over them, and at 
-others disappearing beneath them, he brings it 
to the Nile of Egypt, and coincides in the 
original opinion of Herodotus, that the Niger 
and the Nile are one and the same river. But 
the most reasonable geographer of his time is 
Mela, who, while he nearly coincided in the 
general opinion as to the source of the Niger, 
sdler making it flow from west to east, acknow- 
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\edge& with becoming candour, that when it 
reaches the centre of the continent, no one 
knew what became of it. He justly deprecates 
as fabulous the idea of its flowing beneath 
sands, and attributes such an opinion to the 
want of knowledge, respecting it in different 
parts of its course. 

Ptolemy, who was the first to break through 
the imaginary bond which united the Niger 
and the Nile, unhappUy had no other support, 
to his pretensions of any knowledge respecting 
the former. His accomit of the Niger is so 
vague, as to make it difficult even to determine 
the course which he supposed it to take. He 
adhered to the former opinion respecting its 
general direction, and considered as one river 
the streams of several. 

Such were the confused accounts of the earlier 
writers on geography respecting this mysterious 
river, when the dissolution of the Roman empire 
produced a total change in the opinions con- 
cerning it, and made them still more incom- 
prehensible. The Arabians had now spread 
themsdves over northern Africa, and by their 



wandering habits were ealculafed to acquire* 
more information eonceming it than therr- 
predee«s3or9. Th^ have aecordingty giveB 
iuDer accounts of the get^raphy of the country; 
but in those ofthe Niger are not more fortunate 
l^n their predecessors. The Ofnnions of Abnl- 
feda and Edrisi, their most celebrated geogra-- 
phers, were totsdly different from- those of tiie 
fonner writers. Instead of allowing the Niger 
an easterly course, they conadered its sonrce as 
identical with that of the Nile, and bestowed 
on each the same name. The Nile of 5%ypt 
they supposed to nm nortfaeriy into the Medi- 
terranean, while for the Niger they assumed a 
westerly course across the whole continent, 
until it reached the Atlantic ocean, or ' Sea of 
Darkness;' and, to distinguish it from the 
former, they named it the ' Nile of the Ne- 
groes.' It is difficult to imagine how such an 
hypothesis as this could have been received. 
The idea of the river flowing to the east might 
be easily admitted, in comparison with it, as a 
considerable part of its course is actually in that 
direction, and as much of it as was likely to be 
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known to tbe aaoieat get^raphers. Aa no part 
of it, except that near the Delt«, &ows to the 
w^sts//ssd, some other river thaa the Niger must 
have been meaat. 

Tbe state of Eun^ at tlus period vas ill 
calculated to thr&n any light <H) this intoesting 
^tcestioD, and, therefore, it lay ne^ected and 
concealed in. obeeuiity. Maritime discovery at 
length prtBiueed ta aehiere what vraa not to 
be expected by other nieaim ; and the Pcatu- 
guese^ in pursuit of commerce, under the £ivour- 
able auspices of their enlightened sorereigns 
ef the fifteenth century, enlarged the know- 
ledge (£ African geogra^^y. Intent on car- 
lying on their oonquesta in India, the Portu- 
guese were compelled to pass the coaata o( this 
coBlinent, and in their jH^igress they founded 
many settlements, from which discov^y was 
extended into the interior. 

Leo Airicanu^ a native of Granada, in Spain, 
was well acquiunted with Arabkin literature, 
and assigned a westerly ctnirse to the Niger. 
He differs from the Arabians only in its source, 
which he pkoes to the west of that of the Nile. 



He considered theNiger to take its rise in alake- 
mtuated to the south of Bomou, from whence- 
he believed that it flowed to the westward,' 
until it reached the Atlantic ocean. The Por- 
tuguese, in their discoveries on the western 
coast of Africa, found successively the mouths- 
of the Senegal, the Gambia, and the Rio- 
Grande. The situation of these riters favoured 
the supposition of the westerly course of th© 
Niger, and they were accordingly considered as 
the channels by which it entered the Atlantic 
ocean. 

The intercourse of the Portuguese with the 
natives of the Sen^al and Gambia, as well as 
their coramunicaticms with Timbuetoo, did not 
suffice to point out to them this error, and it has 
been perpetuated in all their maps. A remark- 
able circumstance, however, may here be ob- 
served concerning the position of Timbnctoo. 
This city b placed so near the sea, as to excite 
suspicion of its being the same as that on the 
Niger, and another place named Tamboucanee, 
on the Senegal, is mentioned as answering their 
Timbuetoo. On the whole, therefore, although 
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it cannot be doubted that the Portuguese ob-: 
tained a coDsiderable store of information re- 
specting the Niger, they appear to have turned 
it to little account. 

Of all those who have devoted their attention ■ 
to Africa, the French ge<^raphers, De Lisle, 
and D'Anville, have evinced more care and 
thought than any other. De Lisle adopts the : 
course assigned to the Niger by the Arabians 
in his map of the worid in the year 1700, and: 
HI his majxof Soudan, or Nigritia, published ia. 
1745, preserves the same; while, in another 
map of the world, published in 1714, he gives 
the sources both of the Niger and Senegal. 
The latter he makes ta run westward, and th& 
former eastward; and it is rather extraor- 
dinary that, so late as 1745, he should have- 
persevered in the old error. Whether the 
second separation of the Niger in the west from 
the Senegal, as the first had been in the east 
from the Nile, is due to De Lisle or not, D'An- 
ville, in 1749, follows it up in his map of Africa,, 
published at that time. In this map, D'An- 
ville places the source of the Senegal in the. 
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same pontion as I>a Lisle, and the source of 
the Niger he places a Iktkt to the eastward €£ 
it. Ilwy each awnroetleir jwoper courae,— - 
the former to the west, and the latter to the 
east, as far aa Wangara, nhere it ia met by 
smother ^ream* oonung ia the opposite direo- 
tioB. The Niger^ w Nile t£ the Negroes is 
stated in the same map. aecordiiig to Edrisi, as 
tAking' its rise dose to the source ot the Nile, 
and running in a Dortb-weet diitectiQi^ till it tei- 
minsites in. tii6 Iiake o£ Bonsou. D'AimHc^ 
in the mean tii)ie> entered deeply into the quea< 
tion of the rivers in the interiec of Airica, and,. 
in 1755, commanicated the result of lua labours 
to the French Acaden^. 
* Thus the sounie of the Niger, as well 
as it» conrse, remained in obscurity until 
English geographers and travellers took the 
field. An entirely new era in the prt^ress of 
African geography now commienced; and, to 
the' hononr of Great Britain, a number of 
wealthy and pWlaRthropic ini£riduals formed 
themselves, in the year 1788, into a society, 
for the express purpose (^ prtanoting dis- 
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ct>v«ry in that caantry. Tbs neeessarj faads 
ibr the assistance of travellers were provided by 
this body, and intelligent individuals were (Hily 
required to carry threir designs into execution, 
llie first and ptineipal object which octiupied 
their attention, was the solutitm of the grand 
pn^lem respecting the course and termiuatioa 
of the Niger, and a reward was promised to Hve- 
P^^on 1^10 should succeed in determining thera. 
The first persni who was dispatched on this 
HHsaion, under the auspices of the African As- 
sociation, was Mr. John Ledyard, aa Anwriccui 
by bath, and one who was g^^ with an ex- 
traordinary desire tar travelling. He had 
already been round the irorld with Captain 
Coo^ ami had undergone liardshi|ffi and priva- 
tions in a journey that he performed in Kuesia, 
which, as the exploits of a single traveller, 
stand unrivalled. Ledyard met the proposids 
of the aaaociati<Hi vrilii promptness and deci- 
sion, and departed for Africa in June 1788. 
SiHne idea may be formed of this extraordinary 
man, from his communication to a friend on 
the morning of his departure — ' I am ac- 
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customed,' said he, ' .to hardships; I have, 
known both hunger and nakedness to the 
utmost extremity of human suffeiing. I have 
known what it b to have food given me as 
charity to a madman; and I have at times 
been obliged to shelter myself under the 
miseries of that character, to avoid a greater 
calamity.' Such were the words of Ledyard, 
qnd his performances had been no less remark- 
able. His instructions were to penetrate into 
Africa by the way of Egypt, and to traverse; , 
the continent in the latitude of the Niger, lu: 
pursuit of this, Ledyard reached Cairo in the. 
month of August following, — where, becoming 
impatient and vexed by the delay of the- 
caravan with which he was to have travelled, 
bis anxious mind sunk under disappointment, 
and an illness quickiy terminated his career. ■ 
Ijcdyard possessed, in an eminent degree, the; 
daring spirit so requisite for such an under-, 
taking; but was deficient in patience, a virtue 
which is peculiarly required in an African: 
traveller. 
. The next person who went to Africa, to 
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explore the Niger, was Mr. Lucas, llie 
journey of this traveller, which took place in 
the foUomng year, is remarkable for the 
additions which he contributed to African 

■gec^raphy, according to information which 
he obtained from the Arabs, although he did 
not penetrate farther to the south than Me- 

' surata, a place five days' journey from Tripoli. 

■ In his account of the Fezzan merchants, who 

■ crossed the Niger at a ferry two miles south of 
Cassena, by allowing for the geographical in- 
accuracies of the time, may probably be dis- 
cerned the ferry of Comie, below Boossa, or 

"that of Rabba, mentioned in the following^ 
journal. The account, however, which Mr. 

' Lucas gave of the course of the Niger, is not 
confirmed by discovery ; but that the merchants 
after crossing it, pursued their journey to Ash- 
antee, and met with the goora-nuts, renders it 
extremely probable, that these two ferries, 
which form the highway across this river, 
were alluded to by his informers. 

' The western coast now became the quarter 
*o which the attention of the Aincau Associa- 
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tion was directed as likely to aSbrd greabir 
advantages for peoetratiog to the Niger, than 
fiom TiipoU. In 1791, Major Houghton, 
who had became Hcqnaiiited with the chaiactqr 
of the Arahs while Britftb CoosLd at Mafocco, 
undertook to expk>re the Niger. He ascended 
the Gambia, and having reached the upper 
part of this river, took a northerly direction into 
Ludama, on tiw IxM^ra of the great desert. 
Having agreed with eome Moorish xierchants 
to convey him to Tiabe&t, he aet (mt with tbesi 
fmia Jarra, and at the expiration of two days, 
he determined on not accompanying them far- 
ther, from a suspicion of their iatentioiiB. The 
consequence was, that he was plundered and 
deserted bjr the Moors, vad died at Jajra, after 
travelling alone several days. 

The course of the Niger still lay concealed 
in vague and imeatisfactDry statements, no mo- 
dem traveller having yet succeeded in reaching 
its banks. Tlie honour of first accom{^hii^ 
this hazardous enterprize was reserved for oue 
no less imfortunate than his predecessors. la 
1795, the celebrated Mr, Mungo Park, a native 



of Scodaiid, oAered his services to the African 
AeBociation. A kiunrladge of medicine be- 
«des other useftil aUainMente, added to a 
natuTEd taste for gei^iapkieal diacaveiy, pecu- 
lia^y qtnii&ed liim f<v such a pnrpose; and 
bis offer being accepted, he set out for the 
Niger. Adopting the route :of Major Hough- 
%oa, he penstrated up tile Gambia, And c|uiei% 
rew^ted Medina. Lesring the GaoUna at 
tins place, be kept a more northeiiy direction, 
and crossed the Palem^, a tributary to the 
Senegal, near Fatteconda. Haring crossed 
the Senegal, and passed Kemmoo, he arrived 
at Jarra, where he found the remains of 
Major Hot^htoa. On leariog Jarra, he 
adopted a couree to the sonthward of east, and 
after having experienced great difficulties and 
privations in consequence of wars, he at length 
urrived at the long-sought Niger, and beheld 
it Sowing from west to east. Fn^n Sego, he 
continued his journey along the hank of the 
Niger to Silla; where, finding himself ex- 
hausted by weakness, and destitute of the 
means of proceet^ng furth^, he detenained on 
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returning to EitglancL He reached the Gam- 
bia ly a more direct route than that by which 
iie had travelled to the Ni^r, and arrived in 
England in December 1797. At SiUa, which 
he stated as being two hundr^ miles from 
Timbuctoo, he collected much inrormation; 
- and thu3 was the commencement of the Niger 
vfirst traced on the map from the actual obser- 
vation of a modem traveller.. In this journey, 
.Park explored the Niger between Bamma- 
koo and Silla, the former being, according to 
his account, about ten days' journey distant 
from its source. 

During the absence of Mr. Park in Western 
Africa, under the direction of the Association, 
Mr. W, G. Browne, at his own expense, 
passed through Egypt, and travelled to the 
west into Darfiir, where he was detained thr^e 
years. His information chiefly concerns Egypt, 
and nothing was gained from him respecting 
the Niger. 

A new theory respecting the course and 
termination of this river now started into 
. JK>tice. Aitet his return, Mr. Park happ^i^ 

n G^K)^!.- 
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to meet with a Mr. Maxwell, who was as 
much interested about the nver Congo; as Mr. 
Park was with the Niger, these two traveUers 
communicated their sentiments to each other 
respecting them, and came to the conclusion 
that they were one and the same river. There 
Was much to favour this dedsion. The 
Niger had been found by Park flowing froni 
west to east, and frem the accounts of the - 
ancients, it was supposed to flow stiU farther 
in that direction, perhaps as far as a thousand 
miles from Silla, the extent of his discovery. 
Beyond this, all was conjecture respecting iti 
and there was nothing unreasonable in the 
supposition that it might take a south-east 
direction from Wangara, and become the 
Congo, the course of which river was then 
unequally known. Such was Park's opinion, 
end upon which he ebon after acted. 

The course of the river, after the return 
of Park, was investigated minutely by Ma- 
jor Rennell, whose name will ever be re- 
vered by geographers. Besides laybg it down 
from Park's discoveries, he entered fully into 
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the TaiioQs statemests ccaicemliig it by the 
aocieat writeis ; sad, after otmsidttable pams. 
be airired at the omdiisiim tbat the rirec, 
faaving pasBed Timbuctoe, flmred a thousand 
miles m au easterly dueetvHi, md terminated 
in a lake or sw«n^r eaUed Wwigara, it^ 
which also swther riTerf^ from the eastward. 
Tbia opiniDa, proaouaced by »icb a mvi as 
Major Remdt was remred. with, confideoee, 
uid prev^led geaerally amang geographers. 
Still it was UBBalis&ctory-. Doubts were justlji 
entertained cm the posstbt^ of its disappear- 
ing in soch a nuujner, but the accounts (tf the 
ancients affi>rded na other aaeans of disposictg 
o£it. 

M. Keiehard, a Geiman, entertained a diC- 
i^nt opinion irovi thai q£ Majw Renuel^ 
although bfi agreed with him in b^eving that 
it flowed ta Wan^aca. Fran this place, M. 
Reichard si^ipeeed t^t it assiBBed a south- 
west course, and terminated in the Gulf o£ 
Guinea. It was afaaerved H the tisK that 
there vas neithev evidence on idiidi such ao 
ojauion oould be suppwted, mr an; by v/bisSx 
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it conhl be peftrtHi. As &r as Wangara, it 
vas acknowledged on the antbority of the an- 
cients, but beyond thtff no c»ie knew anything 
of it, and M. Beiehard's tbemy stood atone. 
Discovery baa proTed bim to be i%ht in re- 
elect (^ its idtimate diapossJ, bat at t)ie same 
time he participated in the general mtot re- 
gardng- its course to Wsuigara, 

The next traveH^ sent out by the African 
Association w«s a GemKUi, named Home- 
rnann. At Fezzan, ^be &rdiest extent of his 
travels, he ocJSected iinidi mfotmation respeet- 
ing ^te get^raphy of A&ica; bnt concerning 
tlie course of the Niger he c<mtributed little or 
BodBDg. In April, 1800, he wrote to England, 
saying that he was on the pcnnt of starting for 
BfHTiou, since wlach time no account of hint 
I»sbeen received. 

Another German, nained Roentgen, was the 
next travellCT' sent out by the African Afflocia- 
tion. His instructions were to penetrate to 
TTmbuctoo, from Mogadore. It was his m- 
tention to have aeeorapanied the caravan tot 
that place firenj MEHOceo> but he is supposed to- 
c 2 



have been murdered by his servant, a person 
bearing a suspicious character, whom he had 
taken into his service agiunst the advice of all 
to whom he was known. 

The travels of Buckhardt, also sent out by 
the Association, threw no additional light on 
the course of the Niger. 

Another era in the history of African geo- 
graphy may now be observed — one which, al- 
though marked by misfortune in its very com- 
mencement, and followed up by the loss of 
many very valuable lives, has ultimately pro- 
duced the long sought for and desired result. 
The formation of the African Association 
had already been followed by an important 
discovery, and the persons composing it had 
secured to themselves the honour of having 
^ven to the world the first authentic account' 
of the Niger from personal observation. By 
their aid Park had successfully explored three 
hundred miles of this river, when the attention 
of the British government, among other pur- 
suits of a similar nature, was turned towards it. 
The voyages of Cook had already enlarged the 
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bounds of geographical knowledge io nearly 
every part of the world by sea, and an expedi- 
tion for the discovery of the course and ter- 
mination of the Niger was now ordered. 

This intelligence was communicated to Park, 
who, in his usual sanguine manner, eagerly set 
to work in preparing for the journey, - He had 
drawn up a plan of proceeding, for the accom- 
plishment of which he required the assistance 
of thirty-six Europeans ; six of whom were to 
be seamen, and the rest soldiers. His plan 
was adopted, and a sum of five thousand 
pounds was placed at his disposal by govern- 
ment, for equipping the expedition. The in- 
tention of Park was to follow his former track 
to the Niger, and having reached its banks, 
there to build two vessels for his party, and to 
follow with them the course of the river. If 
it should fall into the Congo, after passing 
Wangara, he entertained no doubt of readiing 
the sea ; but if it should terminate in this lake 
jor morass, as was supposed, he then expected 
that he should have to encounter much diffi- 
culty. Hitherto the discovery of the Niger 



bad been attempted by aa^ tTavdlers, vhi> 
had eodeavoured to readi their destination bj- 
-aecompaiiyiiig the canivMis, but this aecoai 
journey 4^ Park awumed an entirely new dia- 
lacter, and sanguine hi^iee were justly enter- 
tained of hk success. 

The seomd journey of FaiJL temumted 
fatally, fuid the great queBtioa of the oo«iree of 
the Niger, whudi had seemed to be on the 
davn of discovery, was again «becured. Mudh 
information had been ooUected couceming 
the fete of Paik sod his psrty, pretioue to 
-the expeditkni ni the preaoit travell»«, by 
-whcnn it Ins berai coofimied. After expe^ 
liraieing difficulties and dangerc, of neatiy 
ei«ry desct^ition, with cmly seven men rem^n^ 
H)g of his whole party,' and these in such a 
state, from the effects of the dimate, as to be 
scaicdiy aUe to proceed, he at length reached a 
mountain ridge near Bammagoo, from whence 
he OBoe more bdteld tbe Niger. Here be era- 
sidered that all hk difEcultiee w&e at an end, 
and proceeded oa to Sansanding, on tbe baidt 
ctf the Htof, a. few miles below Sego, where ha 



aocom^di^wi lite luikBng of bis vessel. By 
the tinie that he w»b Rady to depart, vMch 
««son the 17tli of NAvenber, 1805, when he 
despattiied one of his men, mmed Isattco, in 
England with his JMffmle and letters, £tc of 
fais par^ only wet« left. Amoiig those wfaom 
tie had k>9t » fewtlays befeie naa Mr. Anderson, 
his brotbw-in-law, to whom aUueion is mad* 
in the fi^flwing, journal. 

Hie stn^ delermination of PkA. to per- 
severe in his AtmgD <tf tnu^ig the oourae of tJie 
river to its tetTninstion, is tfaas ei^ireaaed in 
one of his lett?re from this place. ' Though 
oil the Europeans v^o ere with me 'should die, 
and though I woe myself half dead, I would 
stili peraevwe, atid if I could not succeed in the 
object of my jwimey, I would at least die in 
Ae Niger.' How tndy were life words veri- 
fied 1 and yet net 1^ IJie -effect of the climate, 
which he had wondM-Eu^^ escaped, but by 
mere accident, produced by unfortunate circum- 
stances. How often is the tsup of b<^ dashed 
from our lips, wfien we conader ourst^ves 
most certain of its contents ! Intelligence was 
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afterwards obtained that PaA had reached 
Boossa, where, being attacked by the natives, 
as he previously had been in many places 
after leaving Sansanding, he was supposed to 
have been driven from his vessel, and to have 
perished in the riyer, which intelligence is 
confirmed by the present account. Richard 
Lander was informed at Boossk, that his party, 
consisting of many black people who bad been 
hired by himj were mistaken by the natives of 
this place for Faldtahs, with whom they were 
then at war ; and that the nature of the river 
there is such, that there was but one part 
through which his vessel could pass, and where 
he could not avoid the attacks of the natives. 
This statement, as well as that obtained by 
Richard Lander at Yilpori, so amply confirm 
the account contained in an Arab document, 
the translation of which appears in Denham's 
Work, that it deserves being inserted here. 

" Hence be it known, that some Christians 
came to the town of Youri, in the kingdom of 
Yaoor, aud landed and purchased provisionsj 
as onions and other things ; and they sent s 
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present to the King of Yaoor. The said king 
desired them to wait until he should send them 
a messenger ; but they were frightened, and 
went away by the sea (river). They arrived 
at the town called Bossa, or Boossa, and their 
ship then rubbed (struck) upon a rock, and all 
of them perished in the river." 
, " This fact is within our knowledge^ and 
peace be the end." . 

. (' Note by the Translator. — In addition to 
the above, there is a kind of postscript ap- 
pended to the document by a different hand, 
which being both ungrammatical and scarcely 
legible, I had some difficulty in translating 
and givhig it a proper meaning. The words, 
however, are I think as follows, though most 
of them have been made out by conjecture.) 

" And they agreed or arranged among them* 
selves, and swam in the sea (river), while the 
men who were with (pursuing) them appeared 
pn the coast of the sea (bank of the river), and 
fell upon them till they went down (sunk) in it." 
; By the following extract irom a document 
in the late Captain Clapperton's Journal in 



Airica, p. 331, it ^fpeare that Park and his- 
party yiaked TaaJmctoo. A^r briefly ss- 
tadag tiie |H>^ress of titc fcr^ CfaristiaoB as. 
£17 as SaMfiuidi&g, fmta wiiich j^ace th^ 
set out witfa only five saen, it states that 
they amTed ^ Maseaa, and that " They a»- 
joumed there wiih the prinoe, w^ was one al 
&e Bons of the Sultan of Timbuctoo, and whose 
name was Babal Kydiali. H« entertained 
them, and gave tbnn bave to fHYxseed to Hm- 
huotoo. Tfa^ contiuvied their TOyage till the^ 
arrived in safety, five as tfaey were, at the chy 
of 'Hmtiuatoo, where diey reeided as ioag as 
God wira pleased, flk^ioe they went -aa to- 
waids the countiy «f S'^^y, tiU they came to 
one of its "towns, called Gharwal-gaoo. Thne 
the Tuaricks met luid £>ught them severely tffl 
&ree wei^e killed, and two only of th^n «Bcaped 
with the vessel." 

" Th^ proceeded towards the east tiH they 
arrived at Boossd ; but the inbabhants fought 
and kUkd them, and their ship is to this 
moment there. Tliis is the sobstance and 
truth of the case." Thus tenmaatedthe £n>t 
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attempt laaacle by the Biitisli govenunent t» 
dkcover the ooime (^ the N%er. 

The neiLt poson wlu is supposed to hxve 
vished Timhuctoo, was an Americaa seaman, 
named Adanut, but hia nuistive throws n* 
-additional Ugbt oa the couree of tbe Nig^. 

Azaidst the fastcaitfiiUnaty political events 
which ^tated the nhaiB oi Europe., further 
attempts at discovery v&te subtended till the 
commenctiBaeDt of the preseM peace. AcoMd- 
ingly, in the year 181€, in confomu^ with the 
iavDurite hypothesis of Park, an -espedilifHi 
Was «eot to penetrate into Africa by the riv«r 
Congo, with the view of arriving at the Niger* 
binder the directiaii of Captakt Tuckey, of the 
Soya] Navy, llie late of this expedition was 
the cmmterpart of the preceding. Two huiH 
dred and oghty miles from the coAst was the 
extent of its progress; and the question was 
as far as ever from being decided. At the same 
time, anatber party, consisting of a hundred 
mem, were placed under the diredaon of Ma.jat 
Peddie, to rcach the Niger by Park's route 
frcnu the Gaodsia, and sent out to meet that 
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under Captain Tuckey. This party ascended 
the river Nunez, and were equally unfortunate 
with that which had gone to the Congo. 
■ The first intelligence obtained respecting 
the course of the Niger, since its discovery 
by Park, was by the late Captain Clap- 
perton of the Navy, when he was at Sockatoo 
in 1824. He had reached this place from 
Bomou, whither he had accompanied Major 
Denham ■ and Dr. Oudney from Tripoli, 
Here he first gained the iatelligence that the 
river raa to the south, and that it flowed into 
the sea at Funda. With this information, and 
a vast deal more relating to other parts of 
Africa through which he had passed, Clappen- 
ton returned to England. His favourable re- 
ception by Bello, the Fal^tah Sultan, induced 
the British government to send him out agaih, 
accompanied by Captain Pearce and Dr. Mor- 
rison of the Royal Navy. These officers landed 
at Bad^igry, and the only one belonging to their 
party, who returned safdy to England, was 
Richard Lander, the attendant of Clapperton. 
Captain Pearce and Dr. Morrison died a fen 
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days after leaving Badagry ; and Clapperton, 
accompanied by Lander, soon after arrived at 
Wowow, from which place they visited Boossd, 
the place of Park's death. Clapperton had 
imbibed a strong aversion to descending the 
Niger, and made no secret of it to Lander. 
His fi rm conriction was, that whoever att^npted 
to go down this river, wotdd fall by the attacks 
of the natives ; and would never Uve to reach 
its termination. Clapperton crossed the river at 
Comie, below Boossa, and died soon after reach- 
ing Sockatoo. Lander, having performed the last 
duties to the remains of his friend and master, 
commenced his return to England with his 
papers. Having traversed a considerable part 
of the country as far as Dunrora, be would in 
all probabiUty have found his way down the 
Niger, had he not been interrupted by the 
aatives, and compelled to turn back. This 
circumstance alone obliged him to return by 
his former route to Badltgry, at which place he 
aarrowly escaped vrith his life. In diis expe- 
dition, the position of Boossd, on the banks of 
the Niger, was obtained, and an approximate 
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{NMitsoii of Yaoerk, besides die «wrae o£ the^ 
nrer betwerai these- jdaees, 

Dnrin^ Cla^perton's abeeaee <m his senHkl 
journey, Mi^ L^B^ penetrated frara Tii- 
p(^ to Timbuctoo. He had already tacvped. 
frcun an attaek by a band of Tuaricks, (a 
Ttmag people who inhabit the desert,) aad 
had departed from TinAuetoo en his way to 
S^o, when he was mhinHaiily sutrdered by 
a Moorish ni«T:hant^ named B&mbooBhi, whom: 
be had engaged as a guide. M^^ Laisg'? 
papers have not leaehed Englraid, hot it ma-y 
still be hoped that his obs^vatioiK at Tim- 
bnctoo wiH not be finally lost. 

A Frenchman named CaiHi^ has rioted! 
Timbuctoo ^nce Major Laii^, but Ibs fi»t has> 
prodaced no. ad(£tion to our tuunriedge of thp 
Niger. 

The natircs near BoossS seem to haTe- bo* 
a vague notion of the eourse-ef Ae rirer ht^aw 
that places. At Tahra, in Nouflle, Ctaf^Fton 
was told that ' the Qoorra pan mte the sea 
behind Benin> at Funda ; that the JiySs' 
people and tihose of Benin were- tiie earns 
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peof^; that Beain paid trilNite to fijik. 
There is sonaething^ teTBarhiiUe m this ; bat 
Clapperttm attributes it to tbe desire «f the 
Batives to unpr e oo a stranger with eui exalted 
<q«iion of their conntiy. The- Saltan B^o 
fannself bdieved that the rirer, after pasnag 
Baoee^ and W«w«w, entered the sea at Funds. 
The extent d their knowledge of the river, and 
bair httile their iaAHination was calculated t9 
asfast the get^ra^er, may he seen hf the ?oi- 
lewing amosing extract trcnn Ak «[pIanation 
to Bello's map, gwen in the Appendix, p. 33^ 
rf Clapperton*s beol:. ' Now the great riTer 
CowAta comes, and here is its re|>resentaticHi. 
This great rirer is die largest in all the 
territories rf Haussk; we Snow not of its 
saure«', bot of ai^ ose who has seeir it. It 
rashes and pvedpitates its^ through the 
coantiy fma left to ri^it, and contains many 
ialaads, inhabitecl by fisIienoeR, herdsraen> 
httsbandaKB, and settlers. As to die variety^ 
of its animals, birds, and Sah, ft is («ly known 
to the Lord CreaAor; it has rocks xnd moun- 
tsuns which break amd shatter to pieces all 
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vessels that are (IHven af;aiiist them ; and its 
great roaring and noise, with the agitation of 
its waves, astonish the hearer, and terrify the 
beholder ; and at the same time exhibit the 
wonderful power of the Omnipotent Creator.' 
Such was the idea of Bello's mallam or learned 
priest ; and again at p. 340, in ' a traditional 
account of different nations of Africa,' it is 
stated, that, ' the river Kowdra runs through 
mountains, and a great many woods and 
forests ; and has mountains on the north and 
east. This great river issues from the Moun- 
tain of the Moon ; and what we know of it 
is, that it comes from Sookan to Kiga, to Kabi, 
to Yaoori, to Boossi, to Wawa, and lo Noo- 
fee,' — ' but in that place there is another river, 
which springs from Zirma to CHioober, to 
Zeffira, to Korg, or Korra, and then enters 
Noofee; its name is Kaduna,' or the Koodoo- 
nia, the extent to which the Niger seems lo 
have been known by the natives, although they 
had heard of Funda. ' 

Various accounts of the river had now been 
gradualh^ collected £nHn different sources. 
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which afforded grounds for fresh theories re- 
specting its termination. That of Reichard 
was the favourite, although Wangara was dis- 
pensed with ; and that the river fell into the 
Gulf of Guinea was pretty generally agreed. 
These different opinions appeared in seve- 
ral publications, in which, as might be ex- 
pected, much error was mixed up with the 
general correctness. That the river flowed into 
the sea at Funda was the grand point ob- 
tained, and where Funda might be was of no 
importance. The only exception to these, was 
the theory of Major Denham, supported 1^ 
Sultan Bello's information, who continued its 
easterly course below Boossft, and ended it in 
Lake Tshad. This he doubtless considered 
the more probable, as he says that he found a 
riTOr Shary running into that Lake. Major 
Laing ended it in the river Volta, near Accra ; 
Clapperton brought it to the sea near the 
mouth of the Lagos, about half way between 
Baddgry and the mouth of the river Benin ; 
while Reichard concluded rightly that the river 
Benin was the outlet of the Niger, Others be- 
VOL. I. d 

, ^.. .Google 



lieved that the mouths of tbe numerouB risers 
between the Foimosa and the (M Calebar tfere 
the outlets rf thi» rirer; among whom were 
Captain W. F. W. Owen, Captain A. T. E. 
Vidal, and Caplain B. M. Kelly, be^des seve- 
ral other naval officers who had be^i statioDed 
on the coast "Hie accounts of Liverpool palm- 
oil traders &TOured the same oonchi»(»i ; nerer- 
tbeLess, no-ooe had yet explored the riter be- 
low Boossk, — all was uncertainty, and Iminded 
only on report and Buj^tositioa. A solitary at- 
tenq)t to reach it trom the cdd Calebar river was 
made in 1805, by a Mr. Nidi<^, who died 
shortly after leaving Duke Town; and this 
is remarkable from having been the only one 
made trran that quarter. 

Tbe annexed map serves to show the ex- 
tent of our knowledge of the river at this period. 
Park had laid down its course between Bam- 
makoo and Silla in his first joui-ney, and had 
found that its source was in tbe same moun- 
tainous range that gave rise to tlie Senegtd. 
The part below Silla, as far as Timbuctoo, was 
tbe result of intdhgence obtained by him in his 
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second journey. Bcyoad Timbuctoo, the only 
|dace known to be si&iatol on its banks, was 
Booaek, the position of ndiich had been dxster- 
xained by Clapperton, but the actual ooune of 
the river bettreen thoee jdaces remaned en- 
tirdy unknown. Hie port induded within the 
dotted square is the result of the Landera' 
expedition; and therefore, that part betweeoi 
Yioori, the extent of their journey, and 
TinAuctoo, 13 all that remains to be explored 
of the Niger. There is do doubt of its con- 
tinuity between those places, &om the repcHts 
of Park, as the vessel be built at Sansanding 
was lost at Booss^ and they have been con- 
nected by the broken line merely to show the 
probable course of the river. Considering 
the relative positirai of the S^iegal and 
Nig^, it is no matter of surprise, that they 
should have been C(»ifounded with each other 
in the eaiiy stages of history, althou^ tht^ 
run in opposite directions, for, even at the 
present time, the ignorance of every one who 
had been applied to concerning the river, was 
the subject of remark by the last travellers. 
d2 
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, Sucli was the uncertain condition in which the 
course of the Niger remained, when the happy 
idea occurred of sending the Messrs. Lander to 
follow its course " below Boossd. By this step, 
the British government completed what it had 
begun, and accomplished, in a few months, the 
work of ages. Richard Lander, well acquainted 
with the nature of such an undertaking, volunr 
teered his services to perform it. His instruc- 
tions, of which the foUowing is a copy, were 
given to him, and having been supplied with 
the articles, a list of which will be found in the 
Appendix, accompanied by his brother John, 
he set out oa this interesting expedition. 



'Sir, 



' Downing Sireel, 31»( Dtceaiher, II 



I am directed by Secretary Sir 
' Geoi^e Murray to acquaint you, that he has 
' deemed it expedient to accept the ofler which 
' you have made, to proceed to Africa, accom- 
' panied by your brother*, for the purpose of 

' Though the Goierninent refused to allow him a salaiy, 
or make him even the iiiomi^it; of lewaid, my lirothei eagerly 
ToluotMied to accompaiiy me.— B. L. 
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' ascertaining die course of the Great River 
f vfliich was crossed by the late Captaio Clap- 
' perton, on his journey to Soccatoo ; and a 
' passage having been accordingly engaged for 
' you and your brother on board of the Alert, 

* merchant vessel, which is proceeding to Cape- 
' Coast Casde, on the western coast of Africa, 

* I ant to desire that you will embark directly 
' on board of that vessel. 

' In the event of your felling in with any of 
' his Majesty's ships of war on the coast of 
' Afiica, previously to your arrival at Cape- 

* Coast Castle, you will prevail on the master 
' to use eveiy endeavour to speak with such 
'ship of war, and to deliver to the officer coin- 
' manding her, the letter of which you are the 
' bearer, and which is to require him to con- 
'vey yourself and your brother to Baddgry, 
' to present you to the king, and to give you 
' such assistance as may be required to enable 
'you to set out on your journey. 

' Yon should incur as httle delay as pos- 
' aible at Badigry, in order that, by reaching' 
' the hilly country, you may be more secure 
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* frcan tlune fevers whidi are kntnro to be 

* fM«Taletit on the low lands of the eearcoast. 

* You are to proceed hy the same road as on 
■ a previons oceaskm, as &r as Katunga, ua- 
' less you shall be able to find, on the uorthem 
' side of the mountains, a road which will lead 

* you to Funda> on the Quorra or Niger, in 
■ffhidi ease yon are to proceed direct to 

* Funda. If, however, it should be necessary 

* to go as iar as Katunga, yoa aie to use your 
'endeavours to prerail oa the daef of that 

* country to asast you on your way to the 

* Qaan% and with the soeans of tracing down, 

* either by land or water, the course of that 

* river as far as Funda. 

' On your arrival art this place, you are 

* to be Twy particular in your ob8ervati<ms, 

* so as to liable you to give a correct state- 

* ment— 

' 1st. Wheth» any, and what rivers fall 

* into the Quomt at or near that place, or 

* whether the whole or any part of the Quornt 

* tun» to the eadward. 

* 2Bd. Whether there is at Funda, or in the 



' ne^bourhood, any Take er odlectioa of 
'waters, or large swamp; in whiellcase you 
' are to go round eocfa kke or swaiiip, »id )« 

* very particular m examomg whether any 

* river ttawa into or 9ut «tf it, and in what 

* direction it takes its coarse. 

< 3rd. IF you ^oold find that at Fonda, tbe 

* Qoorra continnea to flow to the wnthward, 
' yrm are to follow it to the sea, where, in this 

* ease, it may be presunwd to emptyits waters ; 

* bat if it sfaonld be foond to turn off to the 

* eastward, in winch ease it wS mcRt probabty 

* fiiD into the Lake Tshad, you an to follow 
' its course in that direetioB, as &r as you eon- 
' omve you can venture to da, with due regard 

* to your peiwoal s^ety, evm to Bomoo, id . 
' wluch case it wiS be for you to determine 

* whether it may not be advisable to return 
' home by the way of Fezaan and Triip<£ : iJi 

* however, after pwiceeiSi^ in an easterly 
' course for some distance, ^ Tirer should be 

* found to tarn oiF towards the sooth, you are 
< to follow it, as before, down to the sea. In 

* short, after havii^ once gained the banks of 
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* the Quorra, either from Katunga, or lower 
' down, you are to follow its course, if possible, 

• to its tenniuation, wherever that may be. 

' Should you be of opinion that the Sultan 
' of Youri can safely be communicated with,- 
' you are at Uberty to send your brother with 
' a present to that chief, to ask, in the king's 
' name, for certain books or papers which he 
' is supposed to have, that belonged to the 
' late Mr. Park ; but you are not necessarily 
' yourself to wait for your brother's return, but 

* to proceed in the execution of the main object 
' of your mission, to ascertain tlie course and 
' termination of the Niger. ; > 

' You are to take every opportunity of send- 

* ing down by the coast a brief abstract of your 

• proceedings and observations, furnishing the 

• bearer with- a note, setting forth the reward 
' he is to have for hb trouble, and requesting 
' any Ekiglish person, to whom it is presented, 

• to pay that reward, on the faith that it will be 
a by the British Government. 

' For the performance of this service, you are 

* furnished with all the artides which you have 



' required for your personal convenience, during 

* your journey, together with a sum of two hun- 
' dred dollars in coin, and in case, upon your 
' arrival at Bad^gry, you should find it ab- 

* solutely necessary to provide yourself with a 

* further supply of dollars, you will be at liberty 
' to draw upon this department for any sum not 

* exceeding three hundred dollars. 

' During the ensuing year, the sum of one 
' hundred pounds will be paid to your wife, in 
•" quarterly payments, and upon your return a 
' gratuity of one hundred pounds niU be paid 
' to yourself. 

• All the papers and observations which you 

* shall bring back with you, are to be deUvei-ed 

* by you at this office, and you will be entitled 
' to receive any pecuniary consideration which 
' may be obtained from the publication of the 

* account of your journey. 

' I am, Sir, &C. &c. 

' (Signed) R. W. Hay.' 

' Ta Mr. Siehard Landtr.' 






[Copy of tbe tetter alluded to ia the foregoing iDstructioni.} 
' Sir, Mmlral/g O^ee, 23rd Doxmher, 1829, 

' I am commandecl by my Lord* 

• Commissioners of the Admiralty, to transmit 
' to you a copy of a letter from Mr. Hay, re- 

• lative to aa expedition into Africa, under- 
' taken by Mr. Richard Lander and his brother i 
' and 1 am to signify their Lordshipe' direo 
' tions to you, to take measures for conveying 
' Messrs. Lander from Cape-Coast Castle to 
' Baddgry, to be there presented, aa desired in 

• Mr. Hay's letter, to the authorities of the 
' place, as persons in whose welfare die British 
' Government takes much interest, and also to 
'provide these travellers with any assistance 
' of which they may stand in need, for the pro- 
' secution of their undertaking. 

' I am, Sir, &c. &e. 

' J. Barrow.' 

■7b CommDiDre Collier, C.B., or (Ae 
CoiHBiaadiag Officer of any of Hit Star 
jetlg't SAipi which Meuri. Lahiwii may 
fall ia with on the Coati of Afi-iea.' 
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The travellers have sncoeeded; th«r dis. 
covery is already known to the world, and the 
lowing pages oxitain the particulars of their 
journey. There are two features whieh di^in- 
giiish this expedition irom all those that have 
jHcceded it, namely, the magnitude and im- 
portance of the discovery, and the smaU means 
by whieh it has been accomplished. Science 
here was out of the qutistion, and all de- 
pended on that honK^y quality of the roind, 
' determination of purpose,' a leading feature in 
the eharacter t£ our ccoiDtrymen, without which 
sdenee itsetf a <rf httle avail. 

The dder brother, Ridiard Lander, is 
already known to the worid as the ^tfaful at- 
t^idant ot the late Captain Clappcrtcm. The 
manner in whi^ be had acqiutted himself of 
Ibs trust, amidst the <£ffieul<iee he bad to god- 
teod with, ^er that officer's death, bespoke 
hJTn as worthy of being sent on aucb a mission, 
when scientific obeervatioos were not expected ; 
and the result has proved the justness of the 
«pini(»i that had been formed of bim. De- 
scended from Comish parwits, and gifted witb 



INTBODUCTIOK. 



no extraordinary talent, it was not his fortune 
to boast either the honours of high birth, or even 
to possess the advant£^;es of a commonplace 
education. His leading quality has been a share 
of perseverance, rivalhrig that of any former 
traveller. This perseverance, under the pro- 
tection of Divine Providence, has enabled him 
to surmount every difficulty, to unloclt the por- 
tals of western Africa, and he has now the 
proud gratification of knowing, that he has 
well earned that reward &om his King, which 
has placed him in honourable competency. 

The younger brother, John Lander, in- 
fluenced by a laudable desire of assisting his 
brother and of visiting Africa, accompanied hira 
on the journey without pecuniary expectancy ; 
and it is due to him to state, that the narrative 
is largely indebted to his observation. Natu- 
rally of a warm imagination, his descriptions 
are not without their faults; but while this is 
acknowledged, it must be admitted that he has 
enriched the Journal with much interesting and 
valuable information. In point of education 
and literary attainments, John Lander has the 

.Coo-;lc 
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advantage of his brotlier, and has ahready 
produced several essays, in prose and verse^ 
besides having vritten , the accounts of his 
brother's former journey. Having shared the 
dangers of his last expedition, he has been 
promised an employment under Government, 
suitable to his abilities; and the friends of 
knowledge and science will rejoice in seeing 
these travellers, the only two left of those who 
have gone out on this dangerous mission, be- 
come objects of their country's care, 
, The first annual premium of fifty guineas, 
which has been placed at the disposal of the 
President and Council of the Kc^al Geo- 
graphical Society, by his Most Gracious 
Majesty, was awarded to Richard Lander, as 
having been charged with the expedition. On 
the 14tli of November, it was presented to him 
by the President, Lord Goderich, accompanied 
by a few observations, most gratifying to his 
feelings; and it is a remarkable fact, that the 
incorporation of the African Association with 
the Geographical Society was announced by 
his Lordship immediately afterwards, — that 
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AssociatioD whoee first and ciaef wlicittide had 
l)een the grand discovefy for wfaicb, the reward 
had b«en just bestowed. 

Hie iiiifi»tunate dieaster that befell the 
travellers at Kiiree neeriy deprived the Tnitld 
4^ the fruits of their observatioBS ; but for- 
tunately, although Uiose of each in diffir- 
ent parts <^ ti>e jouroejr were lost in the 
riv^, the thread of ^k nairati^ has been 
preserved entire bj what remained. The &ist 
portion of the Journal is &om the obser> 
rations of John Land^' — those of Ridiard, 
between their departure from Bngland and 
Babba, having been ksL Hie remainder 
of it, to the conclusion, is from the journal 
of Hichard Lander, assisted by that of hia 
brother, part of the jouisal of the latter, 
between Rabba and Kiiree, bdng also loet. 
And there is little doubt, that the parts 
which have thus perished would have added 
roaterially to the value of the whole. In 
preparing t^ jouinala for publication, fotc 
ihe sake of ckamess, as well as in pursuance 
of custom, Richard Jjaada, the elder brother. 



being (Jmrged with the expeditioTi, has been 
considered as the priodpal, and liie journal of 
John LaodOT, while they w«re separate irora 
each other, is preaeired in his own name. 
Iliis plan having been ddsrmined on, after 
about half of the first vcdume had been printed, 
a few alteratioiis became necessary, and these 
have been made without departing irom the 
sense intended to be conveyed. 

In ccoidu^rai, a word or two may be said 
respecting the nu^ which has been constructed 
from the journals. The accomplished sur- 
veyor will look in vain along the list of the 
articles, with which the travellers were supplied, 
for the instruments of his calling ; and the man 
cf science, to form his opinion of it, need only 
be told, that a (x>mmon compass was all they 
possessed to benefit geography, beyond the 
observation of their senses. Even this trifling 
though important assistance was lost at KiiTee, 
below which place the sun became their only 
guide. Too much faith must not therefore 
be reposed in the various serpentine courses 
«f the river on the map, as it is neither war- 
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ranted by the resources, nor the ability of 
the travellers. The map, in its most favour- 
aUe point of view, can be considered only as 
a sketch of the river authenticated by personal 
observatioHj which will serve to assist future 
travellers, from . whose superior attainments 
something nearer approaching to geographi- 
cal predsioQ may be expected. Even under 
these circumstances, the present travellers n-ill 
always derive ample satisfaction in r'^decdng 
that they have served as pioneers of African 
discovery. 

•A. B. B. 
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CHAPTER I. 

paiture from England — Aiiiial at Cape Caa«t — Ann 
maboo — Accra — B adigry . 

E embarked from Portsmouth on the 9th Janii- 
f, 1830, in the brig Alert, Tyson master, for 
ipe Coast Castle, where we arrived on the 22d 
the following month, having had a quick, but 
isterous and unpleasant passage of forty-two 
We should be sadly wanting in" gratitude 

every proper feeling, if we were to omit 
jknowledging, in this place, the truly handsome 

gentlemanly treatment we experienced from 

George Maclean, President of the Council at 
ipe Coast, who had been our fellow passenger 
the Alert, as well as the merchants resident 
who welcomed ub on our arrival. In fact 
!y all vied with each other in making them- 
Ives agreeable, and in showing us the most 
irked attention ; and they entertained us with a 
lerous hospitably, which would have done ho- 

to the boasted olden time. Here we were for- 
iate enough to engage old PaBcoe and his wife, 
lb Jowdie, who had been employed on tlie last 

|\0I,. I. B 



miesion, together with Ibrahim and Mina, tivo 
Bomou men, who were well acquainted with Eng- 
lish manners, and could converse in tlie H&uasa 
language. These individuals promised to be very 
useful in the expedition, more especially old Pas- 
coe, whose merits as an interpreter are unquestion- 
able. 

After remaining at Cape Coast Castle eight 
days, we accompanied Mr. Maclean on a visit 
to Mr. Hutchinson, Commandant of Anamabdo, 
which is about nine miles distance from the 
former place. This gentleman received us in a 
manner that does equal honour to his heart and 
feelings. Would tliat we could repay him in 
any way for his generous abandonment and for- 
getfiilness of all his private concerns solely to 
please and amuse his guests ; would Uiat we could 
command language forcible and glowing enough 
to express the gratitude we feel for the disinte- 
rested kindness he showed us at Anamabdo. Mr. 
Hutchinson lives in his castle like an English 
baron in the feudal times, untinctured, however, 
by barbarism or ignorance, for the polished re- 
finemente of life have insinuated themselves into 
his dwelling, though it is entirely surrounded by 
savages, and though the charming sound of a 
lady's voice is seldom or never heard in his lonely 
hall. His silken banners, his turreted castle, his 
devoted vassals, His hospitality, and even his very 
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solitariness, ^ conapira to recsU to &e mind' the 
manners and way of life of an idd Englidi baroa 
in one of the most intereBting periods of our hia- 
tory, vrhilst the Mghly t^ii^ouG ami romantia 
spirit of the gentleman Eluded to is strictly in 
imiBon with the impreBsioii. Mr. Hutchinson has 
resided very many yens on the coast, and is one 
of the few mdividuals that have visited the capital 
of A^antee, wherein he resided ^ght months, 
and obtained a better acquaintance with the man- 
ners, customs, and pursuits of that warlike, enter- 
prising, and original nation than any other Eu- 
ropean whatever. In the Ashantee war he took 
a very active part, and rendered important and 
valuable services to Uie cotise he so warmly 
espoused. 

We abode at the fort till the 4th March, when 
we bade adieu to our kind host, and our much, 
respected friend Mr. Geoi^e Maclean, and em- 
braced the opportunity of sailing in the Alert for 
Accra, where we expected to find a vessel to t^ 
us to Bad&gry, in the Bight of Benin, agreeably 
to our instructions. 

For the last time we beg leave to express out 
gratitude to the worthy president and the council 
at Cape Coast, for their noble and feeing treat- 
ment of us, strangers, and to assure them that we 
shall cherish the remembrance of it as long as we 
live. It is conduct such as this, so flattering to 



one's self-love, that makea the deepest and most 
lasting impTesaion on the heart, and that clings to 
it when the memory of other, and perhaps more 
important things, has long passed away. 

In two days we arrived opposite the British fort 
at Accra, and landed on the 7th. Here we abode 
with Mr. Fry, the commandant, a whole week, 
which afforded us ample leisure to stroll about the 
neighbotirhood, and admire the surpassing beauty 
of the country. Accra is, without exception, the 
pleasantest and mosi healthy British settletneat 
on the western coast of Africa. Its trade has 
perhaps suffered by the late unfortunate Aahantee 
war, in common with Cape Coast Castle and 
other places, but i»iis beginnmg to revive again. 
His Majesty's brig Clinker arrived the day before 
us, and two days after she was joined by the 
Medina sloop of war, and the Black Joke. 

On the 1 5th we embarked on board the Clinker, 
XJeutenant Matson commander, and having sailed 
direct for Bad&gry, we dropped anchor in the 
roadstead in firont of that town on the 19th. My 
brother landed and was introduced to the chief by 
Mr. Brown, master of the brig, on the foUowmg 
day, and every thing having been arranged to our 
satisfaction, the luggage was safely landed on the 
21st. 

From Lieutenant Matson, an officer to whom 
we are under infinite obhgations for the many 
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courtesies and acts of kindness he shonedus, we 
received a young man of coloia named Antonio, 
son to tlie chief of Bonny, who eagerly embiaced 
the opportunity of proceeding with us into the 
interioT, heing impreBsed with the notion that he 
should be enabled to reach his home and country 
by means of the Great Kiver, or Niger. 

March 22d. — Cheered by sis hearty huzzas, 
good-naturedly given us by the crew of the 
Clinker, at the desire of her gallant commander, 
we sailed towards the beach in one of the brig's 
boats in the earlier part of the afi;eraoon, and 
having been taken into a canoe that was waiting 
at the edge of the breakers to receive us, we were 
plyed over a tremendous surf,^nd flung with vio- 
lence on the burning sands. 

Wet and uncomfortable as' this accident had 
rendered us, we had no change of linen at hand, 
and we walked to a small cree'k about the distance 
of a quarter of a mile from the sea-shore, where 
we were taken into a na^ve canoe, and conveyed 
safely through an extremely narrow channel, over- 
hung with luxuriant vegetation, into the Baddgry 
liver, which is a branch of the Lagos. It is a 
beautiful hody of water, resembling a lake in 
miniature; its surface is smooth and transparent 
as glass, and its picturesque banks are shaded by 
Ireesof a lively verdure. We were soon landed on 
the opposite side, when our road lay over a mag 
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nificent plain, on which deer, mitelopes, Rod buf- 
JiiloeB are often obMFved to Feed. Numbers of men, 
fromen, and children fbliimed us to the town oi 
Bad^gry, and they made the moat terrific notsee at 
OUT he^, but whether ifaeae were symptoms of 
Ba^bcUon or ditpleasuis, ;admiradoD or ridicule^ 
we could Bot at fint understnid. We were soon, 
liowever, satisfied thst the latter feeling was pre- 
dominant ; and mdeed our clothing was exceed- 
ingly grutesque, consisting of a straw bat, larger 
than an umbrella, a scarlet Mohammedui tobe 
or tunic and belt, with boots and full lyirkiah trow- 
sers. So unusual a dress might well cause the 
people to laugh heartily ; -they w»e all evidently 
highly amused, but tbe more notleBt of the fe- 
males, unwilling to give us any uneaniness, turned 
aside to conceal the titter, from which Aey were 
■utterly unable to refrain. 

On our way we observed varion groups of 
people seated onder the sptcading bnmcties of 
superb trees, vending provisioBS and country 
cloth ; and on our approach many of these arose 
and bowed, whilst others fell on their knees before 
UB in token of respect. We reached the dwelling 
which had been prepared for us about tiiree o'clock 
in the afternoon, but as the day was too far 
advanced to visit the chief or king, we sent a 
messenger to inform him of our intention of 
paying him our respects to-morrow morning. 
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March 23d.— Al nine o'clock this moming, 
agreeabljr to yesterdtiy's firointse, we visited the 
chief at his residence, nhich is somewhat more 
thm half a mile from oui own. On our entrance 
he was ettting on a couple of boxes, in a small 
bamboo apartment, from whose sides w^e sus- 
pended a great quantity of muskets and swords, 
with a few palliy umbrellas, and a oouple of horses' 
tails, which are used for the purpose of brush- 
ing away flies and other insects. King Adooley 
looked up in our faces without making any obser- 
vation, and did not rise from his seat to con- 
gratulate us OR onr arrival. He appeared in 
deep reflection, and thoughtfully rested hie elboir 
on an old wooden table, pillowing his head on 
bis hand. One of the most venerable and 
ancient of his subjects was squatted at the feet <^ 
ia» master, smoking from a pipe of eslraordinary 
Isngth-; whilst Lantern, his eldest sou and heir 
apparent, was kneeling at his side, etiquette not 
allowing the youth to sit m presence of his father. 
Everything bore an air of gloom and sadness 
totally diflereot from what we had been led to 
expect. We shook hands, but the pressure (d 
the diief was so very faint that it was scarcely 
perccfftible ; yet, notwithstanding this apparent 
coldness, we seated ourselves, one on each side, 
without ceremony or embarrassment. The con- 
versation was commenced on our part by inquiring 
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aflei' the chiefs liealth, which was answered only 
by a languid smile, and he again relapsed into his 
former thoughtfulness. We then displayed to the 
greatest advantage the presents we had brought 
for liim from England ; they were accepted, it 
is true, but without the slightest demonstration of 
pleasure or satisfaction ; tbey were scarcely looked 
at, and were carried away by his attendants with 
real or seeming indifference. Tliis was very mor- 
tifying, but we said not a word, though it was 
the easiest thing imaginable lo perceive that all 
was not right. A reserve, the cause whereof we 
could not define, and a coldness towards us fo( 
which we could in no wise account, marked the 
conduct of the once spirited and good-natured 
chief of Badiigry, and prepared us to anticipate 
various difficulties in the prosecution of our plans, 
which we are persuaded will require much art 
and influence to surmount. Adooley left us 
abruptly in the midst of the conversation, and did 
not return for some time. 

Wearied at length with his long delay, we de- 
spatched a messenger to acquaint him that we 
were becoming impatient, and would feel obliged 
by his immediate return, in order to put an end to 
our conference, or palAver as it is emphatically 
styled, as speedily as possible. On receiving this 
message the chief hastened back, and entered the 
apartment with a melancholy countenance, which 
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was partially coDcealed behind large volumes of 
smoke from a tobacco-pipe which he was using. 
He seated himself between ua as before, and gave 
us to understand in a very low tone of voice, tliat 
he was but just recovering from a severe illness, 
and from the efiects of a variety of misfortunes, 
which had rendered him almost broken-Iiearted, 
His generals, Borabanee and Poser (mentioned 
in Clappeiton's Journal), and all his most able 
warriors, had either been slain in battle, or fallen 
by other violent means. The former in particular, 
whose loss he more particularly lamented, Iiad 
been captured by the Lagos people, who were his 
most inveterate enemies. When this unfortunate 
man was taken prisoner, his right hand was imme- 
diately nailed to his head, and the other lopped off 
like a twig. In thismanner he was paraded through 
the town, and exposed to the view of the people, 
whose curiosity being satiated, Bombanee's head 
was at length severed from his shoulders, and 
being dried In the sun and beat to dust, was 
Bent in triumph to the Chief of Baddgry. To 
add to his calamities, Adooley's house, which con- 
tained an immense quantity of gunpowder, had 
been blown up by accident, and destroyed all his 
property, consisting of a variety of presents, most 
of them very valuable, that had been made him by 
Capt^ Clapperton, and by European merchants 
and traders in slaves. The chief and his women 
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escaped with difficntty irom the conflagration ; bat 
as it was ihe custom to keep the muskets and 
other fire-arms cotistantly hiaded, their conitentB 
were discharged into the bodies and legs of those 
individuals that had flocked to the spot tm the 
first alarm. The flames spread with astonishing 
rapidity, notwithstanding every exertion, and ende^ 
in the destruction of a great part of thetown. Hub 
accounted in some measure for the sad and grie- 
vous expresfiion bo strongly depicted on the cbieTB 
countenance, but still another and more power5il 
reason had doubtless infjienced him on this ooca* 
sion. 

On retaming to our residence, a nnmber of 
' principid men,' as they style themselves, were 
introduced, to complimeBt us on coming to their 
country, although titeir true and only motive for 
visiting our quarters was the expectation of obtain* 
ing rum, which is the great object of attnction to 
all of them. We have been annoyed dunng the 
better part of this daybya tribe of ragged beggars, 
whose importunity is really disgusting ; and the 
, number of old fat^headed and pot-belGed men, 
and skinny, flap-eared women of the last century, 
has been immense. To these garrulous ladies and 
gentlemen have we been obliged to laugh and 
talk, and shake hands, and cradt fingers, and 
bend our bodies and bow our heads, and place 
our hands with solemnity on our heads and breasts ; 
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make presents, and cringe, fa*vn, and flatter up 
to the present moment, which is past bed-time. 
We have not indeed had a momanf s relaxation 
from this excessive fatigue ; and the considera* 
tion that we have laeen waited on by the chiefs 
eldest son has been forgotten in the mortify- . 
ing inconvaniences to which we have been sub- 
jected. 

Had Job, amongst his other trials, been es- 
posed to the horrors of an interminable African 
pal&cer, his patience must liave forsaken bim. 
For my own part, I am of opinion that I shall 
never be a general favourite with this ever-grin- 
ning and loquacious people. If I taugh, and 
laugh I moat certainly must, it is done against 
my inclitiBtion, and consequently with a very 
bad grace. For the first five years of my life, 
I have been told that I was never evoi seen to 
smile, and since that period, Heaven knows, 
my merriment bos been confined to particular 
and extraordinary occasions only. How then is 
it possible tliat I can be grinning and playing 
tiie fool from morning to nightj positively with- 
out any just incentive to do so, and sweltering 
at the same time under a sun that causes my 
body to burn with intense heat, giving it the ap- 
pearance of shrivelled parchment? Fortunately, 
these savages, for savages they most certainly 
are in the fullest extent of the word, cannot dis- 
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tinguish between real mi fictitious Joy ; and 
although I waa vexed at heart, and wished them 
all at the bottom of the Red Sea, or somewhere 
else, I have every reason to believe that my forced 
attempts to pleaae the natives have so far been 
successful ; and that I have obt^ned the reputa- 
tion, which I certainly do not deserve, of being 
one of the pleasantest and best tempered persons 
in the world. 

One of the Fetish-men has just sent us a 
present of a duck, fully as large as an English 
goose ; but as the fellow expects ten times its 
value in return, it is no proof, I think, of the 
benevolence of his disposition. Last night we 
were obliged to station armed men around our 
house, for the purpose of protecting our goods front 
the rapacity of a multitude of thieves tiiat infest 
this place, and who display the greatest cunning 
imaginable, to ingratiate themaelves into out 
favour. We arose unrefreshed this morning, at 
day-break, the noise of children crying, the firing of 
guns, and the discordant sound of drums and horns, 
pre\enting us from enjoying the sweetness of re- 
pose, 80 infinitely desirable after a long day spent 
in a routine of tiresome ceremony and etiquette. 

March 24(A, — One of the chief's messengers, 
whoiaa H&ussa Mallam,* or priest, presenteilliim- 

* Mallam signifieB ' learned.' — ClapptrloR, 



lelFat the door of our house this morning, followed 
by a large and handsome spotted Bheep ftom bJB 
Bative country, whose neck was adorned with little 
beJls, which made a pretty jinghng noise. We 
were much prepossessed in this man's favour by 
the calmness and serenity of his countenance, and 
the modesty, or rather timidity of his manners. 
He was dressed in the Hbussa costume, viz., cap, 
tobe, trousers, and sandals. He wore four large 
silver rings on his thumb, and his left wrist was 
ornamented with a solid silver bracelet, This is 
the only individual that has yet visited us purely 
with disinterested motives, as all the others make 
it a practice to beg whenever they favour us with 
their company. But the MalJam, it is to be under* 
stood, is a Mussulman, and it is the last of the 
fihamadan, bo that he is forbidden by his creed 
either to eat or drink from the rising to the setting 
of the sun. 

A Falatah residing in the town has agreed to 
supply us with with cow's milk every morning, as 
long as we may have occasion to remain ; be is like- 
wise a Mohammedan ; and imitating the example 
of the Mallam, he scrupulously adheres to the ri- 
gorous precepts of his religion. 

The chief's eldest son has been with us the 
greatest part of to-day. The manners of this 
young man are reserved, but respectful ; he is a 
great admirer of the English, and has obtained a 
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unattering of their language. Although hi» ap- 
pearance is extremely boyish, he has already 
three wires, and is the father of two chiUreD. 
His front teeth are filed to a point after the aan- 
ner of the Lagos people, but uotwidiBtaQdiiig tiiis 
disadvantage, his features bear lets marks of fero- 
city tiian we have observed in the-coantenuice of 
any oneof his countrymen, while his general depoit- 
nent is iniittitely more pleasing and humble thuD 
dieirs. WhenaskedjWbelherifitwereinhiBpowet 
to do so, he would injure us two, or any Euro- 
pean that might hereafter visit Bad&gry, he made 
no reply, but silently approached our seat, and 
falling on his knees at our feet, he pressed me with 
eagerness to his soft naked bosom, and affection" 
ately kissed my hand. I thought that language 
and expression would not have been half so elo- 
quent as this. 

We have heard to-day that peace has been esta- 
bhshed between Porto Novo and Baddgry. The 
messenger that brought this agreeable news has 
presented Adooley with three slaves, from his 
master, the chief of the former state, as a token 
that it is to be lasting. This distracted country is 
ever at war with her neighbours, and consequently 
is always in a state of agitation asd poverty. 
Provisions are from the same cause extremely 
scarce and dear. 

Snce our conference with the chief on Tuesday 
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we have leBrned with surprise and sorrow, that a 
party of the populace have expressed theniBelves 
decidedly hostile to our projects, and that its 
leaders are continuaUy with Adsoley, using all 
tieir infloence, and uterciring dl their cunning, 
in order to awalien his slumhering jealousy. They 
eftdeavour to ponuade turn to desund, ere he 
grants iwleave to pais thrmgli his country, a sum 
of moneyT wUch they axe all aware it is not in ouE 
power to fuf, and iJierefore, they imagine we shall 
be compelled to abondun ths undertaJiii^. The 
first intimation we received of the effect of these 
iuBinuations on the mind of the chief was brought 
us this moraing by one who pronounces himself to 
be on ' OUT side.' Tliis man assured us with an 
ominous visage, that Adooley had declared in the 
hearing of all the people, that the coat we had given 
him was Intended for a boy, and not a man ; it was 
therefore unwoidiy hia acceptance as a king, and 
he considered that we meant to insult him. The 
coat alluded to by Adooley is indeed extremely old- 
fashioned, and belonged to a surgeon in the navy 
idwut twenty ^ais ^o, notwithstanding which it is 
BOW abnost as good as new, and was made very 
ihowy by die addition of a pair of tarnished gold 
epaulets. Nor can anything he cleaeer than tliat an 
enemy of ours has been striving to render the chief 
discontented and mistrustful, smce nothing was so 
giadXy received aa diia very coat two days ago. 
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To counteract the efforts of the nialicious, we have 
been unusually busy to>day in sounding the dispo- 
sition of those, who, we are inclined to believe, 
from the fondness they evince for our rum, are 
favourable to our intentions and devoted to our 
interests. 

Two mulattoes reside in the town, one of whom; 
by name Hooper, acts as interpreter to Adoo- 
ley, and shares a good deal of his confidence. 
He was bom at Cape Coast Castle in 1780, and 
was for many years a soldier in the African corps. 
His father was an Englishman, and he boasts of 
being a British subject. He is excessively vain of 
his origin ; yet he is the most confirmed drunkard 
alive, always getting intoxicated before breakfast, 
and remaining in a soaking state all day long. 
Tliis does not, however, make him regardless of 
his personal interests, to which, on the contrary, 
he is ever alive, and indeed sacrifices every other 
feeling. Tiie other mulatto can read and write 
English tolerably well, having received his edu- 
cation at Sierra Leone ; he is a stave to Adooley, 
and is almost as bad as Hooper as to drinking. 
These political adviaera of the chief we hare 
had Uttle difficulty in bribing over to our interests: 
we have likewise been tampering with several 
native chiefs, apparently with equal success. Un- 
fortunately, every one styles himself a great and 
powerful man, and old Hooker himself calls ahost 



Chip.!.] nAY AT BADAGRY. 17 

of ragged scoundrelB, ' noblemen and gentlemen.' 
Each of these he advises and conjures us to con- 
citiate with present*, and especially spirituous 
liquors, in order to do away any evil impression 
they may secretly have received, and oblain their 
suffrages, though it should be at the expense of 
half the goods in our possession. There is hardly 
any knowing who ia monarch here, or even what 
form of government prevails. Besides the king of 
kings himself, the redoubtable Adooley, four fel- 
lows assume the title of royalty; namely, the 
kings of Spanish Town, of Portuguese Town, of 
English Town, and of French Town — Bad&gry 
being divided into four districts, beating the 
names of the European nations just mentioned. 
This evening we received an invitation from 
the former of these chieftains, who by all ac~ 
counts was originally the sole governor of the 
country, until his authority was wrested from 
him by a more powerful hand. He now lives in 
retirement, and subsists by purchasing slaves and 
reselling them to Spanish and Portuguese traders. 
In him we found a meek and venerable old man, 
of respectable appearance. He was surrounded 
by a number of men and boys, his household 
slaves, who were all armed with pistols, da^ers, 
muskets, cutlasses, swords, &c., the manu&ctuie 
of various European countries. In the first place 
he Inured us, ^at nothing could give him more 
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pleasure than to wdcotne m to Bad^ry ; and he 
veiy mud) wondered that we had not viaited him 
before. If we hada preBent togivehim, hee^, 
he would thank ns, but if we had not, stjll he 
would thank ua. A table was then brought out 
into the court before the honaa, whereon decanters, 
and glasses, with a burning liquor obtiuned from 
the Portuguese, were placeJ. In one comer of 
the yard was a little hut, not more than two feet 
in height, wherein had been placed a fetish figure, 
to preserve the chief from any danger or mischief, 
which our presence might otherwise have entailed 
upon him. A portion of the spirit was poured into 
one of the glasses, and fiom it emptied into each of 
the others, and then drunic by the attendant that 
had fetched it from the house, Thk is an old 
-cuetom, introduced, no doubt, to prevent masters 
from being poisoned by the treachery of their slaves. 
As soon as the decanters had been emptied of their 
contents, other ardent spiritii were produced ; btd 
as my brother imagined that fetish-water had been 
mingled with it, we simply took about a tea-spoon- 
ful into our mouths, and privately ejected it on tbe 
ground. The old chief promised to return our 
visit to-marrowi and lifiiug up his hands and 
eyes to Ueav«i, like a child in the attitude of 
prayer, he invoked the Almighty to preserve and 
bless us (for this was the inteifiretstion of his ex- 
^ressions)- We then salutad bim in the uBud 



manner, and returned, well pleaaed, to our own 
babitation. 

If one raay be allowed to form an opinion of 
tbe popnlatJon of Baddgry, irora the vast number 
of sellers he meets with, or rather if the number of 
buyers bean any proportion to them, the town 
BtusI be wonderfully populous, for though the old 
chief's residence is above a mile and a half from 
ours, people were found vendii^ a variety of arti- 
cles at every step of the way. 

We are most anxious to proceed on our journey, 
.bnt the chief Adooley evadaa our eolidtations ta 
-depart under the most frivolous and absurd pre- 
tences. He asserts that his principal reason fur 
detaining us here, against our inchnation, is the 
'^preiiensicm he enlertains for our safety, the road 
not being consideredin a good state. Under this 
impression he has despatched a messenger to 
Jenna, to ascerbun if the aff^rs of ^t country 
Tvairant his sending us thiihsr. Tlie M king of 
Jenna, who it will be recollected behaved so kindly 
to Captain Clapperton's lastmission, is dead ; and 
although a successor has been appointed to fill his 
))lace, he is not yet arrived from Katunga. This' 
being the ease, no one will be at Jenna to receive 
■vs. Meantime^e rainy season is fast approacliing, 
-as is sufficiently announced byrepeated showers and 
«ccaMonal tornadoes ; and what makes us still more 
desirous to leave this abominable place, is the fact 
c3 
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(as we have been told) that a sacrifice of no less 
^an three hundred human beings, of both sexes 
and all ages, is shortly to take place. We often 
hear the cries of many of these poor wretches ; 
and ^e heart sickens with horroT at the bare con- 
templation of such a scene as awaits us, should 
we remain here much longer. We, therefore, 
cui only wish, that if such is to be the case, we 
may not be compelled to witness this bloody 
abomination. 

March 25(A.^-We were awoke this morning by 
the warbling of a variety of small birds, which, 
perched on the branches of the beautiiiil trees sur- 
rounding our house, serenade us so charmingly 
that we can never close our eyes after day-break; 
in fact, it would be a shame in us to do so 
whilst we can listen to melody so truly enchantbg. 
Shortly after the sun rises our house is full of 
visitors; and from that time till evening we re* 
sign ourselves very complacently to a species 
of punishment which is, I fancy, less tolerable 
than purgatory. After cracking fingers a hun- 
dred times, and grinning as often, we were in- 
formed this forenoon, that the chiefs messenger 
had returned from J^nna ; but, for some reason 
at present unknown to us, the man was almost 
immediately sent back ; and we are told, that 
we cannot quit Badigry until he again makes 
his appearance. It Is the custom in this place, 

n G^K)^!.- 
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that when a Bian cannot pay liia respects in person 
to another, he sends a servant with a sword or 
cane, in the same manner as a gentleman de- 
livers his card in England. We have received a 
great number of compliments to-day in this fashion ; 
and it is almost superfluous to say that a cane oc 
Bword is at all times a more welcome and agree- 
able visitor than its owner would have been. 

We had not finished breakfast this morning 
before Hooper introduced himself for his accus- 
tomed glass of spirits, to prevent him, according 
to his own account, from getting sick. He took 
the opportunity of informing us, that it would be 
absolutely necessary to visit the ' noblemen' that 
had declared themselves ' on our side.' As we 
strove to court popularity and conciliate these 
vagabonds by every means in our power, we ap- 
proved of Hooper's counsel, and went in the first 
place to the house of the late General Poser, 
which is at present under the superintendence of 
his head man. Him we found squatting indolently 
on a mat, and several old people were holding a 
conversation with him. As the death of Poser is 
not generally known to the people, it being con- 
cealed from them for fear of exciting a commotion 
in the town, for he was universally loved and 
respected, we were not permitted even to mention 
his name, and the steward set us the example by 
prudently confining hia conversation to the neces- 



sity of making him a present proportioDable to hia 
expectations and the dimity of hia situation. 
MuekelB and other warlike instruments were sus- 
pended from the sides of the apartment, and its 
ceiling was decorated with fetishes and Arab 
texts in profusion. Gin and water were pro- 
duced, and partaken of with avidity by all present, 
more especially by the two Mulattoes that had 
attended us, which being done, the head-man 
wished the ' Great ^irit' to prosper us in all our 
undertakings, and told us not to forget his present 
by any means. We shortly afterwards paid our 
respects, and quitted the apartment with feelings 
of considerable satisfaction ; for its confined air 
was so impure, that a longer slay, to say the 
least of it, would have been highly unpleasant. 
As it was, we had consumed bo much time in 
Poser's house, that we found it necessary to alter 
our intention of visiting the other chiefs ; and 
therefore resolved to pay our respects to Adootey, 
whom we bad not seen for two days. Accord- 
ingly we repaired immediately to his residence, 
and were welcomed to it with much better grace 
than on any previous occasion. 

The chief was eating an undrest onion, and 
seated on an old table, dangling hh legs underneath 
it with a vacant thoughtlessness of manner, which 
our abrupt intrusion somewhat dissipated. Ha 
informed us of bis intention of sending us on out 



journey on tiie day after toMnoirow, when he ex- 
pected that the people of Jenna would be in a. 
suitable condition to receive us. He was full of 
good nature, and promised to make my brother a 
present of a horse, which he had brought with him 
from Soccatdo on the former expedition ; he added 
tliat he would sell another t9 me; and that he most 
particularly wished to examine the goods we in- 
tended taking witii us into the ' bush,' as the un- 
cleared country is called, in onlar that he might s^ 
tisfy himself we had nothing objectionable amongst 
them. Having expressed our thanks to Adooky 
for his well-timed present, and agreed to Uie con- 
ditions he proposed, we all pBrt0<A of a little 
spirit and water, which soon made us the best friends 
in the imiveme. During this pal&ver, the chiefs 
sister and two of his wives were ogling at us, and 
f^gghng, until the approach of the chief of Eng- 
Ush town and the rest of our party put a sudden stop 
to their entertainment, on which they presently left 
the apartment. These men cametosettie a domestic 
quarrel, which was sotm decided by the cliief, who, 
after receiving the usual salutation of dropping on 
the knees, with the face to the earth, chatted and 
laughed immoderately. This was conudered by 
MS as a happy omen. Very little ceremony is ob- 
served by the meanest of the people toward their 
sovereign. They converse with him with aslittleie- 
terve as if he were no better than themselves, while 
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lie pays as much attention to their complainta aa 
to those of the principal people of the country. 
I should think that Adooley is not entirely desti- 
tute of the virtues of hospitality, for we observed 
with pleasure that the remainder of his onions were 
divided equally amongst the chiefs who had come 
to visit him, and were received by them with 
marks of the highest satisfactioD. 

ThisaAernoon a herald proclaimed the approach 
to our habhation of the venerable chief of Spanish 
Town, with a long suite of thirsty followers. The 
old man's dress was very simple, consisting only 
of a cap and turban, with a large piece of Man- 
chester cotton flung over his right shoulder, and 
held under his left arm. This is inlinitely more 
graceful and becoming in the natives, than the 
most showy European apparel, in any variety of 
which, indeed, they generally look lUghly ridi- 
culous. After we had made him and all his 
attendants nearly tipsy, the old chief began to 
be very talkative and amusing, continuing to 
chat without intemussion for a considerable time, 
not omitting to whisper occasionally to the inter- 
preter, by no means to forget, after tiis depar- 
ture, reminding us of the present we had promised 
him, for it is considered the height of rudeness to 
mention any thing of the kind aloud in his pre- 
sence. Our rum had operated so cheerily upon . 
his followers in the yard, that fat and lean, old 
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«nd young, cotnineDced dancing, and continued 
pcrrorming the most laughable antics, till they 
W^re no longer able to stand. It amused us 
infinitely to observe these creatures, with their old 
solemn, placid- looking chief at their head, stagger- 
ing out at the door-way ; we were in truth but 
loo happy to get rid of them at so cheap a rate. 
Hooper shortly afterwards came with a petition 
from twelve ' gentlemen' of English Town, for 
the sum of a hundred and twenty dollars, to be 
divided amongst them ; and having no resource, 
we were compelled to submit to tiie demand of 
these rapacious scoundrels. 

Late in the evening we received the threatened 
visit from Adooley, who came to examine the 
contents of our boxes. He was borne in a ham- 
mock by two men, and was dressed in an English 
linen shirt, a Spanish cloak or mantle, with a cap> 
turban, and sandals. His attendants were three 
half-dressed little boys, who, one by one, placed 
themselves at their master's feet, as they are in the 
habit of doing. One of them carried a long 
eword, another a pistol, and the third a kind of 
knapsack, filled with tobacco. We presented the 
cluef with brandy, equal in strength to spirits of 
wine ; and he swallowed a lan;e quantity of it 
with exquisite pleasure. The boys were per- 
mitted to drink a portion of the liquor every time 
that it was poured into a glass for Adooley ; but 
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plough it was so very strong, it (mxtaced no gri- 
mace, nor the slightest distoiiJon of countenance 
in these little fellows. The fondness of the natives, 
er rather their passion for strong waters, is asto- 
nishing,~&nd they are valued entirely in proportion 
to the intoxicating effects they occasion. Adooley 
smoked nearly all the While he remuned in our 
house. As each box was opened, however, he would 
take the pipe slowly A'om his mouth, as if per- 
fectly heedless of what was going forward; and 
from the couch whereon he was reclining, re- 
gard with intense curiosity each article as it was 
held out to his observation. Everything that in 
hia opinion demanded a closer examination, or 
more property speaking, everything he took a 
fiincy to, was put into hia hands at his oivn 
request ; but as it would be grossly impolite to 
letum it after it had been soiled by his fingers, 
with the utmost nonchalance the chief delivered it 
over to the care of his recumbent pages, who 
carefully secured it between their legs. Adoole/s 
good taste could not of course be questioned ; and 
it did not much surprise, though it grieved us, to 
observe a large portion of almost every article in 
(he boxes speedily passing through his hands into 
those of his juvenile minions Nothing seemed 
nnwortliy his acceptance, from fine scarlet cloth 
to a child's farthing whistle ; in fact he requested 
a couple of these little instruments to amuse him- 
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self widi in retirement! And altbongh he hag 
received guno, ammunttioii, and a variety of goods 
to the amount of nearly three hundred ounces * of 
gold, he 'is so far &om being satisfied that he is 
continually g^mmblin^ forth his discontent Gra- 
titude is unknown both tg him and his Hubjects ; 
the moitt one giveB them, the more pressmg are 
their importunities for otlier favours. The very 
food that one eats and the clothes that he wears 
are begged in so fawning a tone uid manner, as 
to create disgust and contempt at the first inter- 
view. 

It was nearly midnight before Adooley arose 
irom his seat to depart, when he took his leave, 
with broad cloth, and cottons, pipes, snuflt-boxes, 
and knives, paper, ink, whistles, &c. Sec., and 
even some of our books, so avaricious is this 
Chief of Badigry. 

March 26lh. — We arose early this morning for 
the purpose of arranging some trifling matters, 
and taking our breakfast in quietness and com- 
fort ; but we had scarcely sat down when our 
half-naked grinning acquaintances entered to pay 
us die compliments of the day. Notwithstanding 
our chagrin, so ludicrous was the perpetual bow- 
ing and scraping of these our friends, in imitation 
of Europeans, that we could not forbear laughing. 



in good earnest. Our rum, which had been kindly 
supplied U3 by Lieutenant Mataon, we are happy 
to Eay, is now nearly all consumed, and the uum- 
bet of our general visitors has diminished in exact 
proportion to its decrease ; so that we are begin- 
ning to feel the enjoyment of an hour or two's 
quiet in the course of a day, w iiich is a luxury we 
could hardly have anticipated. The chief sent his 
son this morning to us, requesting a few needles 
and some small shot. We could ill spare the 
latter, but it would be impolitic to refuse liis 
urgent solicitations, whatever may be their ten- 
dency. 

The liorseB promised by Adooley have been 
sent for us to examine. They appear strong and 
in good condition ; and if they play us no wicked 
franks in the ' bush,' no doubt they will be emi- 
nently serviceable. 

This evening Poser's head man, who we under- 
stand is one of the Chief's first captains, returned 
our visit of yesterday, folbwed by a multitude of 
friends and retainers. He had been determined, I 
believe, before he left home, to be in an ill- 
humour mth us, and perhaps he had treated him- 
self with an extra dram for the occasion. Tlds 
great bully introduced himself into our dwel- 
ling,— his huge round face inflamed with acorn, 
anger and ' potations deep.' He drank witli even 
more avidity than his countrymen, but llie liquor 
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produced no good impression on him, serving 
rather to increase his dissatisfaction and cho' 
ler. He begged everything he eavr, — and when 
we had gratified him to the best <rf our power, he 
began to be very abusive and noisy. He said he 
was convinced we had come into the country with 
no good intentions, and accused ua of deceit and 
insincerity in our professions ; or in plainer terms, 
that we had been guilty of a direct falsehood in 
stating that we had no other motive for under- 
taking the journey than to recover the papers ctf 
Mr. Park at Yftoorie. He was assured that we 
were afraid to tell the true reason for leaving our 
own country. We withstood his invectives with 
tolerable composure, and the disgraceful old fel- 
low left us in a pet about half an hour after his 
arrival. 

It is really a discouraging reflection that not- 
withstanding the sacrifices we have made of all 
private feeling and personal comfort for the pur* 
pose of conciliating the good opinion of the peo- 
ple here, — the constant fatigue and inconvenience 
to which we have been subjected,— the little arts 
we have practised, — the forced laughter, — the un- 
natural grin,< — the never-ending shaking of hands, 
&c. &c., besides the dismal noises and unsavoury 
smells to tvhich our organs have been exposed, 
still some scoundrels are to be found hardened 
i^ainst us by hatred and prejudice, and so un- 
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grateful for all our gifts and attentions, as to 
ti^e a delight in poisoning the rainits of tbe 
people against us Iiy publicly aseertnig that wc 
are English spies, and make ase t^ other inven- 
tions equally ^se and malicious. Pitiable, in- 
deed, must the lot of that mam be, who is obliged 
to drag on a year of existence in so miserable a 
place as this. Nevertheless we are in health and 
spirits, and perhaps feel a secret pride in bang 
able to subdue our rising dissatisfaction, and ia 
overcoming difficulties which at a first glauce 
-seemed insurmountable. By the blessing of 
Heaven we shall proceed prosperously in out 
undertaking, for in the Divine goodness do we 
alone repose all our confidence and hopes of 
■euccess. We may say that pleasure and enjoy- 
ment have accompanied ua hither. The clear- 
ness of the sky is pleasant, and its brilliaacy, 
— the softness of the moon — the twinkling bright- 
ness of the stars, and the silence of night, — the 
warbling and the flight of birds, the hum of in- 
'sects, and the varied and luxuriant aspeot of beau- 
tiful Nature, are all charming to us. And what 
■on earth can be more soothing or delightful than 
thought of home and kindred, and anticlpationB 
of a holier and more glorious existence ? These 
are true pleaaures of which tiie barbarians canned 

To-day the fast of the Rhamadan ends ; and 
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to-monow will be lield as a holiday by die Mu- 
Jtanunedass of the place. 

StUurdap, March 27th. — The noise and jargon 
of our guests pursue us even in skep, and our 
dreams are disturbed by fancied palkveis which 
are more unpleasant and vexatious, if possible, 
in iheii effects, tlian real ones. Early this morn- 
ing we were loused from one of Uiese painful 
clumbers, to iisten to the dismal yell of the hyena, 
the shrill crowing of cocks, the hum of night-flies 
-«>d mosquitoes, and the hoarse croaking of frogs, 
together with the chirping of myriads of crickete and 
x>theT insects, which resounded through the air as 
though it had been pierced with a thousand whistles. 

Just after suntise, two Mohammedans arrived at 
our house with an invitation for us to aecompany 
them to the spot selected for the performa&ee of 
their religious jites and observaiKxs. "niis being 
4 novelty, we embraced the proposal with plea- 
sure, and followed the men to the distance of 
about a mile &odi our house. Here we observed 
a number of their countrymen sitting in detached 
groups, actively employed in the duties of lus- 
tration and ablution. It was a bare space of 
ground, edged with trees, and covered with sand, 
'^e Mussulman were obliged to bring water with 
^em in c^bashes. Seated in a convenient si- 
tuation, underneath the spreading branches of a 
myrtle-tree, without being seen, we could observe 
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all their actione. But a number of boys Boon 
intruded themselves upon our privacy, and to 
say the truth, wc were more amused by the art- 
lessnesB and playfulness of their manners than 
with all the grave mummery of the Mohammedan 
worshippers. Groups of people were continually 
arriving at the spot, and these were welcomed to 
it by an occasional flourish of music from a native 
clarionet, &c They were clad in all their finery, 
their apparel being aa gaudy as it was various. 
The coi'p-d'mil presented by no means an un- 
interesting spectacle. Loose tobes, with caps and 
turbans, striped and plain, red, blue, and black, 
were not unpleasingly contrasted with the original 
native costume of figured cotton, thrown loosely 
over the shoulders, and immense mah hats. 
Manchester cloths, of the most glaring patterns, 
were conspicuous amongst the crowd ; but these 
were cast in the shade by scarfs of green silk, 
ornamented with leaves and flowers of gold, and 
aprons covered with silver spangles. Very young 
children appeared bending under the weight of 
clothes and ornaments ; whilst boya of maturei 
years carried a variety of offensive weapons. 
The Turkish scimitar, the French sabre, the Por- 
tuguese dagger, confined in a silver case, all 
gleamed brightly ; and heavy cutlasses, whh 
rude native knives, were likewise exhibited, half 
devoured by cankering rust Clumsy muskets 
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and fowling-pieces, as well as Arab pistols, 
were also handled with delight by the joyful 
Mussulmen. In number the religionists were 
about a hundred and fifty. Not long after our 
arrival, they formed themselves into six lines, 
and .having laid aside many of their Buperfluoua 
ornaments, and a portion of their clothing, they 
put on the most sedate countenances, and com- 
menced their devotiona] exercises in a spirit of 
seriousness and apparent fervor, worthy a better 
place and a more amiable creed. In the exterior 
forms of their religion, at least, the Mussulmen 
here are complete adepts, as this spectacle has 
convinced us ; and the little we have seen of them 
has led us to form a very favourable opinion of their 
general temperance and sobriety. The ceremony 
was no sooner concluded, than muskets, carbines, 
and pistols were discharged on all sides; the 
clarionet again struck up a note of joy, and was 
supported by long Arab drums, strings of bells, 
and a solitary kettle-drum. The musidans, like 
the ancient minstrels of Europe, were encouraged 
by trifling presents irom the more charitable of 
the multitude. All seemed cheerful and happy ; 
and on leaving them, several, out of compli- 
ment I suppose, discharged their pieces at our 
heels; and were evidently delighted with them- 
selves, mth us, and the whole world. In. the 
path ve met a fellow approaching the scene of 
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innoeeiit diaaipalioii, clotlied most fantaalically in a. 
flannel dress, and tiding on tbe hack of what -we 
were- infonDed was a wooden hone. He wKi. 
stimxHided by natives of all ages, wlio were iaugb. 
ing moat extniagmtly at. the unnalurat c^wring: 
of tbe thing, and adminng the ingenuity of ils 
contriraaoe. The figure itself waa enticely con-r 
ceated with clotb, which rendered it inqtoesiblv 
toditoover by what ageney it moved. Some yean 
ago, I saw a monster something sknilaT.to it widi. 
a company of mountebanks in a towa in the wrat 
of England, which,, amongst ita other pit^ertiefl, 
used to swallow children ; and In all probability, 
this ' wooden horse' is constructed on a similar 
princi^de. Its bead was covered with red cloth; 
and a pair of sheep's ears answered tbe purpo«8< 
for which they woe intended tolerably well. Yetr 
on the whole, though it was easy to perceive that, 
a haise was intoided to he represented by it, the; 
figure waa clumsily enough executed. As soon as 
this party had joined the individuals assembled 
near the jdace of w<»ahip, a startling, shriek oC 
lau^lcr testified the tumultuousjoyof the wonder- 
ing multitude. The sun shone out resplendently. 
on tbe happy groups of fancifully -dressed per- 
sons, whose showy, various-oolouied garments^ 
and Booty skin, contrasted with the picturesquai 
and lovely appearance of the scenery, produced aa 
unspeakaUy obarauDg. efiect. The fi^ge ez— 
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hibited every vuiety and tint of grea), from the 
Bombre sliade of the iBtttsncholy yew to the lirely 
TOidure of the poplar and young oak. For myielf, 
I was delighted with the agreeable. lamble ; and 
ima^ned that I could distiognidt from the notes 
of the BongBtera of the ^ove, the swelling stcaini 
of the English skylark ^id thrut^, with the mom 
gentle warbling of the finoh and linnet. It was 
indeed a brilliant momiDg, teeming with life and 
faeaaty ; and recalled to my memory a thouaand 
affecting aHodationa of sanguine boyhood, when 
I was thougl^eea and haj^y. The barbarians 
around me were all cheerful and full of joy. I 
have heard that, like sorrow, joy is contagious, 
and I believe that it ia, for it impired me with a 
similar gentle feding. 

The 27th of Mareh in this [^oe ia what May- 
day is in many coanlry places in England, and it 
stxongiy reminded us^it But here unfortunately 
there are no wUta faces to enliven us: and a want 
of the lovely complejtion. of our beautiful country- 
women, tbged with its ' celestial red,' is severely 
felt ; and so is the total abaence here of that gold^ 
chain of kindness which links them to the tnder 
aasociatea of their festive ^oyments. By and 
bye, doubtless, familiarity with black faces will 
lecoacile meto them ; but at ]weBent I am com- 
pelled to o<ni that I cannot help feeling a ^ry 
coiuidex(d>Ie share of averntm towards their jetty 
d2 



complexions, in common, I believe, ffith most 
strangerB that visit this place. 

Owing to die holiday, which is e<]ually prized 
and enjoyed by Mohammedan and Pagan, our 
viBiterB to-day have been almost exclusively con- 
fined to a party of HJlussa Mallams, who entered 
OUT dwelling in the forenoon, perfumed all over 
with musk, more for the purpose of gratifying their 
vanity by displaying their finery before ua, than 
of paying us the compliments of the day, whidi 
was avowedly the Hole object of their intrusion. 
One oi two of tbem were masticating the goota 
nut; and others had had their lips, teeth, and 
finger nails stained red. Each of the Mallams 
was attended by a well-dressed tittle boy of agree- 
able countenance, who acted as page to his mas- , 
ter, and was his protkgk. Neither of the men 
would eat or drink with us ; yet whilst they 
were in oar company, they seemed cheerful and 
good-humoured, and were communicative and 
highly intelligent. In answer to our questions, 
they informed ub that two rivers enter the Quom 
or 'Great lUver' at Funda, one of which is 
called the Coodoonia and the other the Tthadda 
(from the lake Tshad) — that a schooner might 
sail ttOTa Bomou to Funda on the latter rivei 
without difficulty — that Funda is only twenty- 
four hours' pull from Benin; and twenty-nine 
days' journey from Bomou. At the close of « 
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long and to us rather intereBting conT«rsation, 
our viBiters expressed themselves highly gratified 
with theii TeceptioD, and lefi the hut to repair to 
their own habitations. 

These men, though slaves to Adooley, are very- 
respectable, and are never called on by [heir mastei 
except when required to go to war, supporting 
themselves by trading for slaves which they sell 
to Europeans. They wore decent Nouflie tohes, 
Arab redcaps, and H&ussa sandals; and . both 
in their manners and conversation, the Mallams 
are infinitely superior to the ungentle and malig- 
nant natives of Badfigry. 

Sunday, March 2%th. — Luckily the inhabi- 
tants of this place consider this as a holiday ; and 
their singing, dancing, and savage jolhty have 
possessed greater charms for them than an empty 
rum cask, though it be backed by two white 
faces. With a trifling exception or so, we liaye 
in consequence been unmolested by our visiters of 
the everlasting giin and unwearied tongue during 
the day. Tins happy circumstance has afforded 
us opportunity and ample leisure for. spending the 
Sabbath in a manner most agreeable to our feel~ 
ings, — by devoting the greater part of it to the 
impressive duties of our Divine religion — in hum- 
bling ourselves before the mercy-seat of the great 
Author of oui being, and imploring Him to be 
our refuge and guardian, to shield ua ^m every 
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danger, and reader oui undertakings hi^Miul and 
proBpeiouB. 

Mondaj/, Marvh 3MA.— Lut ught a Fantee 
was plundered of hia effects, and Etabbed bj' an 
aaauun below the ribs, to that his life is de- 
spaired of; and not long after Urn was <Kmo- 
veMd, a 'fetish' (religious rite) was perfonaad 
.over the. remains of a native tbat had been found 
.dead, but who was in perfect health a few hotoB 
before. The lament of the mlatiTes of the de- 
ceased was ddeful in a high degree; and no 
aounds could be more dismally mournful than 
those shrieked forth by them on the ocoaakm. 
The chief summoned us yesterday to tepair to his 
lesidence in order finally to se^ the btninMS 
Telative to oni journey into the intetier, bufwe 
refuted to have any disputes with him on the 9nb- 
bath, and promised to wait on him this morning 
instead. AAer breakfiwt, therefore, we redeemed 
our pledge, by paying him the promised visit. 
Adooley received us with I»s accustomed pelile- 
ness and gracious nnite. He said he wished to 
inform us of his intention of detaining us at 
BadJLgry a day or two longer, the 'path' not 
being considered in a fit slate for trarelliBg, 
rather than his reputation should suffer by leading 
OS into danger, which would undoubtedly be the 
case if he had not adopted his present resolution. 
Yet, he continued, we might depend on Ihs word 
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as aking tint we should have libmty to.d«p&rt od 
'KtuTedey iraoniing next at the latest. Nowwe 
well knew .that tJu eooBtiy was OKverma more 
jieaceable or qaiet: state than at the mom^t he 
was speaking ; and ate mortified bejond mesanie 
at the po^etual evasioiiB and oontxadictienB of 
tbtsohie£ We r^^ret also that the dry season is 
£tst jdrawing. to a oloae, land that we shall be 
ftbliged to tnrel in the udoy moidhfl. When 
Adodeyiiad.made this declaration, he requested as 
tawrite on paper in Ma presence for a &ff things 
miach lie -willed to procme eithar from Cape 
-CoaetCaatle, or from England, as a retam for 
the protection he had pnunised us. Amongst 
other aitioles enmnerated, are 'four v^menlal 
cot^, such aa are worn by the Eing of England, 
for himself, and forty lesa splendid than these, for 
the use oS his captains ; two long brass gUBS, to 
mn on swivels; fifty nuukets, twenty ]»rrels of 
gnnpowder, four handsome swords, and forty cat- 
lasses;' to which sue added, 'two puDcheona of 
mm, a carpenter's chest of tools, ^with oils, p^nts, 
and brushes,* the chief himself boastbg that he 
«M a blacksmith, carpenter, painter, and indeed 
«very trade but a tailor. Beeides these . trifles he 
wished to dbtaia a haif^dosen rochets, and a 
rocket gun, with a st^ei from Cape Coast, 
capable of undertaking the management of it. 
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And laBtly, hemodeBtly ordeied two puncheons of 
cowrieB to.be sent him, ' for the purpose of de- 
fraying in part the exposes he hod incurted in 
lepelling the attacks of the men of Porto Novo, 
Attli, and Juncullee, the tribes inhabiting those 
places having made war upon him for allowing 
Captain Ciapperton's last mission to proceed into 
tlie interior without t}ielr consent. We asked, 
jocosely, whether Adooley would be satisfied with 
these various articles, when, having considered 
for a few moments, and conversed aloud to a few 
of his chiefs that were in the apartment at the Ume, 
he replied that he had forgotten to mention hu 
want of a large umbrella, four casks of grape 
shot, and a barrel of flints, which having also 
inserted in the list, the letter .was finally folded 
and sealed. It was then delivered into the hands 
of Adooley, who said that he should send it by 
Accra, one of his head men, to Cape. Coast 
Castle, and that the man would wait there till all 
tlie articles should he procured for him. If that 
be the case, wc imagine that Accra will have a very 
long time to Wiut. 

Our interpreter, old Hooper, having been sus- 
pected by the chief to be in our interest, a young 
man named Tookwee, that understood a little 
Eni^lish, was sent for, and commanded to remain, 
during the whole conference, in order to. detect . 
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any error that Hooper might make, and to eee 
that everything enumerated by the chief should 
be written in the list of articlee. 

During this long and serious conversation, we 
were occasionally enlivened by the mutic of three 
little bells, which were fastened to the tails of the 
same number of cats by a long string, and made a 
jingling noise whenev» the animals thought pro- 
per to divert themselvea. Besides these, and as 
an accompaniment to them, we were favoured 
with the strains of an oi^an, which instrument a 
little boy was placed in a corner of the apartment 
purpoBely to turn. - 

' A young Jenna woman came to visit us this 
forenoon, accompanied by a female friend fi^om 
H&uasa. Her hair was traced with such extraor- 
dinary neatneis, that we expressed a wish to exa- 
mine it more minutely. The girl had never be* 
held such a thing as a white man before, «nd 
permission was granted with a great deal of coy- 
nesB, mixed up perhaps with a small portion of 
fear, which was apparent as she was slowly unty- 
ing her hirban. No sooner, however, was our 
curiouty gratified, than a demand of two hundred 
cowries* was inusted on by her companion, that, 
it was alleged, being the price paid in the interior 
by the male sex to scrutinize a lady's hair. We 
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were obUged to coDform to dft eatafaliBbcd'iji 
at which the women ezprsMed themwlns highly 
delighted. The hair wkich had excnted.aiiBdmi- 
ratiim wu made up in the dxqte of a hauar's 
helmet, and very ingeniouBly traced on tbe tap. 
irregular figmeawentiluwiae IvaUed OB «ach side 
«f tbeJi«ad,*nda bandof worked tin«Bd,iljed in 
indigo, encircled it below the QBtnral hair, which 
seemad by its t^htneae and oloeanMsto hMRe 
l>een glued fast to. the skin. This yOHog Jeuna 
woman. is hj Saz the moat intereiting, botii iniaee 
.and form, of.aay we have seen eince onr landb^ 
and her prettiness is rendered more engogiag by 
iiei retirjng nodeaty and perfect artletsnesa of 
mannui, which, whether obaetrad in bkek ac 
-white, ateaare to oonmand the. esteem aad raro- 
icaice of the ot^r tex. Her ey elids irere itauwd 
with a bluiah-Uack powder, which is the hihb 
.kind of substance, I have no doubt, as tiiat de- 
«cribed in a note in Mr. Beekfotd'a ' Vathek.' 
Her person maa excessively dean, and hw apps- 
lel flowing, naat, and .graceful. Before taking 
-leave, the girl's unworthy companion informed ua 
that hei jMvteg^ was manied; but diat as her 
Jmsband waa left bcinnd at Jenna, she would 
prevail on her to visit uain the evening after sun- 
set. Of cotnse we expieiead em abhorrence of 
the proposal,' and were really grieved to reflect 
that with so much meekness, innocence, modesty, 






Ctop.!.] »JETJLT.SU)A-aKT. 43 

and beauty, om timid frioiid thould be expoaed to 
4he wiles of a crafty and wicksd woman. 

We have longed to ditcovet a solhary jiitae 
iingeriDg anoint t^ natiree irf tiKs. place, bat.as 
yet -our acuch has been inefiectiuJ. 

As a ooBtiast -io the youthfulindiTidaal detcrilMd ' 
above, an old witbeved woman antered ourToi- 
^enee in the evuiing, and began profMung &e 
>Bio«b unbounded alfectioQ for my brother ^nd wlf. 
She had dnak eo moch Tom that sb» could scaTGcIf 
«tand ; was the owner of a mostTorbidding coun- 
ianasce; and four of her front testh had disap- 
^uredtvom her upper jaw, which oanud a UDgMp- 
iar and (tiaagreeable indention of &e .npper lip. 
We were diggwted with the j^jpearanee .and Itata' 
£il iainiliarity of Sbis ancient hog, who had thus 
-paid sojll aoomplimentto. our vanity, and boImb- 
itpKoAyme forced .her oat of the yard witfaoot any 
«eren>ony. 

We shot a hawk this evening whiofa waB bcnet- 
ing over onr honee, at the request of eevraal of 
■^e natives, who^ate ike body of the bird, but pre- 
ferred its headand claws, to render thun 'keen 
of eye, and swift of foot.' The king willnotallow 
>us to go to Jenna by the nearest beaten path, on 
-the plaa that as sacred fetish land wouid lie in our 
:nay, we should die the moment we should tmd 
op on it. 

Tuexiay, March SOth^—The occurrences of this 
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d&y may be related in very few. words. Tlie plea- 
B&ntest newa we hear, is the fact of the king of 
Jenna having arrived at that town from Katuoga. 
His messenger arrived here this morning, and 
came to see ua In the aftemooQ, accompanied by 
a Mend. We regaled him with a glass of rum, 
according to om; general custom, the first mouth- 
ful whereof he «^uirted from his own into the 
mouth of his associate, and vice vend. This is 
the first time we have witnessed this dirty and diB~ 
gusting practice. The chief sent for us again this 
afternoon, and summed up the measure of hb ex- 
orbitant demands by requesting a gun-boat, with 
a hundred men from England, and a few common 
tobacco-pipes for bis own private use. We could 
easily ^ve a hill for the former ; but the latter we 
dared not part with at any lisk, because, consider- 
ing the long journey before us, we are convinced 
we have nothing to spare ; indeed, it is our opinion 
that the presents will all be exhausted lung before 
b be completed. With the same facility we have 
written a paper for forty ounces of gold to be 
distributed amongst the chief of English Town 
and the rest of our partisans. We had adjusted 
these little matters to the apparent satisfaction of 
all parties, when we were most agreeably sur- 
prised by an assurance from the chief that we 
shall quit this place to-morrow afternoon with the 
newly-arrived Jenna messenger. We are accord- 
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ingly on the qui vive in getting everything in « 
state of fonvardneaB for our departure ; nor can we 
help wishing, for the sake of out credit, that we 
may never meet such needy and importunate 
fiiends as have pestered us since our residence in 
this town. 

The soil of Bad&gry consists of a layer of fine 
whitish sand over loam, clay, and earth. The 
sand is so soft and deep, that no one can walk on 
it without considerable labour and difficulty. The 
natives procure the necessaries of life chiefly by 
fishing, and the cultivation of the yam and Indian 
com. In the former employment they use nets 
and spears, and liliewise earthen pots, which they 
bait with the palm nut. These novel instruments 
are furnished with small apertures, not unlike 
those of a common wire mouse-trap. Oranges, 
limes, cocoa-nuts, plantains, and bananas, are 
produced in abundance in the neighbourhood. 
The better sort of people are posBessed of a small 
kind of bullock, with sheep, goats, and poultry; 
the chief himself is a drover and butcher, and when 
in want of money, he orders one of his bullocks to 
be slaughtered and publicly sold in the market. 
The dwellings of the inhabitants are neatly con- 
structed of bamboo, and thatched with palm 
leaves. They contain several apartments, all of 
tiiCm on the ground- floor. Some of the houses or 
huts are built in the cooxie form, which is nearly 
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raimd, and odurs aie in the ftxm of an obk»9 
■qtine ; ^ have eatodlent yaida alfetdwd to them^ 
nlienia lh»o>lreai and oAers are planted in- row*, 
aad it giTe» one plauive to look at the deanli- 
Mna and taate which prevail imtkcae couits. . Tbv 
land is excessively fertile ; and if the natixea oookl 
only bejinduaed to lay aude dieir habitoal indo- 
lence, and theslug£^>bnenoftIiBirchai!aeten,aBd 
devote a little.more attention to tbe impMvemeni 
of the Boit, the coontry might soon be brought.t* 
m exbnundinary pitch of beanty and perfection. 
As it is,' vegetation springs fbtth spontaneoBsly, 
is luxniiant even to ranknesa, and is evn pleas- 
ingly vradant. 

If a view of Bad&gry and ita enviicns could 
anywise be obtained, we are penuaded it would 
be delightful in tbe extreme ; but the grouttd is 
everywhere so low and flat, tbat^KA a single eraip 
nence, however small, can be diioavered. Owing 
to the peculiaiity ci our situation; and tbe shott 
time wchave been with the natives, it is not to bo 
supposed that we could have famed any very cor- 
rect estimate of their manners, or gtenetal dtaiafi' 
tei. It is likely enough that we have seen only 
ihe dark side of tbeb ^positions, for we havf 
been ccmsideied by them as a kind.tJ mwrk for thn 
exercise of thdr cunning and other evil piopensti 
ttes, and they have played off their chicanery oa 
xa with advantage to AemseWeB. Had ws saca 
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a uagle good-nataired man amoDgst Aem, it 
would give UB great pleasuie to relate tbe fact ; 
buc^reaUy we hBre not beenae fortnoate — we have 
met witk nothing but Belfishneia and r^weitjr fnm 
tbe chief to tbe meaneit of his pe<^e. The reli- 
gion of Bad&gry is Mohammedanum, and tbe 
very wont speciet of paganism, that which saao- 
tiona and enjoins the sacrifice of human behigB, 
asd otbxi ahonuBakle practices, and tbe worship 
oi imaginary^ demons and fiends. By somemeimB 
many of the inhabitants have picked i^ a number 
of English words, which school-boya and chitdren 
at home would style 'very naughty;' and thesn 
a«e made use of at all times without any partictdar 
iseaning being attadied to them. We hare ob- 
aerred one virtue in the younger branches of' tbe 
community — it is tbe pr^ound. respect and reve- 
rence which they entertain for their elders, and 
which has> perhaps nev» been surpassed in any 
age ctf country, not even anongst: the ancient 
^nrtans themselves. 



Addalk, OT Jdooky, as he is more generally 
called, isthepreaentrulerof Badfigry.andyonngee 
brother to the late chief of Lagoi. Dmingj the 
lifetime ofhia father, and for ooantlesc ages^befbrs 
tliAtpeiiodTBad&gTy was a province of Lagoa, and 
tnbntaiy to it, as liOgos is, and has been from 






time immemorial, to the powerfiil king of Benin. 
Adooley evinced in early youth an active and in- 
genious disposition, and an extraordinaiy fondness 
formechanical employments and pursuits. This bias 
of Adooley soon attracted the attention and notice 
of hia father, and this revered parent did all that his 
Blender means atForded of cherishing it, and of 
encouraging him to persevere in his industrious 
habits. Whilst yet a boy, Adooley was a tolerable 
carpenter, smith, painter, and gunner. He soon 
won the admiration of his father, who displayed 
greater partiality and affection for him than for 
either of his other children, and on his death-bed 
nominated this favourite son his successor, to the 
«tclu»on.of his first-bom, which is against the 
laws of the country; the eldest son being invariably 
understood as the legitimate heir. For some 
Ume afler his decease, liowevei, no notice was 
taken of the dying request of the Lagos chieftain ^ 
his eldest son ruled in his stead, notwithstanding 
his lastinjunction-i and Adooley, for a few years, 
wisely submitted to his brother without murmur- 
ing or compl^nt. The young men at length quar- 
relled ; and Adooley, calling to remembrance the 
words and wishes of Ms father, rose up against 
the chief, whom he denominated an usurper ; and 
vehemently called upon his friends to join him in 
^puling hia authority, and endeavour to divest 
him of his powerand consequence. All the slaves 



of his deceued parent, amongst whom was a great 
number of HJuissa Mallams; all who bore any 
personal dislike to the ruling chief, or were dis- 
contented at his form of government ; those who 
preferred Adooley, and the discontented of all 
ranks, formed themselves into a strong body, and 
resolved to support the pretensions of their fa- 
vourite. The brothers agreed to decide the quar- 
rel by the Bword, and having come to a general 
engagement, tlie partisans of the younger were 
completely routed, and fled with their leader before 
the victorious anna of the opposing party. 

Fearing the result of this contest, Adooley, with 
a spirit of filial piety, which is not rare amongst 
savages, and is truly noble, dug out of the earth, 
wherein it had been deposited, the skull of his father, 
and took it along with him in his flight, in order 
that it might not be dishonoured in his absence, 
for he loved Ws father with extraordinary tender- 
ness, and cherished his memory as dearly as his own 
life. The headless body of the venerable chief, like 
those of his ancestors, had been sent to Benin, in 
order that its bones might adorn the sacred temple 
at that place, .agreeably to an ancient and re- 
spected custom which has ever been religiously 
conformed to and tenaciously held by the Lagoa 
people. But Adooley displayed at the same time 
another beautifiil trait of piety and filial tenderness. 
At the period of his defeat he had an aged and 
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infinn mother living, aaA ker<he deteaoiaed to 
take with him, let the coiuequeBceH be 'trtut the^f 
«aight. With .his accustomed foiesighl he had 
pievioH^y made ^a Jcind of (tage or box, in case 
there ibould be a necesnty for T«moving her. 
Hie .grther'a skull hawing been diaintetred and se- 
-cnred, he implored hia mother to take immediate 
-advantage of this cage, as &b only means of 
.escaping with 1&. She willin^y acceiled to her 
son's request, and waa home off on the ahouldets 
of four slaves, to a viUf^e not fisr distant irom 
Lagos, accompanied by Adooiey with his fugitive 
train, where theyinu^ned thenmelvttB secure from 
further molestation. In this opinion, however, 
they were deceived ; for the more fortunate chief, 
auBpicioHS of Ins brother's inturtions, Mid dreading 
-his influence, would not suffer him long to remain 
in peace ; but drove him out soon after, and 
hunted him from place to ]dace like a wild beast. 
In this manner,' retreating from his brother, he at 
last Teaehed the flourishing town of fiad&gry, 
and being quite wearied with his exertions and 
fatigues, and disheartened by his miefortnnesj be 
set down his beloved moAer on rthe grass, and 
began to -weep by her «de. The principal people 
of die town were well acquainted with his circmn- 
stances, and admiring the nobleness of his senti- 
ments, they not only pitied him, but resolved to 
protect and beftiend him to the last. 



For this purpsie tbay preeently invited iiim to 
.atlend a .council which tiiey had hastily fanned. 
-WhenintbemidatoftheBi, perceiving tsare falling 
•&et down his cheeks, they:ashed him why he wept 
eo 7 ' Foolish hoy,' - eaid they, ' <wipe away thoie 
' teare, for they ase tmnorthy of you, and show 

* youisslf a man and a pcince. From this moment 

* we Bd<^t you out chief; you shall lead us on to 
' war, and we will fight against your brother, and 
'either prevail over him or pc^sh. Here yom; 

■*.'molher may dwell in lafetyiandibere yonrfirther's 
'^dnill shall be reveieBcad as it ought to be. 

* Come, then, lay aside your feai8,,and lead us on 

* kOgahiat yoni enemies.' Thesewere in the bush, 
iMai hovezmg near Bad&gry, when Adooley and 
Us graerouB friends ^sallied out against them. 
.The i^^DDg, or rather skirmishing, huted many 
days ; and many people, it is said, wereslain on 
both sides. But the .advantage was decidedly in 
.fiwouT of the Bad^rhms, whose superior Imow- 
ledge of the district and the secret paths of the 

.wood -was of consideimble service to them, enabling 
themito lay in ambush and attack their eusmieB by 

fiurpiiee. The Lagos peojde at length gave up 
the/unequal contest in despair, and returned to thedr 

.mm country. Adooley was ^us \eh in quiet 

.qnasession of an important and influei^al town, 
which deohired itself independent of Lagos for 
ever. Since then, various unsuccesslul attempts 



have been made to compel the BadiigrianB to 
return to their allegiance. The latter, however, 
have bravely defended their rights, and in con- 
sequence their independency haa been acknow- 
ledged by, the neighbouring tribes. 

In the year 1829, the warlike chief of Lagos 
died ; and Adooley, conceiving it to be a favour- 
able opportunity for the re-assertion of his claims 
to the vacant ' stool,' as it is called, determined to 
do so, and assembled his faithful Baddgrians for 
the purpose of making an attack on his native 
town. He imagined that, as his brother was dead, 
he should experience little oppwition ^m his 
countrymen ; but he soon discovered that he 'had 
formed an erroneous opinion, for almost at hia 
very outset he met with a stout resistance. His 
brother had left an infant son, and him the people 
declared to be the legitimate heir, and unani- 
mously resolved to support. 

The sanguine invaders were repulsed and en- 
tirely defeated, notwithstanding their tried bravery 
and utter contempt of danger, and were forced to 
return home in confusion, without having accom- 
plished any thing. In this unfortunate expedition 
Bombanee and all the principal warriors were 
slain.' A similar attempt has since been made aa 
Lagos more than once, and with a umilar result 
On our arrival at Bad&gry, Adooley was but just 
recovering from the effects of these various morti- 



Jications and other disasters ; and singular en ocigh, 
he has had the artfulness, as we have before 
said, of laying the whole blame of them to hit 
having permitted the last African miasion to pass 
through his territories, contrary to the wishes of 
his neighbours, and those who were interested in 
die matter. 

Justice is not unfrequently administered at Ba- 
digry by means of a large wooden cap, having 
three comers, which is placed on the head of a 
culprit at the period of his examination. This 
fantastic work of mechanism, no doubt by the 
structure of internal springs, may be made to move 
and shake without any visible agent — on the same 
principle as the enchanted Turk, or any other 
figure in our puppet-shows. It is believed the 
native priests alone are in the secret. When this 
cap is observed to shake whilst on the head of a 
suspected person, he is condemned without further 
evidence being required ; hut should it remain 
without any perceptible motion, his innocence is 
apparent, and he is forthwith acquitted. The 
fame of this wonderful cap makes a great fuss in 
the town, and as many marvellous stories are told 
of it here as were related in England a century ot 
two ago of the famous brazen head of Roger 
Bacon. 

A respectable man, the chief of French Town, 
was tried by the ordeal of the cap a short tima 
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since, for having, it was alleged, accepted a bribe 
of the Lagos cliieftain to destroy Adooley by 
poison. The fatal cap was no sooner put on his 
head than it was observed to move slightly, and 
then to become more violently agitated. The 
criminal felt its motion, and was terriiied to such 
a degree, that he fell down in a swoon. On awak- 
ing, he confessed his guilt, and implored forgive- 
ness, which was granted him by Adooley, because, 
it was said, of his sorrow and contrition, but really, 
no doubt, of his birth and connexions. 

During our Stay at Bad&gry, the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged between 86° and 94° in our 
hut, being oftener stationary nearer the latter than 
the former. 






CHAPTEE II. 

D«partiae bom Bodigij— Paw thnmgh Wow— SagUt— 

B&&ha — Sat,t6 — Bldjia — Liiatoo—Lirro tu J^ina. 
Tumday, March Sli^— Wb bade adieu to the 
Chief of Bad^^ry in good tone tius morning, and. 
during the day packed up' all our things ready for 
oar departure. We repaired to the banka of the- 
river at san-ut, expecting to find a canoe which 
Adooley had. promiied should be sent there for 
our use; but having waited above two hours, and 
finding it did not arrive, we placed the goods in 
two smaUer canoes, which were lying on the 
beach. These BOon proved to be leaky, and as no 
other resource was at hand, we were fain to wai 
as patiently as we could for the canoe promised 
us. Ereiything betrayed the lukewannness and 
indifference of the chief who had received so much 
from us, and who expected so much more ; but we 
bad answered his purpose, and now he took no 
fordier notioe of us. In two more hours Hooper 
made his aj^ieatance in Adooley's war canoe, 
which he had prevailed on him to lend us. This 
was placed diiectLy between the two others, and 
their coutenta speedily transferred into it. It 
was between ten and eleven o'clock at night 
when wewere fairly launched out into the body of 

■ Gooylc 
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the river. The canoe was above forty feet in 
length i it waa propelled thiotigh tJie water hj 
poles instead of paddles, and moved slowly and 
silently along. It was a clear and lovely night ; the 
moon shone glorious 'as a silver shield ;' and, re- 
flectiing the starry firmament on the unruffled sur- 
face of the water, the real concave of heaven, with 
its reflection, seemed to form a perfect world. The 
scenery on the borders of tlie river appeared wild 
and striking, tliough not mt^^ificent. In the de- 
licious moonshine it was far from uninteresting. 
The banks were low, and partially covered with 
stunted trees ; but a slave factory and a fetish hut 
were the only buildings we observed on them. We 
could not help admiring at some distance ahead of 
our canoe, when the mndings of the river would 
permit, a noble and solitary palm-tree, with its 
lofty branches bending over the water's edge ; to 
us it was not unlike a majestical plume of feathers, 
nodding over the head of a beautiful lady. 

Proceeding about ten miles in a westerly direc- 
tion, we suddenly turned up a branch joining the 
river from the northward, passing on our leA the 
village of Bawie, at which Captain Clappertoa 
landed. We saw several small islands, covered 
wilii rank grass, interspersed in different parts of Uie 
river. They are inhabited by myriads of frogs, 
whose noise is more hoarbe and stunning than ever 
proceeded from any rookery in Christendom. As 
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we went up the river, our canoe-men spoke to 
their priests, who were invisible to us, in a most 
sepulchral tone of voice, and were answered in 
the same unearthly and doleHil manner. These 
sounds formed our night's serenade. Notwith- 
standing the novelty of our situation and the in- 
terest we took in the objects which surrounded us, 
I was overcome by fatigue, and wrapping a flannel 
dress round my person, fell fast asleep. 

TAundajf, April 1 ri. — The hard and uncomfort- 
i^le couch whereon we had reposed last night 
made our bodies quite sore ; and occasioned us to 
awake at a very early hour this morning. At six 
A.M. we found ourselves still on the river, and our 
canoe gliding almost imperceptibly along. From 
half a mile in width, and in many places much 
more, the river had narrowed to about twenty 
paces ; marine plants nearly covered its suibce, 
and marsh miasma, loaded with other vapours of 
die most deleterious quality, ascended from its 
borders like a thick cloud. Its smell was pecu- 
liarly offensive. An hour afterwards we arrived 
at the extremity of the river, into which flowed a 
stream of clear water. Here our canoe was 
dragged over a morass into a deep but narrow 
rivulet, so narrow indeed that it was barely pos- 
sible for our canoe to float, without being entangled 
in the branches of abundance of trees, which were 
shooting up out of the water. Shortly afterwards 
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1M fnmd it to nadca a liU^; the marine- ptants 
and abnibs diujipeaiied altogether; andlkebonglia 
of beantifial trees whiofa htm^ over tin baaka ovcr- 
diadoived' ua io^ their stead, forming an arch-like 
oatK^.impNviouBtotheBiui'BrByBi TLeriverand 
tMs Imtei stream abound nith aUigatots and hip- 
popcMou ; and wild ducks, and a variety of other 
aquatic birds, leaoTt to them in consideiaUe quan- 
tities. Monkeys and parrots inhabit the bianchea 
oCfthe treas, and make an abominable chattering 
and soiae belireen them all tka day long. We 
landed about faalf-past eight in the morning, in the 
sight of a great maltitndQ, that had assembled tO' 
gaae at -us. 

Passing through a plaee where a large fair os 
market is held, and where many thousands, oC 
peoi^ had congregated far the purposes of trader 
we entered «a extensiTe and rotnantiG town c«lledi 
9^010, which is situated in a valley. The m^W 
part of the inhabitants had never before had aa op- 
portunity of seeing white men, so that their curio* 
sity, as may be supposed, was exceaeive. Two <^ 
the principal p«non« came out to meet us. preceded 
by men bearing large silk umbrellaa, and another 
jAtfiag a horn, which {voduoed B«ich terribto. 
sounds, that we gladly took refuge, as soon as we 
could, in the chiefs house. The apartment into 
which we were introduced, is furnished with a roof 
precisely like the roof of a common English barn. 



inverted. In the middle of it, which reached to 
within a; few inches of the floor, a large square 
hole hsd been made, to admit air and water to a. 
shrub' that was growing directly undw it The. 
most remaricable, if not the only ornament in the' 
loom, was ajjoaMity of human jaw-bones, hung 
iqf on the mde of the wall like a atraig of imions. 
After a formal and most ceremoMoin introduc- 
tkm, we were liberally regaled with- water from a 
calabash, w^h is a coraplunent the natives pay toi 
all strangers, and then shown into a vary smaU 
apartment. Here my brother endeavoured to pio- 
Gsre a litde deep, having remamed aw^e la^ 
night ; but we were so annoyed by perpetual inter* 
toptions and intrusionB, the firing of muskets, the 
garrulity of women, the unceamg squall of chil- 
dren, the drunken petitions of men and boys ; 
and a langh, (but it is quite ont of my power to 
desorSie it— one that approximates more to the 
nature of a hone-laugh, than anything I laiow)— 
•0 that it was found impossible to close one's eyes. 
The mariiet of this place ia supplied abundantly 
widi Indian com, palm oil, Stc. ; together with 
tttma", and other articles brought hither from the 
bOTders of the desert of Zaarba, through the me- 
diumoE the wandering Arabs. Bythe Tegulatlona 
of the fetiefa, neither a white man noi a horse ia 
permitted to sleep at Wow during the night sea- 
•'Avigetableslktli. 
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HDD. We know not what Is become of thehoraeB; 
diey were to have preceded us to this place by 
iantl, but are not yet arrived. With respect to 
ourselves, we shall be obliged to walk to a neigh- 
bourJDg village, and spend the night there. . Oui 
course to this town, through this creek, was N.b.E., 
and Bad^gry is distant from it about thirty miles, 
by the route we have come. 

; A violent thunder-storm, which is called a tor- 
nado on the coast, visited us tliis afternoon, and 
conlined us to the ' worst hut's worse room,' till it 
had subsided, and the weather became finer. At 
three p.m. we sallied forth, and were presently 
saluted by hootings, groans, and hallooings^ from a 
multitude of people of all ages — from a child to 
its grandmother, and they followed close at our 
heels as we went along, filling the ur with their 
laughter and raillery. A Merry- Andrew, at a 
country town in England, during the WhltSQa 
holidays, never excited so great a stir, as did our 
departure from Wow this afternoon. But it is 
* fool's day,' and somfe allowance ought to be made 
for that, no doubt. We had not proceeded more 
than a dozen paces from the outskirts of the town, 
when we were visited by a pehing shower, which 
wetted us to the skin in a moment. A gutter or 
hollow, misnamed a pathway, was soon overflowed ; 
and we had to wade in it up to our knees in water, 
and through a most melanch<dy-looking forest, 
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before vre entered a village. It is called Sd$bu, 
and is about eight milee from Wow. We were 
dripping wet on our arrival, and the weatber etill 
continuing unpleasant, it wassome time before any 
one made his appearance to invite us into a hut. 
At length the chief came out to welcome us to his 
village, and immediately introduced us into a long 
narrow apartment, wherein we are to take up our 
quarterB for the night. ^ It is built of clay, and is 
fiimiehed with two apertures to admit light and 
air into ^e room. One end of it was occupied 
with a number of noisy goats, whilst ws took pos- 
session of the other. Paskoe and his wife are 
lying on mats at our feet ; and a Toby Philpot, 
with his ruddy cheek and jug of ale, belonging to 
the chief, separate them from the goats. The 
remainder of our people have no where to sleep. 
The walls of our apartment' are ornamented with 
strings of dry, rattling human bones, written 
charms, or fetishes, sheep-skins, and bows and 
arrows. We did not repose near so comfortably 
as could have been desired, owing to the swarms 
of mosquitoes and black ants, which treated us 
very despitefuUy till morning. 

Fridca/, April 2d. — Between six and seven 
o'clock A. »., we continued our route througJi 
woods, and large open patches of ground, and at 
about eleven in the forenoon, arrived at the borders 
of a deep glen, more wild, romantic, and pictu- 
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.nsque, dun can^be conceived. It is eacloaed 
and overhung en all sides by trees of amazing 
height nod dJmMMione, wbieh hid it in deep st»- 
^dow. Fancy might pictace a spot, so silent and 
stdemn^as this, as the abode of genii and ^nnes; 
everytliing conduoii^ 4o render it grand, iselaK- 
choly, and venerable ; «nd the glen only wants an 
■o\d dilapdated castle, a rock with a nave in it, or 
Bomething of the kind, to ruider it the most int^ 
resting place in the univeTse. There ma one beau- 
itiful sight, however, whioh ve would notomitmai- 
tioningfordie worid; — it was that of an incredible 
.somber of bnlterflies, fluttering about us like a 
Bwann of bees ; ibey liad dKwen this, no doubt, 
MB a place of refiige against the fiiry of the ele- 
ments. They were variegated by the most br^ 
.liant tints and colooringe imaginable — the wings 
of some were of a shiniug green, edged and 
sprinkled with gold; osiers were of sky-blue 
and silver ; others of purple and gold delightfully 
blending into each other ; and tbe wings of aone 
were Uke dark silk velvet, trunmed and bnuded 
with lace. 

To revert from insects lo men : our foIlcMvers 
formed a group at once savage and impeaing. 
As thay winded down the palka of the .glen, Hlth 
their groteeque clothing and anas, bundl«s, -axid 
fierce black countenances, they might be mistaken 
for a strange band of ruffians, of the meet fauful 
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chsiaoter. fieatdes onr orrn, we had hired twenfy 
mea of Adooley to cony the luggage, »a there are 
no bca«s :of burden in the country*. Being Ail 
aeaemblfld At the bottom of the glen, we EtHHid 
that a long and daagerons bog or awamp, 'fiM«d 
with putrid water, and the decaying renahiB ef 
-regetiible lubttencea, inteneoted our p«kb, and 
mint neeesMrily be crossed. Bougbs of treas 
had been t^own into t^ swamp by tone good- 
natured people to assist travellers in tiie attempt, 
-eo that onr men, fisniBhing themaelres with 
long poles, "which they used as walking-stieks, 
with much difficulty and exertion succeeded 
in getting over, and fewer accideids occurred to 
them than could bare been supposed "pe«sib)a 
from the nature ofthe slough. For my own part, 
I was ttdias on the back of a large and powerful 
man, of amsEing strength. His brawny shoul- 
ievs supported me witbont any apparent fatigue 
on his part ; and be carried me tbrongh hc^ and 
■water, andoverbrancbesof trees, nobi^er than a 
man's leg, rendered slippery with mud, in safety 
io the oppoute side. Although he walked as fast 
and with as much ease as his companions, he did 
not lay me down for twenty minutes, the swamp 
being,' as neariy as we oould guess, a full quarter 
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of a mile in length. We then walked to a small 
village called £d(fta,' whence without stopping we 
continued our journey, and about four in the after- 
noon passed through another village, somewhat 
larger than the former, which is called SoaU>. 
Here we found ourselves bo much exhausted witk 
over'&tjgue and want of food, that we were com> 
pelled to sit down and rest awhile, and here— 
' Naked youths and painted diiefi admin 
Our speech, our colour, and our strange attira.' 
But they are a very uncourteoua and clowmsh 
race, and teased us so much with their rudeness 
and begging propensities, that we were glad to be 
rid of them hy setting out again. Having passed 
two other swamps in the same manner as we had 
done before, we were completely tired, and could 
go no further, for we had heen walking all day, ia 
an intricate, miserable path, sometimes exposed to 
the sun, and aometimes threading our way through 
a tangled wood. It is now six o'clock in the 
evening — our people are gone to the next town to 
fetch the horses, which |Adooley promised should 
meet us yesterday ; and my brother and I are 
resting by ourselves under a grove of trees, which 
is in the udghbourhood of a body of stagnant 
water, wherein women are bathing and casting 
side-long glances at us. It is a low, marshy, and 
unwholesome spot, and it is extremely probable 
that we shall he obliged to sleep here on the grass 
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allnigbt; but what can we do ? The vilbge, it is. 
true, is not many mileB a-bead, but then we aret 
unable to walk. 

Salttrday, April 3d.— We had made fires of 
dried wood and £iUea leaves last eveoing, and had. 
prepared to repose for the night under a canopy of 
trees, and were in fact actually stretched at full 
length on the turf for that purpose, when we were. 
agreeably suiprised by the arrival of four of our 
men irom the village with hammocks ; for though 
sleeping in the open air, with ' heaven for one's 
canopy,' in a dark wood, and all that, may be very- 
pretty in description, yet ia reality nothing can 
be more disagreeable, for the crawling of ants, 
black worms, &c., over one's face, disperses the 
most enchanting reverie. These hammocks werq 
highly acceptable, and we were lifted into them 
with very grateliit feelings. It is pleasant, too, 
a6er a long day's journey on foot, to be carried 
aloDg BO easily on one's back, to see parrots and. 
other solemn birds perched on the branches of 
very tall trees, whilst the trees themselves seen^ 
capering away from one most surprisingly; as 
well as to gaze on the cheerful moon, and admira 
all the host of heaven, 

AJW a cbanniag jourtiey of eight or ten miles, 

we entered the luge and populous town of Bfe^ie*, 

wherein Captain Peaice and Dr. Morrison fell 

* Here the ttaveUeii flrat cross Clapperton'i route. 
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tick, en tlie lut expeftios. About a.^uait» of « 
mile from ike tovA we wen met by ■ fcHow wUi 
a cow's hom, who chiming in w^ a tmnp^ae 
tiiat had «io«»piiued tts from Wow, prodvced 
a htmnoinr sarptsBiii^ all that had preceded it> 
Two men Mowed the BDdjie inmiciuwidi um- 
brellas of variegated silk, and thus honorared lai 
Ascorted, we wore set down, amidrt a ciowd <d 
people, In the centra oi the town. Ai usual tbs 
natires testified the wHd delight they felt at ouc 
viait by dapping of hands and load bursts -oS 
laughter. Presently, at the noise of three or Cone 
drams, which was a signal that ^te chief was 
prepared to receive ns, the nmltitude qattted ua 
rimidtsneously, and rushed to the spot iritere hs 
was sitting, and to which we also were desired ta 
proceed. The cMef shoc^ banili with as hi great 
good humour, and we renariced with pleasure, or 
fancied we couM, that not only his laugh, but that 
of Ihs people, was a more social and ciriliied kind 
of sound than what of late we had been aocuatomed 
to hear. Nevertheless when I shook hands with 
the ehieTs son, which act is not wry divertii^ 
fe its^, the byBtanden sc4 np so geBeral a roar of 
laughter, that the town rang withthanoiBc; and 
irfien I ventared further to place my hand on his 
head, they were yet mort amauBgly tickled, and 
actually 

< »iridi'd likt maa^ikn t(m ntt of tbs Mrih.*; 
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As 900B as Ibe eerenHmy of tDtrodoetioB wu ever, 
xnd the admiration of the pec^le n«e conQnod 
within ntional boundt, we wished tb« chief a 
pleasant night's rest, and wne conducted into a 
comfortable, imy hut, whicfa had a Teiatidah ia 
front. Shortly afterwards he sent us a goat for 

' We were in momenlaiy expectation of hearfag 
MHse account of our horses from Bad&giy the 
whole of the moramg and afternoon, and Ikave 
indeed waited here at Btiijie to-day far that par* 
pose, and in order that the men with the lu^ag* 
nay have time to OTertake ns, for they have beat 
Irindered by the swamps and quagmires whteh wa 
ourseWes fesnd so much difficnlty in croasingi 
But just about aun-set two fdlows arrived fnm 
Baddgry, with the ntorUfying intelligence that 
our horses woidd net remain on Hk water in 
canoes, bat having upset one of th^, and kicked 
out the bottom of another, had swam on shore 
and been led ba^ to Bad&gry. We are per- 
suaded that this story has been made up for the 
occasion, and thus by the bad faith of Adooley 
are we deprived of our horses ; we have put our* 
selves in a fever by walking a journey of two days 
ia one, and are Kkely to walk the remunder of 
die way to Jenna, in the glare and heat of the 
Btm, for we have no unibreHas to screen ourselvea 
trom his rays. My brother paid eigh^ doUais foi 
r2 
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one of the animala, but Adooley has forgotten to re- 
turn the coin, and has likewise kept for his own use 
A couple of saddles which we purchased at Accr&. 

J^ate in the evening our expected carriers ar- 
rived with the luggage, some of which has been 
wetted and damaged in the marshes. We are 
informed that horses will be sent us from Jenna 
to-morrow. My brother has been amusing him- 
self the greater part of this afternoon in teaching 
the simple-hearted chief to play on a child's penny 
Jew's-liarp, many of which we have brought with 
us as presents; hut his proficiency, owing to & 
wonderfully capacious mouth, and teeth of extra- 
ordinary size, has not been near so flattering as 
could have been wished. Hia people, however, 
who had assembled In great numbers, were of & 
different opinion, and when they heard their chief 
draw the first sound from the little instrument, 
' Shouts of upplsuw tiiD rattling to the skiea.' 

Turnpikes are as common from Badigry to this 
place as on any public road in England. Instead 
of horses, carriages, &c., people carrying burdens 
alone are taxed ; but as we are under protectioq 
of the government, no duty has been exacted fbi 
any of our things. 

Sunday, April iih. — We arose at sunrise this 
morning to make arrangements for leaving this 
place, which is no easy task; and sent to signify 
our intention to the chief shortly after. He ex- 
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pressed a desiie to see us as soon as we could 
coDveniendy come, and accordingly after break- 
fast we repaired to his habitation, which is adjoin- 
ing ours. ]>d through a number of yards and 
huts, iahabited only by goats and sheep, which 
were tethered to posts, and a quantity of tame 
pigeons, we perceived the object of our visit 
squatting on a leopard's skin under a decent' 
looking verandah. He was surrounded by his 
drummers and other distinguished persona, who 
made room for us when we drew near. But tlie 
chief arose as soon as he saw us, and beckoning 
to us to follow him, we were ushered through a 
labyrinth of tow huts, and stiti lower doors, till at 
last we entered the innermost apartment of the 
whole suite, and here we were requested to sit 
down and drink rum. The doors we had seen 
were carved with figures of men, which exactly 
resembled certain rude attempts at pourtraying the 
human body which may still be observed in several 
old churches and chapels in the West of England. 
The chief informed us that we were at liberty to quit 
Bidjie as soon as the heat of the sun should have 
somewhat abated, but previous to our departure he 
promised to return our visit. On leaving the 
place he followed us, though without our know- 
ledge ; but finding that we walked &ster than he, 
and that he could not keep pace with us (for he is 
a bulky man), he hastily despatched a messenger to 



infonn us that king* always walk with ft bIov 
wad meaaured Blq>, and that our stndes being 
long and vulgar, he would thank tia to lessen ouc 
■peed, and stop awhUe to enable him to come up 
irith US, which of coune we agreed to with gre^ 
good will. A few minutes after this he reached 
BOX house, dressed in s tobe of green silk damask, 
very rich and showy, and a skull-cap made of 
purple and crimson velvet WiUi the excepljoa 
of strings of white beads, winch encircled his 
arms, he used no personal ornaments. He re- 
muned chatting with us a long time. 

Matay of die women of Bldjie have the fleali 
on thM; forefaeadii risen in the shape of marbles, 
and their cheeira similarly cut up and deformed. 
Ihe lobes of tbeir ears are Ukewise pierced, and 
the holes node surpiisingly large, for the iB> 
sertion of pieces of ivory uid wood into theiBi 
which is a prevailing fashion with all ranks. We 
read the chmch service this monnng, agreeably 
to our general custom. The nativeB, of whose 
society we have never been able to rid ourselves:, 
seemed to attach great awe and reverence to out 
form of wor^p, for we had made tbem imder- 
stand what we were gmng abont, which induoed 
tbero to pay a lugh degree of silent attention la 
the ceremony, and set at teM, for the time, that 
peculiar continuous laugh by which tliey are distia- 
gnished &om their neighbours. In the a 



«r as the jurtives expreu it, ' wkee tke wn had 
lost hit itreog^,' we <dQp>ited tmvk tbe tawn of 
BUjie, BccaniiiMiied fay Ha good-uttHied, Jiappy 
govemor,aad reached die baaki of BriTukt called 
Tow in « very few m inu tea. Butteiflies wen 
kne more bodimoub titan can be imagined ; mil* 
lioDa of the» fiuttend nnmd tia, and literally hid 
tnm eur oght ererytiuDg^ but their own vanegated 
and beantifiil wiaga. 

Har^ on the banks of the Yow, we todt a last 
ficrewdl of tin affectiottale old chief, n4io im{rfc«ed 
Ifae * Great God' to hlees iw ; and u the canoes in 
nrhich we bad embalmed noved from lia spot, a 
load long laugh, wi^ d^^^ of baada fcom 
the tower daasei, ^noed the Mtiifaottoa they 
felt at having seen m. and their hearty wisbee for 
our ireihxe. The Yow i* an eidnmely nanov 
nrdet, net more Uian afew feet in breadth; and 
flows in A flerpentiae direction through a flat 
oountay, oove«ed with rusbes, and tall, rank grasa. 
Crocodiles are taid to reaort here in great num- 
bets; ^ low back or growl of .these rapaci<wt 
ammrig we beanl distinctly, and afadost close to 
lis. ASer we had been pushed along agabst the 
■txeam by poles for five or six miles, between fi>ur 
•Ad five o'docb in the aitemooa we landed at a 
Mrrew oreek, whioh ran a little way into a thick 
ffnd gloony forest We had not proceeded more 
^an two hmdsed yards on the pathway, when we 
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were ttiet by a tatueagei from Jenna, who ia> 
formed ub tfatU the owows of alL Ae bones in tha 
town bad Tode out to welcome their chief, and 
escort bim to his residence, bo that we should 
be obliged to walk the reroaindeT of the way. A 
few minutes only had elq)sed, however, from this 
time, before we descried a horse approaching na 
in the path, lids was a goodly "gbt to us, who 
were already becoming wearied and sore with the 
. tiEertions we bad made during the day, for we did 
not reSect a moment that the animal might not* 
after all, be for our use. However, we soon Diet, 
and the rider immediatdy declared that be had left 
Jenna purposely on our Recount. The horse's bead 
was loaded with charmi and fetishes, enveloped in 
|)iecee of red and blue cloth. His saddle was of 
H&uBsa manufacture, and uncommonly neat ; ia 
the interior such an article is used only by the prin' 
cipal people ; and bis bridle also was of curious 
workmanship. The horseman had an extravagant 
idea of luB own consequence, and seraned a pro* 
digioua boaster. Hewore abundance of clothings 
most of which w&s superfluous, but it made him 
escessively vaiui He informed us that he had bees 
despatched by the King of Jenna to meet us in the 
path, and to escort us to the cajutal ; hut under* 
standing that Adooley had suppUed ua with horses, 
he did not conceive it necessary to send others. 
The messenger, however, dismounted and offered 
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its Ma hone ; and my brother and eelf agreed to 
ride him in turns. We therefore immediately pro- 
ceeded, and tntvened a rich and varied cotmtryi 
abounding plentifully with wood and water. A 
fine red sand' covered the pathway, which we 
found to be in much better condition than any 
we had before seen. Sometimes it winded through 
bn open, level tract of fine grazing land ; and then 
again it diverged through forests so thick and 
deep, that the light of the moon, which had ariBen, 
was unable to penetrate the gloomt and we weia 
frequently left in midnight darkness. It would 
Require greater powers than we are in possession 
of to give an adequate description of the magnifi-* 
cence, sol^nnity, and desolate rq)OBe, of the awful 
flolitudes tbtough which we passed this evening. 
They were enlightened, however, at times by the 
appearance of glowworms, which were so luminous 
that one could almost see to read by their golden 
fll^endour; and sometimes by the moonbeams, 
which trembled upon the leaves and branches of the 
trees. A fn^:nince also was exhaled from the 
forest, more odoriferous than the perfume of prim> 
roses or violets ; and one might almost fancy, when 
threading his way through scenery whicli perhaps 
cannot he surpassed for beauty in any part of the 
'world, that he was approaching those eternal shades 
where, in ancient time, the souls of good men 
were supposed to wander. The woods rang ivith 
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the »ottg of Insects and nl^itf UHs, whick Baloted 
OS with tittle inOennisaiua till atwnt ten o'clock at 
nigbt, wbeB we eatend Laatoo, & lai^e and plea- 
sant town. Hsre we weve itdbrmed that do 
beuse wonld be offered us. the f^isfa-priest having 
declared thit the nunHait a whke maa should 
enter the dweUingt (tf the tnhahitantB, they would 
be seised by dieir enendes and enslaved. Wc 
arrived thirsty asd esbaustod, bat for a long tims 
otmld iMt procure arm a d»p of water. Our tent 
bad been left on the road for. ward: of oarneni 
and we bad made up our minds to rest under a 
tree, wben about two liours afterwards it wai 
fortunately bnougl^ into the town. We fixed it 
immediately, and baring tacceeded in ^ocuiijig 
wood Atini tbe onldnd inhabitants, we kindled m 
6ta ia Stoat of it, and our pe<^e lud ibenselras 
in ^oops oatside, whilst we entered, and attempted 
vamfy to sleep, 

Mondajf, April bBi. — BefiNre sunrise this mom- 
■Bg, we were all on the alert, and struck the teot 
at a very tax\y hetur. We then sent the camera 
onward with the luggi^e, and hastily left the town 
after tbeui, without bidding adieu either to the 
chief or aay of his pec^le, on account of their 
ioboipitabty ; and in an hour's time reached tbe 
extensive and impoctant town cX Lam, On dis- 
mounting, w« weee fsnt led to a large, cleanly' 
Bwept square, wherein . is pieserred tbe &tisb 
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«f the fiKe, wfaidi is the meiti of a uaoc^ 
iisviaf tlaee wooden fignret willi foMiea in ib 
Afier wailog in the ihade fer an hour, Mmounded 
-by ^ immenae iwdtitude ttf pcf^ile «f ^ >t^ 
Che diief a approacJi hm araeunced by a gejuial 
meh Ann onr quatten to the othfir cad of the 
square, where he was waUcBig. We W^ towwidl 
Imn m order to ipKy him the aocastoMed %aXw- 
lation of shying of hands, Ac ; but one of his 
foUowen, fiuicyhig that I kept hie irntrr'n hand 
4;lasped in nsne laagex than tbe occauon might 
warrant, looked fiercely in my Eace, «id auatclied 
«way my liand eageiiy and im^Iy, without, 
iiowever, otteting a word. I could have puUed 
Hbe fellow's «xrs widi tibe greatest good mU Ik 
the woild, had not the fear of secret rermgc 
deterred me; As it was, I emotfaeved my ruing 
4;holer, and with my bnrther ^ietly feUowed the 
chief to his jmnc^al hiU, uid» whose Terandah 
we were served with goora nats in a huge pewter 
jdatter. Presently tiie diief squatted himself 
<down on a handsome nirii mat of native manufacr 
tore, and we were desired to sit by him on aa 
elegant Ttirkey carpet, winch had been lud then 
lor the parpose. He was rather ftncifi^ydreiaed; 
■Knd wore two tobes, that nearest the skin being 
of black silk velvet, and die other of crinsmi 
"Velvet, lined with sarsenet. His boots were of 
yellow leather, neatly worked; and Ms wiista 
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were loaded with bracelets of silver and copper* 
•The chiefs couatenaDCe betrayed much seriousnest 
and solidity; and the diverting laugh of hie 
coantrymen was superseded by a sober cheerful- 
ness. Many of his wives sat behind him ia 
lines — some of whom w«re of a bright copper co> 
lour ; indeed great numbers of the inhabitants oi 
Larro have fairer complexions than mulattoes. 
The yaid of the hut was crammed full of curious 
and inquisitive people, who stood with open mouth 
during the whole of the audience. The chief 
wished to impress strongly on our minds his own 
dignity and power ; he said he was greater than 
the Governor of Jenna, inasmuch as the latter wat 
a slave to the King of Katunga, but himself 
Was a free man. He would g^ve us permission 
to depart to-morrow, he continued ; and in the 
meantime would supply us with provisions. The 
chief was as good as his word, for shortly after 
we had quitted the hut, we received a goat and 
some yams ; and he returned our visit in the cool 
of the evening. It appears that it is not his 
general practice to drink spirituous liquors io 
presence of his people, or it may be against the 
law to do BO ; for having carefully excluded aU 
prying eyes from our dwelliog, and ordered a mat 
to be hung over the door-way, he even then turned 
his (atx to the wall, whenever he attempted to 
swallow the brandy we offered him. He remained 
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with US rather better than an hour. We have 
fbrgotten to mention that, on our preseutation to 
the chief in the morning, a chapter from the 
Koran was repeated to him by a Mohammedan 
priest, to VFhich both he and his people seeme4 
to pay great respect and attention, 

Public schools are estaUished here for the 
avowed purpose of leaching the rising generation 
the rudiments of the Mohammedan religion. 

A singular custom pevails in the town, of com> 
t>el]ing children at the breast to swallow a quan- 
tity of cold water from a calabash. An nifant 
was nearly choked this afternoon by the injection 
of more than a pint of water down its throat. 
Whether mothers follow this custom for the pur> 
pose of curing children of any imaginary com- 
plaints, or, as is more probable, in the hope of reU'- 
dering them less eager for their natural food, we 
have not ascertained. 

The inhabitants possess horses, assea, and mules, 
though not in any considerable numbers ; they have, 
however, great abundance of sheep and goats, wliich 
are bred in the town ; and their yards and huta arQ 
the common place of resort for diese animals — in> 
deed tliey may be said to grow up and live with the 
children of their owners. We have been amusing 
ourselves during the greater part of to-day in io(A* 
ing at the playful gambols of some fery handsome 
goats, which had strayed into our abode ; but the 
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sbeep are net near bq tame or frdic«nie, r^el- 
ling all our achtuicei towaids a mora familm ac- 
quaintance hy timidity and Sl-natme. Shrimps 
and fish, wkich ate cauglit in Hbe atreama in the 
Tidnitf of die town, are diuiy e^^xwed for aale; 
and the inhabitants appear to be in poaaenion of 
a greater share of tbe neeeaaaries and contorts of 
He than their neighbonn of Ute sea-coast 

We have obaerved the country to be senaiUy 
miflg to-day ; and agncatoare t^tcara to be con- 
dncted oa a r^uhtt system, which is an evident 
proof of the active and industrions habits o£ the 
people; The gloomy faatnesseB and nildneBses of 
natun soeh as we passed on the first day or two 
of oar journey from Saddgry are less eommon 
as we advance ; and open gfatdes, with plantations 
of bananas, and &elds of yanu and Indian com, all 
eeatJy fenced, met our Tiew from the path yester- 
day and this morning. The inhabitants of Lanro 
also exhibit greater deanlineas trf person and 
^ness of ^)pard thvs the tribes nearer the 
■ea ; and importunate beggars have dna^ieareil 
entirely. 

My brother and I begin akeady to fed the !»> 
laxing influence of the climate, hot by the Uasung 
of Heaven we hope that oiv pn^ress thiougk tba 
country may not yet be impeded by sickness. 

Ttiaiag, Aptit etk^—The Chief of Lano re- 
quested s^ iMMthsc tins manung to lefair a swoid 

n G^K)^!.- 
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of bis whioli waft broken, but the la.tta havtag 
expieiBed his ignorance of tbe ait of cutlery, vti 
were permitted to take our lenv. 

The Btm bad Bcarcely aiisea above tbe horizon,, 
and the mists ef Ae monung yet btng upon tlie 
IuIIb, when we quitted die town of Lnro, and' 
pursued our journey on horseback. Ilree horse- 
men hom Jenna followed us on the pKlh, and wtt 
were eidivened by the wild jingling of tfacir ani- 
mals' bells, till we got within a mile of that town,! 
where we al^hted at a kind of turnpike, and fiied 
a salute of two muskets. Here we were met by * 
parcel of It^ws vidi boras, who blew on them: 
widi the accustomed energy of the mtiTes : thestt 
men preceded us over a bridge, which is tiirown: 
across a moat that surrounds Jenna, into tba 
eentre of the town, where we agaa alighted, and 
awaited Ae cbieTs pleasure in an open shed. We 
had not been seated many seconds before an im- 
mense crowd of people pressed in npoa ua on 
ereiy side, subjecting as to the accustonsed incon- 
Tenienees of want of tar, strong, unwbolesomtf 
NneHa, and a confused hubbub that defies descrip-' 
tioi. Nercr ware people more eager to bdiold' 
OB. The little ones formed themsdTes into a rii^ 
dose to the shed, then followed those of maturer 
age, after iktm came a stffl older class, and tW 
last circle consisted of peojde as tall as steeples, 
moat of whom held infaats in thai sbb. Alto« 

.Gooylc 



geflier was fonoed a lai^ amphitheatre of hlack 
woolly heads, and teeth set in jetty faces ; and 
although we felt rather annoyed at their inno- 
cent corioaity, and were ohliged to wait a consi- 
derable time for the new chief, we could not help 
heing highly diverted with the spectacle aronnd 
us. At length, to our great relief and joy, news 
was brought that he was ready to receive ua. 
Such is the etiquette here, that ihe longer a stranger 
is compelled to wait to he introduced, the greater 
is the honour done him, and the higher is the rank 
of that person supposed to be, who exacts this 
unpleasant delay. We discovered the chief, ot 
rather governor, sitting on a piece of leather, 
under a large verandah, at one end of a comino->. 
^OUB square yard. Me was clad in the prevailing 
finery of crimson velvet tobe and cap, both edged 
with gold lace. At his right hand sat his wives 
and women, and we were desired to place our- 
selves on his left. The women sang the praise* 
of their master in a loud unpleasant voice, in, 
which they were assisted by the music (equally uif 
harmonious) of drums, fifes, clarionets, and horns.' 
On our wishing the chief all the happiness in the 
world, those that had flocked into the yard afherr 
US, and every one near him, prostrated themselvea- 
OQ the ground and clapped their hands. Goora 
nuts were presented us in water, and a profiision 
of compliments passed on both sidea ; but the dig< 
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nity of the oavly-made governor seemed to sit 
rather awkwardly upon him, for he was ihj and 
bashful as a m^den, and really appeared agitated 
and afraid of bis white-faced visitants. Strange as 
it may seem, the patience of tiie most patient 
people in the world was completely exhausted, as 
might be seen by their desertion of the premises, 
before we quitted them, notwithstanding the few 
words that had passed between the chief and our- 
selves. The ceremony of introductionbeing over,' 
we bade adieu to the chief, and having visited the 
grave of Dr. Morrison in our way, repaired to a 
but which had been got ready for our reception. 

The former governor of Jenna, who it will be 
recollected treated the gentlemen composing the 
last mission bo handsomely, died about fiiiteea 
months ago, and the King of Yarriba chose one 
of the meanest of his slaves as his successor. 
This is an invariable rule with the sovereigns 
of that country, of which Jenna is a province, 
for they fear that its distance from the capital 
being very great, a person of higher rank, 
if possessed of talents and spirit, could easily 
influence the natives to throw off the yoke, and 
declare themselves independent of Yarriba. The 
present governor is a Hitussa man, and was 
raised to the dignity he now holds, in. all pro- . 
bability, on account of his childish simplicity 
and artlessnesB, for a person with a countenance 

VOL. 1. o 
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BiBTe indicstrre of inaocenoe, Bnl |)cala}M.«tiq>idi^ 
also, we nerer lecdlect to bare seen. The qnalt- 
tiea of his heart, bomver, ue sskt to be exceUeot^ 
snd his m&imen toe mild ud ami^le. He had 
been twelve momtbi in comtng bom Katanga t* 
tiiis place, being under the necessity of stopping 
at every town between J«Dn& and his coital to re- 
ceive the applouHes and coDgratulatioBS of tha 
inhabitants, and to join in their festivities and 
amusements. He did not make his entry beare till 
yesterday. 

ShoweiB are becoming heavier and Fall more 
frequently than tbey did ; and the rainy season 
may fairly be 4aid to have oommnuied. The 
thermometer fell suddenly to^ay bom 94" to 76°, 
and remained stationaiy there for the whtde of the 



The chief soit as this evening a goat, and 
yams, milk, uid iioney. 

fFednt*daif, April 7fA.— We carried a present 
to tlie governor this morning, which he recdved 
with every mark of satisfaction and gratitude; 
but be declared with sonov that he should 
be obliged to send some of it to the King ot 
Katunga, who would not let him wear red cloth till 
be bad been a ]<Higer time eatablished in hia new 
situation. 

It is related in Captain Clapperton's Journal 
that one of old Pascoe's wives eloped from him ia 
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KatuDgK -whilst fae wm uAoep, taking wkh her 
&iB trinket! Mrs. BdEoni Ind gmn hhn, and tbat 
^e wu never aftfliw a nh bend trfl Tliii woman 
liad the effrontery to uitrodnoe henelf into our 
house to-day witli as ijAxA, -wiieMof die atseited 
iRth wazmth dkatPucee -wh tin EfOher, and diat 
Ax was deternuaed to leatre it opon Iub bands, 
fihe bad preraUed upon « nmnber «f Hioin 
fna ales to Bocompaay her, tbat tlMy might ende»^ 
woia to indose hex quatdam hadiand, who ia s 
coBiitrymiai of thdrs, to receive the cbQd, sod 
make up the breach between them, but the iobnt 
not beiag more than nice, or at most twdvs 
UMntha old, snd three or fosr years haTJBg dapsed 
unoe the elopement took place, we were convinced^ 
independently of the age and infam il aes of Fascoe, 
tbat it oonld by u> nde or iaw be his. Acccml- 
ingly, BCtwithetaading the uproar occsaioned by 
the wcHueu's tangxes, (which is no small matter 
in any port of iiie wwld,) die mother with hec 
Spurious offspring, and &6 ladies that came to aid 
and tket her impoaitioti, were turned out of tiw 
yard without any eoremony, to the great relief 
of Paecoe and bis present rib, who ^t radier nxi> 
comibrtable whilst the pal&rei was CBTrying on. 

The fetteh fmest of the town came dancing into 

onr hut this aftenuMW, bddag exceedingly wild, 

and Toaimg as if possessed of an evil spirit. W« , 

pidd little BtteDtion to the fellow's fooleries, wbo» 

g2 



not liking his reception, left the hut, after we bad 
given him the accuBtomed fee of a few cowries. 
The man's penon and dress, together with its whim* 
Bical ornamentB, weie admirably fitted to impose on 
the credulity and superstition of the inhabitants* 
although many of the town's people, ijifluenced 
perhaps by the spreading doctrines of Mahomet, 
spoke their minds pretty freely, calling him a 
scoundrel and a devil There was something pe* 
culiar in the priests countenance that we could 
not define. On his shoulders he bore a large 
dub, carved at one end with the figure of a man's 
head. A vast number of strings of cowries were 
Suspended on this weapon, which were iatermixed 
with belli, broken combs, small pieces of wood, 
with rude imitations of men's faces cut on them, 
large Bea-shells, bits of iron and brass, nut shells, 
&c. &o. Perhaps the number of cowries on his 
person did not fall far short of twenty thousand ; 
and the weight of his various ornaments almost 
pressed him to the ground. After this fellow had 
left our apartment, three or four others came to 
torment us with drums, whistles, and horns, and 
began and ended the evening's serenade to their 
own infinite delight and satisfaction. The native 
drum answers the purpose of a tambourine and 
bagpipe as well, and is of peculiar formation. Its 
top is encircled with little brass bells, and is played 
upon yMi one hand, whilst the fingers of the oihen 



are emj^oyed at the same time in tapping on iti 
Burfoce. The instrument itself ia held undet the 
left arm, but initead of an outer wooden casei 
strings alone are used from end to end, which 
being pressed against the musician's side, sounds 
somewhat similar to those of a StuMch bag-pipe, 
but very inferior, are produced. The drummers, 
with their companions of the horns and whistles; 
subsist entirely on the charity of the public, who 
require their Services on all occasions of general 
merriment and jollity. > 

Tuetday, April 8fA.— Tlie two messengers that 
arrived at Bad^gry whilst we were there, and stated 
that they had been employed forthe purpose by the 
GoTernor of Jenna, were this morning discovered 
to be impostors, and put in irons accordingly. 
But as the poor fellows had really been of essen* 
lial service to us, inasmuch as by their representaf 
tions they prevailed upon Adooley to give ua leave 
to proceed on our journey much sooner than we 
ourselves could have done, we thought proper to 
intercede in their behalf, and although they were to 
have been sold as a punishment for their deception, 
they are now set at liberty. The person also that 
met us with a horse after crossiiig the river Yow, 
near Bidjte, proceeded thither on his own account, 
without Uie knowledge or consent of the governor; • 
but as he is a Fal^tab, and a respectable man, little 






^B been said or done abont thM maUei. The otAf 
motive which could havft influenced these time 
men in tbdr prajeets of utistmg in, had htea 
without do<^t Aa expectation of recuTing a bdflii^ 
nmimeratioi^ and of thio, notwilhstaading^ an in- 
junction to the cotdntiy front the govenor, we 
bave not div^oiuted them. Their Berrices ^rerfe 
irril-^ned aad my acceptable, and Mnpl j desened 
a few needles auA sdaaon. 

We wns wUoeMes Ibis motnin; to a speciinen 
of native tumbling and dancing, with the nanal a^ 
oompaaimeidBofTecalandijMlfunental'muie. By 
Sa tba n*»t divexd^ part of dte entertainiiient 
was the dtmctug ; bat even thb did not at all anawer 
the expectatkma we had fbnned k^ it. The.pei> 
foman wcxe liboally aupplied witk covntry bees; 
and like most amusanenta of the kind, diey eidcd 
dni with wnngfing and intoxicatnn. TbsfeHowa 
that accompanied m as gtndes from Badfrgry, wbo 
in their native place would sell thrir Urthrightfor s 
glass of mm, bare now washed themselvei aid 
thrown Bsido their rags, appearing- at all piUStt 
]riaces mbonowed finery. They now nensc Uwfa 
their habitatioDS widiout Adooley*! aword, viaA 
ihey lutTQ with them, an4 a host of fdlowotK 
Ttd% mormng tbey attended the cdebortios of th« 
gaaiei, in ihowy ^^luel, widi ailh nmlnwllas ieH 
(wer their hea^; and amongU ctiiK articles of 






dmB, tbe pnndpal of thtm wore an immenM dmb^ 
coloured quaker's hat, of the coxrseRt qnalttjr. 
niey will sesTcely deign to speak to a poor man. 
. We learn witk regret that all the horsm of the 
late governor of Jesna, were iitteired, according 
to cuslom, with the corpse of their master, Mtd 
We b^n to be aj^ireheiisiTe that we Bhall be 
cMi|;ed to walk tbe whole of the way t» Katnng^ 
as the preient ruler is act the owner of a uDglc 
beast of burden. TW ^ece of ill newi was 
carefidly withheld fron us till after the pte&ents 
had alt beea ^uly ddivered to the Governor and 
Mb head men ; but tbe latter alone ate to biam* 
in thb instance. Matters bemg' in tloe mplea- 
•ant state, we have sent a measengei to (he chief 
of Larro to inform him of tbe eircunwtance, and 
entreat him to redeem his promise of leading na a 
horse or a mule ; and ano&er to Adocdey, request 
inghiai todespatch immediately one of our boTsei - 
at least from Badigry, fwtbat we had (bund it tn- 
posuble to do without him. But whether the Utter 
mU accede to it or not remains to be seen. We 
do not think that be will ; and yet we can hardly 
imagine he will carry his chicanery so fiir, be- 
cMise he mutt fear that tbe variety of orders wa 
have given him to receive valuable presents from 
England will never be bonoHred by our coimtry- 
Ben if be refuses to fulfil his engagements to us. 
Ilus evening a corpse was interred at a short 
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distance from gtir dneUing. and tbe friends of the 
deceased have been employed more than ko, hour 
in bewailin(( their loss. The low, plaintive noise 
tiief make sounds dolefiilly in our hut, and it has 
a very sorrowful and depressing effect on our 
qurits. 

We have been pretty busily engaged during tlie 
whole of the afternoon in writing letters and de- 
epatchea for England. They will be forwarded by 
Adooley as soon as possible to Cape Coast Castle, 
The Bad&grian guides and carriers will return 
home to-morrow to our very great leUef, for they 
have been a constant trouble, and have harassed us 
from morning till night. 

Friday, April9tk. — Since the demise of the 
late governor, it is calculated that Jenna has lost 
more than five hundred of its population, chiefly 
by wars, intesdne broils, kc., and for want of a'* 
ruler. It must not be imagined, however, that 
because the people of this country are almost per- 
petually engaged in conflicts with their neigh- 
bours, the slau^ter of human beings is there- 
fore very great. They pursue war, as it is 
called, partly as an amusement, or to ' keep their 
handti in it;' and partly to benefit themselves by 
the capture of slaves. As we were sailing down 
the coast, we were told that the natives of Cape 
La Hoo and Jack-ajack had been warring for 
three years previously, and were still at variance. 



but during that long period, only one unglo decrepit 
old woman, who found it no eaey matter to run as 
fiist as her countrymen, was left behind, and be- 
came the solitary victim of a hundred en g^ements. 
Much after the same fashion are the bloodless wart 
of Jenna. Success depends much more on Hm 
cunning and address of the parties, than on any 
extraoTdinary display of intrepidity; and living, not 
dead subjects, are sought after, bo that tt is their 
intemt to avoid hard blows and enrich themselves 
by the sale of their prisoners. Perhaps the extraory 
dinary decrease in the population of Jenna has 
arisen from the desertion of slaves, who embrace 
the opportunity, whilst their masters ue from 
home engaged in predatory escursiona, of running 
away ; and thus the latter frequently become 
losers, instead of goners by ^eir unnatural paa- 
ei&n for Btealing their fellow -creatures. The indi- 
viduals captured are sent to the coast, and the 
chiefs of those unsettled and barbarous tribes that 
inhabit it are appointed agents to regulate the 
sale of them, for which they receive half the 
profits. 

Late in the evening, the young Falktah men- 
tioned in yesterday's journal, paid us a visit, and 
offered his horse for sale. He is a Mohammedan 
priest, and was accompanied by a countryman of 
the same persuasion ; but neither of the lioly men 
appeared, in their dealing, to understand the mean- 
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iB^of tmlii orjustice: An agreencot wn madei, 
a«d we p«id Gilitj doUan. Hie marcfaant im- 
plored UB ^ot to teil )uB Ikther, n^ m» the real 
owner <rf t^ tione, llial be %ad told likn for lea 
money Ami he bsd receiYed ; md in tliift request 
W WM eecooded bjr his MOfe venerable iirien^ 
becatfse, he aud, he wutted a emaU >uia for lu 
private nse, wfcich he know Ins par^t would refine 
haHi The w«rds were hndly out «f tbck moutha 
hefon the two HaiaHkn^ piAticly- went tbnni^ 
their aUotiom in front of our bouse, where tam- 
ing their fiiees to the e&st, tbcy eeened to yaj 
▼ery derontly to the ftmader of thdr faith. Wbca 
Ais WM coodnded, they Mrog w an Arabic hysB 
with very great B<^mnily, and the iHm^ had aa 
Snnnediate and w<nideT<W eiect on the faelhigs of 
many of thenr CaHovtn in the yard, who, mistak- 
ing loudness ttf voice fer fervour, and hypocri- 
tieiil senovraeu for ^ety, made the two worship' 
pers a present of money. Tie Fatttabs ace sup- 
posed to be spies from Soccatoo; but, although 
this ia a very previJeBt opimcn, vo meaBwes 
trhatever have yet been taken either to watch theif 
niotiom, or question tbem as to their inlanlions. 

The wom^ oi JeMua enqsloy tbetaselves ge- 
linrally either in ^nnniiig ceMon or {oeparing 
Imfiracwnftofood. MBehoflhcfomcrmatecial 
grows in Ae ncinity vS the totm, bat the cahiva- 
ties of the i^ant ia not carrisd oa wiAt the a^t 
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itdmeETcs. SSk^ nbicb is bfovght ovn Uod from 
Tripoli, the inhabitants aometimQs iBtcrwewe in 
tkeir oottMi garmentB; but lucfa, b«iig very expea- 
nre, aie only worn by the bighcE clus c^ people. 
Thay have alwindaace of bHUoohs^ ^S^ goats, 
■ho^ and pcaiUiy, but tli^ pMleiTegetable food 
toasiinal; tktkdiri9t,iBdeed,iswhatwe8hii>aldteiiD 
pooiaad wabsiy, «]Maiating.chMfiyof|»epnniti<Hi» 
of iW yaM axd of Indian eom, notwithrtaading 
whieh a.itiong)e(ortBOfe athletic lace of people n 
Bowiiae ta be »eL with. Burdeaa with tbcm, a» 
with Ute nalWes of many paita of tha contiaeat, 
toe bnrariaUy canried en the head, wkieb. it is 
awe dMn hkdy, occasiana t^ dignified tyiight* 
seas o£ foem and sialeliiw8& (tf walk so often 
■poken of by those acquainted with the pleasing 
peculidlitiefl of the Afirioan Esmale, The weight of 
a feather is bonw on the head in pve&rence to ita 
bong CMoried in the Land ; and it not onfiequently 
TcquiMS the uailed tties^ of &iee men to Uft a 
calabash eS goods finm the gtound to the shoulder 
ot one; and then, and not tifi then, does tha 
y^'T^g stiength of the Afiicaa appear. Tha 
gpreattt patt oi tiie inhabttauta of Jeiuw have ikt 
hair of thui head and their eyebrows shaven; 
bvt the go¥en»r's flsinwfan and servants wear 
Ibeir hair is the ihi^ of a btHse-shoe, as a mai^ 
«f distiaotJen. It ia confined to the ciown of tht 
Jbead by ]Mga dauba of indigo, aad none of ths 
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people premming to imitate it, answers the pur- 
pose of a livery. 

■ Saturday, April lOth. — The eailier part of 
this morning was obscured by a mist or haze, 
wMch was as thick and at least as unwholesome za 
aliondon fogin November; but between nine end 
ten o'clock it dispersed, and the sun shone out 
with uncommon lustre. The hut which we occupy 
IB in a lai^ square yard, and is the property of 
the late govemor'B principal wife, whose story 
is rather romantic. Each of its rides was formed 
by hute, which had all at one time been in- 
luibited ; but, a fire having broke out in one of 
them by some accident, the greater part perished. 
A few huts only are at present standing, together 
trith black naked walls, and stakes which supported 
the verandahs, the latter reduced to charcoal. The 
tensntable buildings are inhabited by the female 
slaves of the owner of the square and onrselveB. 
It is the custom here, when a governor dies, for 
two of his favourite wives to quit the world on the 
fiame day, in order that he may have a little plea* 
Bant, social company in a future state; but the 
late governor's devoted wives had no ambition 
or incUnation to follow their venerable husband 
to the grave, and went and hid themselves before 
the funeral ceremonies were performed, and 
have remained concealed ever since with the re- 
minder of his women. To-day, however, one of 
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these unfortunates, — she to whom our house be- 
longs, — was discovered in her hiding-place at Uia 
inresent governor's, and the alternative of a poi- 
soned chalice, or to have her head brolren by iha 
club of the feliah-piieit, waa offered her. She has 
chosen the former mode of dying, as being the 
less terrible of the two, and has come to our yard 
to spend her last hours in the society of her faithful 
Blares. These address their mistress by the en- 
dearing name of mother. Poor creatures! as 
soon as they learnt her misfortune, they dropped 
their spinning ; the grinding of com was also re- 
linquiBhed; their sheep, goals, and poultry were 
suffered to roam at large without reBtrunt ; and 
they abandoned themselves to the most excessive, 
most poignant grief; but now the arrival of theit 
mistreBB has added, if poBBible, to their affliction. 
There is not to be found in the world, perhaps, an 
object more truly sorrowful than a lonely, de- 
fenceless woman in tears ; and on such an occa- 
sion as this, it may easily be conceived, the dis- 
tiesB is more peculiarly cutting. A heart that 
could not be touched at a scene of this nature 
must be unfeeling Indeed. Females have been 
coming all day to condole with the old lady, and 
to weep with her ; bo that we have heard and seen 
nothing but sobbing and crymg from morning till 
the setting of the sun. .Tbe principal males in 
the town have likewise been here to pay their last 
lespects to thor mistress ; and bo has her grave* 



digger, lAta has jttit riMB fio« praataUtng himdf 
en the groHBd befota her. Notm^atandii^ dw 
repreKentaliont aad Temomkanoea of ifae pneM^ 
^id tiie pnyeis «f tks TSDcnble victim to her 
godB for foititncle to imdengo the ^Radful otdcal, 
her lewilutioD bM fon^ea bw mofe Hum «io& 
She hu entomd oar ysnl tarice to 'expne in the 
•nna of her women, md. twice ham (be lad asid« 
the &tal poUoD, ia ovdci to take aaolher walk, 
and gaze once noie on the •plendow of Ike am 
and the giory of the- heaven*, for irite cMiiot 
bear the idea cJ losiag Kgtt of litem for eror. 
She is atill Teatleas uid sneasy, and would glaittf 
nm away fVem Death, if ahe dorst, far that 
imaginary being appean to her in a more terrible 
light than otR {Hctaiee represent }ma, wkh liia 
Aadowy fcnm and &tal dart. Die she nxKt, md 
she knows it; iKVAtb(4esi abe will tenadtraa^ 
cliag to life till the reiy last EOomenL Moib* 
while her gntve is jweparing, and prepanHioDS an 
mtdcing for a wake at her fmnenU. 3ie Is to b« 
buried hoe in otte of her own huts the nonoBt 
after the q>irit has ijnitted the bo^, whidi will be 
ascertained by striking the groand h*t whidi it 
may be lying at the time, v/ben, if no motiMi «t 
struggle enauea, the old womaa will be oesaidereA 
aa dead. The poison used by die natives on Uua 
occasion destn>ys life, it ia snd, n fifteen naautesk 
The reason of onr not meeting with a better 
xeoeptioa at Lftatoo when we rief)t thus, waallta 
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want of & ebief to that town, tiie kit IraTnig fol- 
lowed the old governor of ieniut to the eternal 
Aades, for ke wm fail slara. Widowi aK burnt ' 
ui India, joat as they are pcuoned or oluibed hetv ; 
bot in the former country, I beliere, no male Yio> 
lima are destroyed on such occanons. The origin 
of thii afaominaUe custom ia understood to have 
ariaen from a dread oo &e part of &e diiek of 
die coontzy in olden time, that tbdr pnc^al 
wives, yiho alone were in poueBBu>n of then cob- 
fidence, and knew whore t^eii miHiey waa con- 
cealed, might seiretly atten^ their life, is order 
at once to establish their own freedom, and bo* 
come posaesaed i^ die |coperty. Tktt hi from 
having any moUvea to d^troy ha hnabaad, a 
woman migbt, on tbe contrary^ have a strong in^ 
doooneM to cherish him aa long as poesible, the 
existence of the wife was made to depend Mitinejy on 
thatof ker lord; andthia custom baa been handed 
down from fadier to son even to the jmaeia time. 
But why men also, who can have no interest to 
gain on the death of their prince, should be obliged 
to confonn to the same rite, is not Bear ao easily 
accounted for. The present govemoi of Jenna 
Blast of necesaity go down to the grave on the firat 
itttelligCBce of the demise of the king of Yaniba; 
and as that nsonardi is a very aged man, the 
ntuation of the Eoimer ia not tiie most envi^de ia 
the world. 

Pcerioiu to her iwaUowing Uie paaon, tin 



farourite wife of a deceased chief or ruler de^ 
Btroys privately all the wealth, or rather money of 
' her former |>arbier, iaoider thatitmaynotfallinto 
the hands of his successor. The same custom is 
observed at Bad6gry also ; and although the king's 
■on may be of age at the period of his father's 
death, he inherits his authority and influence ooly. 
He is left to his own sagacity and exertions to 
procure wealth, which can seldom be obtained 
without rapine, enslavement, and bloodshed. 
' Whenever a town is deprived of its chief, the in- 
habitants acknowledge no law — anarchy, tioubleB, 
and confusion immediately prevail, and till a suc-> 
cessor is appobted all labour is at an end. The 
stronger oppress the weak, and consummate every 
epecies of crime, without being amenable to any 
tribunal for their actions. Private property is no 
longer respected j and thus before a person arrives 
to curb its licentiousness, a town is liot unfre> 
quently reduced from a flourishing state of pros- 
perity and of happiness, to all the horrors of 
desolation. 

Sunday, April Wlh. — ^This being Easter-day* 
we have devoted it exclusively to .religious pur- 
poses. The messenger whom we sent to Bad&gry 
for oiu* horse is not yet returned, although Ita 
promised to be back in four days &om the time of 
his departure. He has exceeded the given time by 
a whole day, and as the man is a native of Bad&gry, 
we have given up all hopes of again seeing eithec 
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him, or ihe horse, or the mesaage-sworfl we lent 
him as a token that he liad been Bent by uB. We 
have received positive assurances that leave will 
be granted us to depart hence on Tuesday next; 
but as we have one horse only, we shall be 
obliged to take it in turns to ride, or procure a 
hammock, wliich will be a difficult thing to get, 
and very expensive. 

The old queen-dowager, like Prior's thief, 
' Oflen lakes leave, but saenu loth to depart ; ' 
although her doom is inevitably sealed, she has 
been more cheerful to-day than yesterday, and 
eeems determined to spin out her thread of life to 
its utmost limit Spies are now set over her, an^ 
she is not permitted to go out of the yard. 

Monday, April 12iA. — Nothing deserving par- 
ticular notice has occurred to-day. We have had 
the customary visit to our yard of a long line of 
women, who come every morning, with rueful 
countenances and streaming eyes, to lament the 
approaching death of the old widow. They weep, 
tliey beat their breasts and tear their hair, they 
inoan, and exhibit all manner of violent affliction 
at the expected deprivation. Perhaps their sorrow 
is sincere, perhaps it is feigned. At alt events their 
transports are ungovemed and outrageous ; the 
first woman in the line begins the cry, and is 
instantly followed by the .other voices ; the openr 
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ing noteB of the lamentation are rather low and 
moumfiil,— the last wild and piercing. 

The principal people of the place, finding the 
old lady still obstinately hent on deferring hei 
exit, have sent a messenger to her native village 
to make known to her relatives that should she 
mi^e her escape, they wIU take all of them into 
slavery, and bum their town to ssheg, in con- 
formity to an established and very ancient law. 
They would therefore strongly advise the relatives 
of the old woman, for their own sakes, and fiir the 
»ake of the public, to use all their endeavours to 
previul upon her to meet her fate honourably and 
mth fortitude. A deputation is expected from 
the village to-morrow, when, no doubt, after * 
good deal of crying and ctMidoling, and tdking 
and persuading, the matter will eventually be it* 
eided agtunst the old lady. It is understood that 
Ao has bribed a few of the most opulent and in- 
fluential inhabitants of Jenna with large euma 9I 
money, to induce them to overiook her derehctiaii 
tcota (he path of duty, and that by their reprewB* 
laticma she has obtdned the tacit consent of tke 
King of Katunga to lite out the faU tenn of bn 
Bttaral life. But the people for many miles rami, 
liorror-BlTuck at such impiety and contempt tot 
udcnt oustrans, have risen to enflnce the lam of 
the country ^ahut her. 



CHAPTER lU. 

Toroftdo. — Departure from Jenna. — The Journey into the 
Inleiiar continued through »arious Towns and Villagei. 
' — IHam of the Travdlers. — Bohoo, the former Capitsl 
of Tnriba.— ^Anhtl at Kalunga, 

Tuesday, April 15lh. — Last night we were 
TiBited by one of those terrific thunder-storms 
which are so prevalent in these latitudes. Our 
thatched hut afforded but an insecure and uncer- 
tain asylum against its fury ; part of the roof was 
swept away, and the rain admitted freely upon our 
beds, whence the most awful lightning-flashes 
could be seen, making, as Milton says, ' the dark- 
ness visible.' It seemed as tf tlie G!cnius of the 
Storm was driving through the murky clouds in 
his chariot of fire, to awaken the slumbering crea- 
iion and make them feel and acknowledge his 
jK>n'«'. It is indeed a grand lesson to human 
pride, to contemplate the terrors of a tornado 
through the trembfing walls and roof of a gloomy, 
dilapdated hut in A&ica. In civilized countries, 
when men are visited by an awful calamity of this 
kind, the distinctions of rank are levelled, and 
numbent flock together for the purpose of keeping 
KMch other in countenance, and strengthening each 
other's nerrea ; but here all is nakedj lonely, and 
desolate. j. 
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We passed the night, as may be supposed, 
uncomfortably enough. The roof of our dwelling 
had long been infested with numbers of rats and 
mice, and these vermin being dislodged from their 
haunts by the violence of the wind and rain. 
Bought immediate shelter between our bed clothes, 
and to (his very seiious inconvenience was added 
anotber sliil greater, viz., the company of lizards, 
ants, and mosquitoes, besides tvonns and centi- 
pedes, and other crawling, creeping, and noxious 
things, which the tempest seemed to renovate with 
firesh life and motion. After a long, long night, 
the morning at length appeared, and the terrors of 
the storm were forgotten. 

Not long after sunrise two fresh l^ons of 
women entered our yard to mourn with their old 
mistress, and the shrieks and lamentations of 
tliece visiters were more violent than any of th^ 
predecessors. It made us shudder to hear them. 
The piercing cries that assailed the ears of Tele- 
machuB at his entrance into the infernal regions 
were not more dolorous or fearful. Their eyes 
were red with weeping, their hands were clasped 
on the crown of the he«1, their hair was in 
frightliil disorder, and two channels of tears were 
plainly seen flowing down over the naked bosom 
of eachof the women. Inthismannertheypassed 
before the threshold of our hut, in two close lines, 
and in this manner we observed them bend the 
knee to the venerable matron without uttering * 
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VOrd. They then rose and departed, and we could 
bear their cries long afler tiiey had been out of 
Bight. 

Matters were arranged for our departure in 
good time this morning, and after breakfast we 
went to pay oui last respects to the good governor. 
Of course we were obliged to wait a tiresome 
length of time outside his residence befiJre admit- 
tance could be obtained, hut when the doors were 
opened, the band that was in attendance inside 
played a native tune as a token of welcome. W« 
observed a greater number of drummers assenf 
bled than on any former occasion. Some of their 
instruments were something in the shape of a 
cone, and profusely ornamented with plates and 
figures of brass. On one of these were repr^ 
sented the busts of two men, with a tortoise in the 
&ct of eating out of the mouth of one of them. 
The tortoise had a cock by its side, and two dogs 
standing as guardians of the whole. These figures 
were ail ingeniously carved in solid brass. Both 
ends of the larger drums were played on with the 
palms of the hand ; hundreds of little brass bells 
Were suspended round their edges for ornament 
rather than use, for being without clappers they 
could produce no sound. The common native 
drum is beaten on one of its ends only, and with a 
stick shaped like a bow. 

After a little conversation, -the i^f and his 



prindpal people riiook ta sffeotionatelf by tiia 
ban^ >n<^ wiehad tu every blemin^, uid ma soon U 
we got outside the yard we mounted our horsu 
and rode out of the town. Thti Chief of Iatto 
hwl brdien Ms jn'omtBe, but we were fwtaaata 
^oi^h to meet with uid puvchue anothec boraa 
tluB moraing, so Uiat we cared little about it. Out 
pathway led through a champaign country, partiaUy 
wooded, and after a pleasant lide of three-quarteia 
of an hour, we entered the small village of fii^M*. 
Here our oarriera dropped ^eir loads, n<^ could 
tbey be itiduced to renume them by the mt^ presa* 
iDg si^itations. Nor woidd the TiUager^ as theic 
duty required, take them up, but wlien we begged ' 
them to do so, laughed ^ ua, m thaL Iteie we are 
compelled to remain till to-morrow. This is very 
provolcing ; and such la the Ureeorae mode of tra- 
velling through this country. No consideratioD 
will induce any of the natives to shake off their 
habitual iadolence ; they would not do bo, I aat 
persuaded, for a voioe from Heaven. Pleasure and 
sloth ue with them synonymous Wiurde, aod they 
are scarcely alive to any other species of grad&> 
cation. Id the meantime the chief, who seems to 
be a v^ry good sort of man, although be has littla 
authority orei his people, has eeot us an excelleat 
&tted go^, and being in health, and having vaiy 

* Body in Clafifertoo's Usf. 
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eacouTaging piospecte held out to ua as (o ok 
fUtiire progress, we are determined to forget oar 
little troubles and vexatious, and spoid the evfiik* 
lug at cheerfully aa we can. 

Hawks and vultures are exceedingly numefOQ^ 
both at Jenna and this place; the former are 
bold and disgusting birds, but the U^er are M 
hungry and rapacious, that they ponoce feaile»gly 
in the midst of the natives when at their meAl& 
This evening one of them darted at a piece of 
meat which one of our men held between liis 
fingers, and snatched it from him whilst he WW 
conveying it to his mouth. 

IFednetday, April lUk, — ^At an early hour 
this morning, to our infinite surprise and pleasing 
tbe man from Bad&gry made his appearance with 
one of our horses and an English saddle. The 
latter was as acceptslda to oa as Ae horse ; yes- 
tei:day, for want of one, I had been obliged to sub* 
stiUite a simple dolh, and the back of the animal 
being sharp as a knife, it was no very pleasant 
thing to ride him ; walking would have been the 
less irksome exercise of the two. Paskoe, whose 
sagacity and experience have proved of infinite 
Falue to us, has been lamed in his endeavouia 
to walk as fast as the rest of the party, and as 
be has also the misfortune of having one leg 
shorter than the other, he became the gener^ 
butt and laughing-stock of his more robust com- 
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panionB. To-day, however, ne placed him on the 
back of the extra horse, from whence he has 
Ktorted their re vilingB, and the whole of them 
are now envious of hia dignity as they were before 
facetious at his expense. 

We set off from Bidjie while the morning was 
yet cool and pleasant, and arrived at Chow be- 
fore eleven o'clock in the forenoon. The natives 
have an unaccountable fancy that white men are 
fond of poultry to an excess, insomuch that when- 
ever we enter a village or town, all the fowls are 
immediately seized, and confined in a place oif 
security till our departure. 

Several strangers accompany us from town to 
town, in order to evade the duty which is exactwl 
at the turnpike-gates, by stating themselves to be 
of the number of our attendants. Women have 
also placed themselves under the protection 6i 
our men from Cape Coast C^tle, that they may 
enjoy the like advantage ; in return for this favour 
they do us many little kind offices, and are use- 
ful in making fires, preparing food, &c., for our 
people, 

Our journey to-day has been exceedingly ple^ 
sant Sometimes the path ran in a serpentine 
direction through plains covered with green 
turf; sometimes it led us amidst large groves of 
stately trees, from whose branches a variety of 
playAil monkies diverted us by their mischievous 



trick* ; luid Ihe grey parrot, with other beautiful 

■ Warbkd theii aative wood^iotea wild.' 

The chief of Chow who received and enter- 
tained the laat mission has been dead some time, 
and ia succeeded by a humble, good-natured, and 
active individual, who has treated us more like 
demi-gotis than men. At the time of our arrival 
he was engaged in superintending the slaves at 
his corn and yam plantations, hut hastened to us 
the moment he was informed of tlie circumstance. 
He has a number of horses, amongst which is one 
of the Hmallest and most beautiful we have erei 
hebeld. 

In the evening the chief visited us agtun with a> 
present of provisions, and a few goora nuts. My 
brother took the opportunity of playing on a 
bugle horn in his presence, by which he Was vio< 
lently agitated, under the supposition that the 
instrument was nothing less than a snake ! 

For the first time since our landing we hare 
observed the loom in active operation. The ma- 
nufacture of cotton cloth is carried on here exclu- 
uvely by women. 

Tkur$dtty, April 15W. — ^The path to-day has 
winded through a country charmingly diversified 
by hill and dale, woods and open glades, and 
watered by streams flowing over beds of fine white 
sand. A horseman from Katunga met us about 
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ten in the morning, wfaose irtsB and accootre- 
ments were highly grotesque. He neither eto^ted 
nor epoke, but coached fan lance as be galloped 
past us. We fijund numbers of people of both 
sexes in tbe path, who were returning from E^a 
to Choir, and several naked boys on their way to 
the coast, under tbe care of guardians. These are 
slayee, and will be ecdd moat likeJy at Bad&gry. 
Women bore burdens on their heads that would 
tire a mule, and children not more than fire ot 
BIX years of age trudged after them, with kada 
Aat would give a full-grown peram in Europe llw 
brain fever. 

We departed from Chow before sunrise; a 
■urprising dew had fallen during the night, and 
distilled from die leaves and branches in large 
drops. We passed, during the forenoonj ovn 
three or four swampy places covered with reeds, 
nufaes, and rank grass, whidi were inhabited by 
myriads of frogs (^prodigious size. On crossiag 
■treams we were iavariably saluted by a load and 
Bnaceotmtable hissing, as if from a multitude of 
•eipents. We could not account for this extraor- 
dinary noise in any other way than by supposing 
it to have proceeded from sSme ^ecies of inaect 
whose retreats we bad invaded. 

With very trifling manual labour, the patli, 
which is littls better than a mere gutter, fomwd 
by repeated rains, joi^t be converted into a good 
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and coEOmoilious road ; and wore a tree nniftf 
thrown over them, the streams and morasses might 
be crossed with ease and safety. But the nadra 
appear to have no idea whatever of such improvD- 
ments i and would rather be entangled daily in 
a thick underwood, and wade through pools of 
nud and water, than give themselves any con- 
cern about repairing the road. Trees not unfro* 
fpiently fall across the pathway, but, instead of 
temoving, the people form a large circuit round 
them ; even a bmall ant-hill is an object too 
mighty to.be meddled with, and it is left in ths 
centre of the narrow road, so inconsiderate and 
indolent are the natives of this part of the worM. 

Many women with littie wooden figures of chil- 
dren on their heads passed us in the course of ths 
tnoming — mothers who, having lost a child, carry 
such rude imitations of them about their persons 
ibr an indeAnite time as a symbol of mouraingi 
None of them could be induced to part with ona 
of these little aflectionate memorials. 

We entered Egga, which is a very large tows, 
in the early part of the afternoon. On our arri- 
nd we were introduced into the house occupied by 
Captain Ciapperton in the last mission, in the ya^ 
of which repose the remains of an Englishman 
named Dawson, who died here of fever when that 
officer was passing through the country. Both 
hut and yard are filled with peojde, aui are in « 
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state of filth which defies description. We can- 
DOt rid ourselves of sheep, goats, and fowls, with 
their traia ; they will be our companions in spite 
of us, and this grievance, with the tongues of a 
hundred visiters, makes our situation all but io- 
tolerable. 

Egga is the principal market-tovrn in this part 
of Africa, and is attended by buyers and sellers 
for many miles round. Women here are the chie^ 
if not the only traders ; most of them are of grace- 
ful and prepossessing exterior, and they all practise 
those petty tricks and artifices in their dealings 
witli which the market-women of more civiJized 
countnes are not unacquiunted. 

Friday, April I6ih. — Yesterday was compa- 
ratively cool, owing to the tliick dark clouds 
which obscured the sky; but on our setting out 
this morning, as if to make amends for liis partial 
concealment, the sun showed his hroad, burning 
iace with uncommon clearness, and the day was 
one of the hottest we ever remember to have felt. 
We found the path in much better condition than 
those behind it, and it lay almost entirely through 
plantations of yams, caiavances, and pumkins, 
and three or four different varieties of com, which 
a number of labourers were employed in weeding, 
&c. The hoe is the only implement of husbandry 
in use, and indeed they can well dispense with 
every other, because the soil during the rainy 
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months is so soft and light that but very little 
manual exertion in working it is required. Popu- 
lation is abundant, — labourers may be hired to 
any number, — and fn our opinion, the introduction 
of the plough would scarcely be a bleBsing — but 
on the contrary furnish new encouragement to the 
besetting sin of sloth. 

Having croBsed at noon a' small but agreeable 
river, flowing from east to west, in wbich several 
females were bathing, and washing clothes, we 
ebortly afterwards entered the capacious and pa- 
pulous town of /aifoa. Here we were infonned 
that the chief had been in the grave more than a 
twelvemonth, and that no one having yet been 
nominated to succeed him, everything continued 
in a state of confusion and misrule. We were 
conducted, after we had waited a little, into a 
large yard belonging to the late governor, and 
presently received a visit from his brother, in com- 
pany with all the elders of the place ; but their 
conversation was unpleasant, and their whole be- 
haviour much cooler than was agreeable, the more 
BO as such a reception had been entirely unex- 
pected. 

■ The yard wherein we reside is perfectly round, 
and walled with huts, all tenanted by the late 
chief's widovrs, who employ their time and earn 
their livelihood by spinning and weaving. Not 
less than a hundred of the king of Katunga's ladiea 
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nre lodging in the yard with them. ITiey hare 
■dl paBBed the bloom of life, and arrived here lately 
. with loads of trona and country cloth, whkh they 
T for Bait, and T&riouB articleu of Europesn 
re, particularly beads ; with these they 
fetum home, and expose Aem for Bale in the mar- 
ket, and afterwards the profits are taken to then 
huebands. llieBe royal ladies are diBticguiBhed 
ftom their countrywomen only by a pecnliar 
species of cloth, which is wrapped round their 
goods, and which no one dares to imitate, on 
pain of perpetual slavery. His Bevere puniBh- 
nent is often inflicted, for, as the Icing's wives pay 
no tribute or turnpike dues whatever, and muit 
besides be entertained by the chiefs of every towd 
tiirongh which they pass, strong inducements are 
offered for others to attempt to deceive by using 
tke foibidden cloth, and hence examples are no- 
oeswry. As a contrast to the afflicted females of 
Jenna, Ae wives of the kingof Katungaall fell to 
eT]^Dg for yo^ this evening, on recognising a few 
•Id Kcqnaintances in the yard, who soon joined 
tium in die melancholy music It was laoghabl* 
enough to see them ; yet after the first hunt had 
aubsided, they began to dot with a garrulity for 
beyond tW of the most talkative of their Euro> 
pcau liatera. The convenation lasted mora than 
Kn hour, till at laat it resolved itaelf into a violent 
9wnd, which has not yet terminated. 
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It is now ten o'clock at night, and (be women 
are sitting in groups round the several wood-firei. 
We ouraelves occupy only a verandah, which a 
■imply the projection of the roof of a thatched 
hut ; our horses are fastened to wooden st^es in 
the centre of the yard ; our men are lying round 
them, wanning themselves at their own lires. 
8heep, beautiful sheep, with tinkling bells bung 
round thw necks, are chewing their end in peace 
and hapinness. But although it is the hour of 
fcpose, the tongues of our female fellow-travellera 
are making a clatter which all the Grace* of Bil- 
Ungate conld not rivid, and together with the 
Bquallkig of brats innumerable, it spoils the emo- 
tiona which the wild and pleasing scene around ns 
would otherwise awaken in our breasts. Sheep 
here are regaided with as mncli pardality, and 
treated much in the same manner as ladies' lap- 
do^ are in England. Great care is taken to keep 
them clean and in good condition ; they are 
washed every morning in soap and water ; and so 
greatly are they attached to their maBters or mis- 
treases, that they are constantly at their heels, fol* 
lowing them in<doora and out, from town to town, 
and in all their peregrinationB. Goats, she«p, 
awiD^ and poultry, are Sn great plmty here, and 
in every one's poueuion. notwithstan^g whidi 
tikeir are ahvays laotanytif dear, beeause tbe 
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people take a pride in displaying the number and 
quality of their domestic animals. 

The inhabitants of Jadoo are, generally speak- 
ing, very tidily clad in cotton dresses, of their 
own manufacture. In their persona they are 
much more agreeable tlian those who reside 
nearer the sea. European goods are brought 
hither from Dahomey and Badkgry, but more 
especially from Lagos ; and are daily exposed for 
Bale in the markets of Jadoo and Egga. Several 
phiefs on tlie road have asked ub the reason why 
the Portuguese do not purchase aa many slaves as 
formerly ; and make very sad complaints of the 
stagnation in tbis branch of traffic. Hippopotatni 
^bound in the rivers in the vicinity of the town ; 
when young, the flesh and skin of these animals 
are sold as food ; and whips and other articles are 
made of the skins of the old ones. 

Saturday, April l7fA. — At ihe usual hour this 
morning, we quitted Jadoo, and in the middle of 
the day arrived at a clean, pretty little village called 
Pooya. The appearance of the country between 
(hese places is extremely fine, and resembles a 
magnificent orchard. On our way we met many 
hundxeds of people of both sexes and all ages, 
with vast quantities of bullocks, sheep and goats, 
together with fowls and pigeons, which were car- 
ped on the head in neat wicker baskets. Several 
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of the travellers were loaded with packages of 
country cloth, and indigo in large round balls. 
They are alt slaves, and were proceeding to the 
coast, from the interior, to sell the goods and ani- 
mals under their charge. One old woman had 
the misfortune to let a large calabash of palm-oil 
fall from her head : on arriving at the spot we 
found a party of females, her companions in 
slavery, wringing their hands and crying; the 
old woman's own afflicUon was bitter indeed, as 
she dreaded the punishment which awaited her on 
her return to her master's house. 1 compas- 
sionated her distress, and gave her a large clasp 
linife, which would more than recompense her 
for the loss of the oil, whereat the women wiped 
■away their tears, and fell down on the dust before 
us, exhibiting countenances more gladsome and 
animated than can be conceived. 

The mortality of children must be immense 
iadBe<l here, for almost every woman we met with 
on the road, had one or more of those little wooden 
images, we have before spoken of. Whenever 
the mothers stopped to take refreshment, a smalt 
part of thdr food was invariably presented to the 
lips of these inanimate memorials. 

Although Pooya is considered by the natives 
a day's journey from Jadoo, we only halted to pay 
our respects to the chief, and then continued ouc 
journey, over gentle hills, and through Tallies wa- 
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tend bf itKami and HTBlete, BO as to Tttid iEi^ss 
in the afkernotm. Hie soil betvcen the two tawm 
it mostly diy and steiil ; and hof^ muses of aan- 
stone, \thieh looked w if Aey had und^one lifae 
Bcdon of fite, fwesented AeBuelves aJmoet ai eray 
Btep. This day lias been oppressively warm ; aai 
•a we hhd been exposed to the sun for a great 
number of hours, when we reached Engua, ou 
•kin was scorched and highly inflamed, so that wc 
were very uncomfortable. For my own part, I was 
sore, tired. Mid feverish, and longed to lay myself 
down in a hut ; but we were obliged to remaia 
under a tree above three hours befi:»e we couU 
be fitvoured with that c^ipoTtu&by, because the 
duef of the town was engaged in making a fetid 
to counteract any eril intentions that we miglit 
entertain towards him. All our people were &• 
tigued and exhausted on the road, compluaiBg 
much of the heat, and one of them was brought to 
ns in the evening in a high ierer. £ngua is the 
town wherein die lamented Captain Fearce breathad 
ids last; and here also Ctqttain Clapperton fdt 
quite disheartened, and almost despaired of pen^ 
tiating further into the iiderior of the country. 
The chief sent ns only a little Indian com and 
water, and obstinately refused to sell us either a 
£;oat, sheep, or any other animal, altlnmgh tbciie 
ue many thousands in the town. 
- SmKdaif, Jpril 18th. — Owneeptkm liad baea 
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ao tni^r iaho^tAble at Bngio, that we aroae 
at a mucli earliex hour this morning than m 
geneEally do, and }n'oceeded on our way by star- 
iigbt. Jo i^ace of the iron-etoae of yesterday, the 
jjountry over wliicb we have travelled to-day is 
piutially covered with large and unshapely masses 
of granite. MoumainB and <elevated hilla were 
dMerved to the right of us, whose sides were 
diickly wooded, and their siuninits reaching ahova 
Hie clouds. At 9 a-n. we passed through a neat 
and cleanly village, named Chakka, which has 
lately lost its chief; and an hour afterwards crossed 
« Mnall rirer called Akeeny, which is Full of sharp 
and rugged granite rocks, and is said to fall 
into the Xdgos. We were carried over on men's 
•boulders without much difficulty, but the horses 
w<»e a long time in getting across. From hence, 
Ihe path winded up a high and ste^ hill, which 
we asoended, and entered the town of Afoora 
about mid-day. The governor gave Tts a hearty 
welcome, and said it made him extremely happy 
to see us, which tlte joy and animation of his 
countenance also expressed. The best hut in the 
tewR, which is the most airy and commodious of 
axy we bad seen, was presently got ready for 
lit, and shortly after we had taken possession of 
It we recdved a quantity of excellent provisions 
tcom tlie chief. 

IDiis is ^e first day of Us govenonent His 



father, the late chief, has been dead some time, but 
from molivea of delicacy lie refused to take upoo 
himself his authority till this morning. In honour 
of the event a large company of women have been 
dancing, rejoicing, aod making merry all the even- 
ing outside our hut. It is somewhat strange that 
the chief or governor of almost every town through 
which we have passed since leaving Bad&gry, 
who was alive and well on my return to the coast 
three years ago, has been either slain in war, or 
has died from natural causes. Scarcely one ot 
them is now alive. 

Monday, April 19lh. — An easy, pleasant ride 
of three hours brought us to the first walled town 
we have seen, which is called Aaaindra. The 
wall 13 of clay, and so diminutive, that a person 
might easily jump over it ; a dry ditch, about 
eighteen inches deep, and three or four feet in 
width, also surrounds the town. Over this a 
single plank is thrown, which answers the pur- 
pose of a draw-bridge, and is the only means the 
inhabitants have of getting in and out of the place, 
Assin^ra loo has lately lost its chief in some battle, 
and all business is transacted by a benevolent, 
elderly man, who has volunteered his services till 
a successor shall be appointed. From him we 
have received the warmest reception and the most 
hospitable treatment. The climate has already 
had a debilitating effect upon my brother, and 



from a state of robust health and vigour, he is 
reduced to bo great a degree of lassitude and 
weakness that he can scarcely stand a minute at a 
time. Every former pleasure seems to have lost 
its charm. He was aUacked with fever this after- 
Doon, and his condition would have been hopeless 
indeed, had I not been near to relieve him. He 
complained of excessive thirst. I gave him ten 
grains of calomel, and afierwaids a strong dose 
of salu. Rain, thunder, and lightning during the 
night. 

Tuaday, April 20fA.— :My brother was much 
better, and free from fever this morning, but too 
weak to travel, and we shall therefore remain at 
Assin&ra till to-morrow. The acting governor 
visited us to^ay with a long face, and intreated 
us earnestly to discover a certain wizard, whom, 
he imagined to be concealed somewhere in the 
town. By this sorcerer's influence numbers of 
people, it is said, pine away and die ; and women 
with child are more especially the objects of his 
malevolence. These victims drop suddenly, without 
the slightest warning; and the deaths have lately 
been so numerous, that the old man himself is 
grievously alarmed, and begs a charm to preserve 
him and his family. 

Friday, April 23rd. — My brother finding him- 
self considerably invigorated and refreshed by a 
day's rest at Assin&ra, and sufficiently recoveted 



ta pnrsne eat jonmey, I Iiad afl hands in leadi- 
uesB to start at an earfy hoor. The monuDg was 
cool and pleasant, and we traTcUed onwards m 
excellent spirits. Without meeting anTthing fta^ 
dcnlar m the path, or perceiving any object saS- 
dently noTet or striking to demand attention, we 
entered th? town of Aecodoo in the forenooB, 
having had an agreeable ride of a few houn* du- 
ration only. At this time my brother seemed to 
he fr«e frnm any kind of complaint whatever, and 
enjoyed an unusual cheerfulness and buoyancy of 
spirits, which led me to form the most fialteimg 
anticipations. In the course oS a few minutef, 
howerer, his body was overspread wHh a burning 
fieat, and hesufferednnder another attack of fever, 
more violent than any of the former. I resorted 
to the most powerful remedies 1 could think of at 
the time. I Med him and applied a strong blister 
to the region of the- stomach, where the disorder 
seemed to be seated. It was swollen and og- 
pressed with pdn, and he felt as if some huge aub- 
Stance lay upon his chest. His mouth being dry 
and clogged, and his tbint burning and unquench- 
able, he drank so mnch water, that his body 
was greatly swollen. In the evenmg his ideas 
were confused, and he became dehrious. He 
afterwards described to me the horrible phantoms 
ttat disturbed hnn whilst in this state ; and the 
delcciona emotion tbat ran tin-oogb his whi^ 
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finme wliai tlie di«adfnl viBions had pnsaed ftway. 
Teara g^nahed from his eyes ; a proluie perspint" 
tiaB, whidi had betsi to long checked, gave hua 
hnBediate relief, and he has since continued to 
Improve. 

WfailBt my brother wu so iU, the nativeB made 
& most hideous nmse by singing and druquning m 
ate celebriUion of their fetish. I went out in tlw 
hope of indncing them to be quiet, but they tmif 
Juighed at lam, and annoyed iti the more ; for 
thty have no coaapatsioD for the suffering! of ■ 
«^e nuu, aitd if they can mortify him by any 
means, they consider it » pniseworthy deed. 
Yesterday waa one <rf the hottest days ne have 
yet ftlt, the thennomcter at noon bdng 99^ of 
Pahreoheit. 

8»t«riap, April 'iiih. — ^A hammock waa pre- 
pared for my brother before day-break, this mortt- 
np, Ixcanse he was too weak to ride on horse- 
back ; md ahattly alletwards we qidtked the town c£ 
Accodoo in mnch better spirHa than circumstmees 
had led ua to hope for. The hammock-men foosd 
Aeir bwrdes lathra trouUesome ; nevertheless, we 
tnreUcd at s pretty quidc pace, and between 
ei^ and nine o'clock halted at a pleasant snA 
eomfortable village called Etudty. The chi^ sent 
vfl a fowl md four hundred cowries ; but we 
irtopped only to take a slight refreshment on Ik'Ka 
bade audp^ oar retfiects. We then proceeded 
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through large plantationa of cotton, indigo, In- 
dian corn, and yams, and over stony fields, tiU 
between ten and eleven, when we entered the 
town of Chouckou. We were almost immediately 
introduced to the chief, and from him into a 
ruinous hut, in a more filthy state than can be 
imagined. No pig-Btye was ever half so biwJ.: 
Its late occupier had incurred the displeasure and 
hatred of his chief, because he happened to be 
very rich, and rather than pay a heavy fine, he 
ran away and has joined his fonner enemies ; and' 
this may partly account for the destitution and 
wretchedness around us. 

Since leaving Jenna, we have met an in- 
credible number of persons visited with the loss of 
one eye. They assign no other reason for theic 
misfortune than the heat and ' glare of the stin's 
rays. 

Sunday, April 2bth. — It rained heavily during 
the whole of last night; but our hut, although of 
the very worst description, had a pretty good, 
thatched roof, and sheltered us much better than we 
had expected. There are periods and seasons in' 
our lifetime in which we feel a happy complacency 
of temper and an inward satisfaction, cheerfulness, 
and joy, for which we cannot very well account, but 
which constrdn us to be at peace with ourselveB 
and our neighbours, and in love with all the works 
of God. In this truly enviable frame of mind I 
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awoke this morning to proceed onwards on horse- 
back ; it was a morning which was fairly en- 
titled to the epithet of ' incense-breathing ;' for 
the variety of sweet-amelling perfume which ex- 
haled, after the rain, from forest flowers, and 
flowering shruba, was delicious and almost over-, 
powering. The scenery of tcwiay has been more 
interesting and lovely than any we have hereto- 
fore beheld. The path circled round a magnifi- 
cent cuhivaled valley, hemmed in almost on every, 
side with mountains of granite of the most gro- 
tesque and irregular shapes, the summits of which 
are covered with stunted trees, and the hollows in 
their slopes occupied by clusters of huts, whose 
inmates have fled thither as a place of security; 
against the ravi^;es of the vxir-men. that infest the 
plains. A nmnbei of strange birds resort to this 
valley, many of whose notes were rich, full, and- 
meloH^ous, while others were harsh and disagree- 
able ; but, generally speaking, the plumage was 
various, splendid, and beautiful. The modest 
partridge appeared in company with the mag- 
nificent Balearic crane, with his regal crest;, 
and delicate humming birds hopped from twjg to 
twig with others of an unknown species ; some of 
them were of adark,shininggreeni some had red: 
silky wings and purple bodies ; some were varie- 
gated with stripes of crimson and gold ; and these, 
chirped and warbled from among the thick foliage of- 
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the tiecK. It h tke contempbtioii of such benitiM 
djjfcCi M thoe, all ■□ pU^fiil nnl so hcqtpy — or 
Aa more tublime ones of dark wsving lomto, 
pbuns <^ vast extent, or stupendous motmUlDS, 
dMt gnea the mind the most Benuble emotitHiB 
of delight Mid gnndeur, Iradins it inuBsibly 

' To look item nstiue op to Dshnv'i God.' 
Par myself I am passionately fond of tbem, mat 
bave re^tted a thousand times over diat my 
igBonnce inca{iacitateB me from giving a proper 
leiveBeBtation of them, or describing die simplest 
•ower that adonia the yixm, ot the smallest insect 
Aai spaiUes in Am air. This consideration gives 
m 8t times many unhappy reAecticNis, sHhouf^ 
my defective education arose from dmimstimCM 
Dwr which my boyhood had do control 

Having passed through the immense TsUey 
befbre-mentioned, we had not travelled far befora 
ffe arrived and halted at a large village, exiled Fi»- 
dBv; here we rested awhile, and then Gontinii- 
mg otir jonmey for two hours, over even ground 
between high hiSs, we rode into the town <rf 
GmndelAi, in which we purpose passing the 
itigbt. llie chief is either very poor or.else very 
iH-natored, for the only thing he sent ns was a httkt 
boiled yam, with a mess of unpalatable gntry, 
whidi he would not have given, if he did not 
expect ten tiroes its value in return, IMvine service 
was performed in the course of the day, as imni. 
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and t^ is a diaty which to- pcnaiiB in oar gitoB* 
tioD ia inconceirablf pleaiant It rendeTv lu 
fcaiipy and resigned in the midst of out a£Blcti<»n, 
refreshing odt confidence in the ati-protecting am 
of that beneficmt Being who ie the author and dJa-- 
posei of oui destinies, and in whom alone, tlm 
widelj' separated from home and kindred and dvt- 
Uzstion, the wanderer can place his tnnt 

Monday, April 26th. — ^A thick mist obBCured 
Ae horizon Ibis morning, and hid m deep shad* 
Ihe mooBtsuns and hills; every object indeed was 
DiTieible, except the pathway, and the trees, fcc, 
;p^>wing on each side, which we could baidy dm- 
finguish aa we passed almg. It continued baxy 
for two hours after leaving Gwendekki, iriten 
tiid^inist dispersed, and the atmosphere becama 
cJear. Preparatory to ascen<&tg a steep granite 
Tall, we halted to relreBh our horses under tba 
branches of a high spreading tree, near a town 
called Ec6. Here we were visited by several of 
ftie inhabitantB, who, as soon as they were in- 
formed of our arrival, came flocking to the spot. 
Itey formed ihemselTes into a line to pay thrit 
respects, and entreated us to wiut a little for tbe 
coming of their chief, who was momentarily ex- 
pected. But, after staying as long aa we conv©- 
nientiy could, and no chief appearing, we mounted 
oar beasts and began the toilsome ascent. On 
attaining the snmmit of the iaS, the amp d'eeff 
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was magnificent indeed, and the fog having been 
dispersed by the sun, the eye was enabled to range 
lound an extensive honzon, bounded by lulls and 
mountaiDS of wonderful Ehapes. Some of them 
bear a. very striking resemblance to the Table 
Mountain, at the Cape of Good Hope, and an- 
other is not unlike the ' Lion's Head and Rump' 
of the same place. Our course was north-east, 
«nd those two mountains bore due west of ub. 
There was no continued range of hills, but num- 
bers of single unconnected ones, with extensive 
valleys between them. In. some places severd 
were piled behind each other; and those most 
distant from us appeared like dark, indistinct 
clouds. Nothing could surpass the singularity, 
perhaps I may say the sublimity, of the whole 
view from the top of the granite hill which 
we had ascended; and we contemplated it in 
silence for a few seconds with emotions of asto- 
fiishment and rapture. 

. Descending the hill, we continued our journey 
pver a noble plain, watered with springs and rivu- 
lets ; and in the afternoon entered Di/o, which is 
a most extensive and populous town. Tlie inha- 
bitants appear to be industrious and very opulent, 
S8 far as regards the number and variety of their 
domestic animals, having abundance of sheep, 
goats, swine, pigeons, and poultry ; amongst the 
latter of which we observed, for the first time, tur- 

.Gooylc 
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keys and Guinea fowl. They have likewise horBee 
and bullocks. The chief did not make his appear- 
ance for a long while ; but as soon as he had intro- 
duced himself, he desired ua to follow him into a 
cleanly-swept square, a house in which he desired 
U3 to occupy. Preaentiy after his departure, he 
sent us a quantity of yams, a basket of ripe bana- 
nas, and a calabash of eggs, which we soon dis- 
covered to be good fornothing, although sand had 
been mixed with them, that they might feel heavier 
than they really'were. 

Tuesday, April 27(A.— My brother is liow, 
thank God, perfectly recovered from his late attack 
of fever, and feels himself getting stronger every 
day. Late last night four Burgoo traders paid 
ua a visit at our house ; they informed us of their 
having crossed the Niger at *Inguazhilligee not 
more than fourteen days ago ; and that although 
the rains had commenced, the river had aa yet 
received no great addition to its waters. 

We were on horseback early this morning, and 
at six o'clock, preceded by the carriers of our lug- 
gage, we rode out of the town of Dufo. The coun- 
try seemed inferior indeed as to the boldness and 
beauty of its scenery to that traversed yesterday ; 
but still it possesses features of no common interest. 
Another ' Table Mountain' was observed to the 
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kA ^sf our patk in iht couek of llie fw-'^ing;, 
juxl uuAn ' lion's Head and Run^L* Pob- 
deious maMeB of giaatte lock OTeihang the toad- 
my ; tbese were almost Uack, and seem to hare 
been wuhed by the nine of lliouaandB of yean; 
in many ai them weie <3eep and glouny cavern^ 
vbicli, were they in Cornwall instead of A&ica, 
vould, I am sure, be pointed out as the tcenei 
of daik and bloody ■toriu of the elder time. Hui>> 
dreds of the oatiTeB followed ue a long while, and 
annoyed ua bo much by tbeit nokei and cimosltf, 
that we were compelled to resort to violent mea- 
fiires to drive thrai away ; but thia i> a lioe of 
eonduct which we rarely adopt towards them, a»d 
•ever nithout «xtT«me reluctance. We at lenglh 
frightened the« away, and we uw them no moreu 
About eight miles from Dafo, we arrived at a huge 
atxaggling village, called Eltkba, where we halted a 
iittle, as the path had been so stony, rugged, and 
irregular, tliat a few minutes' rest was abso^tely 
Kecessary to recruit ourselves. From this plac« the 
Kwd became eiMJlent, not at all inferior to a drive 
vound a gentleman's park in Kngland; and con- 
tinued to be good till we casie in sight of a capa- 
cious wJled town called Chaadoo, which we entered 
about mid-day. Outside tbe walls is a little Fal&tah 
village, the liuts of whidi are construeted in the 
circular or cootie form. Its inhabitants employ 
themselves solely in tike lireediBg of cattle — aa 
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occnpotiM to -whick &ej tan punobUdf mA- 
dicled. They are aimide in their monmen, aod «X- 
btxneiy ne&t in th^ diees and a;q)eBrance. 

Not long af^er our arrival, three or four youBg 
J'oUtah shepberdessea from the village came to omc 
int to pay their respecta. We felt much pieaaad 
xrith their sodety , fiir tbey were extremely veUr 
Miaved and ii^lligent; but they remained widi 
fa a vary liUlc time, their customary arock* 
don not peimi^ng a longer Btay. The hair ai 
these females was braided in a style peculiarly 
tasteful and becoming; and the contour of tiwit 
fural £aeta waa very f^ from disagreeable. Tbeii 
naDQcrs alao weire innocent and playful ; the uw> 
^nary shepherdesses of Fenton are not mote 
siodeat, artless, and engaging in description, than 
^lese in reality ; and they left behind them an im- 
pression very favourable both as regards their 
ttorals, nmpei$, and rustic simplicity. 

On the road from Dofo, my brother nnthiok- 
jn^y fired at and shot a crane, which fell in aa 
xdjoining field. The report of his gun brought 
out a number of natives from the ' bush,' who, 
bejog in ocmdnual dread of an aOack from the 
' war-men of the path,' Imagined it to be a signal 
of one of these marauders. They were all armed, 
like their countryni^, with bows and arrowa; and 
with a threatening aspect, would have lodged a 
few ahafis ui the person of my brother, if it had 
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not been for the timely interference of one of our 
Jenna messengers that fortunately happened to 
be with him at the time, and who gave an imme- 
diate and satisfactory explanation. The head of 
the party then sought for and picked up the bird ; 
but my brother took it from htm, after he bad 
■rewarded him liberally for his trouble. The man, 
however, was neither satisfied nor pleased, but 
loughly demanded the bird as his own, because it 
had fallen on his land. As there are no game 
laws here, my brother would not admit his claim, 
and was going away, when the fellow begged with 
much importunity that the head and legs of the 
animal at least might be given him, to make & 
fetish of. This was likewise objected to, at which 
he was out of all patience, and went off foaming 
with passion. In the evening, the crane was 
dressed for supper, and a similar request was made 
by a eunuch from Katunga, who being a good- 
natured fellow, we readily complied with his wish. 
The duef of Chaadoo, however, presently sent a. 
messenger to request the said precious head and 
legs ; and to him they were finally committed by 
the disappointed eunuch, who could hardly forbeac 
weeping on the occasion : these relics are ex- 
tremely valuable as a charm. 

The chief sent us a goat, a quantity of bananas, 
a dish of pomided, or rather mashed yiun with 
gravy, and a large basket of caffat. These ar& « 



Idnd of pudding, made into litUe round balls, from 
bruised Indian corn, wbich is first boiled to the 
consistence of thick paste. From being made 
entirely of coarse flour and water, they have an 
insipid taste when new, but when kept for a day or 
two, they become sour, and in this state are eaten 
by the natives. There are several deep wells in 
the town, but most of them are dried up, so that 
water is exceedingly scarce, and it is sold in the 
market-place to the inhabitants. — We are daily 
accosted on the road with such salutations as 
these: — 'I hope you go well on the path;' ' Sue- % 
cess to the king's work ;' ' God bless you, white 
men ;' ' A blessing on your return,' &c. 

Wedjtaday, April 28(A. — We have remained 
at Ch&adoo, to-day, to g^ve the carriers with the 
luggage time to come up with us, because they 
have been unavoidably detained by the roughness 
and anevenness of the road from Dflro to Elekba. 
The Katunga eunuch we alluded to yesterday, 
was recently sent by the king of that place, to 
receive the customary tribute of the governors of 
the various towns on the road between Katunga 
and Jenna. This man is treated with much 
respect both by the governor of Ch&adoo and his 
people, who prostrate themselves to the eunuch 
before addressing him. 

Being in want of money we sent needles this 
morning to the market to sell. It is a custom in 
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Vamba, that after a buyer has agreed to pay a ow- 

tain Bum for an aiticle, he retractB bis expteMdonsi 

. and affirms that he only promited to give ^toat . 

half the BuiD demanded. Tim has occasioned vio- 

' lent altercations betneen ew people and the na- 
tives ; but it is an eBtabliBbed custom, fnxn wUah 
there is no appeal. The govsmor'B mother waa 
buried this afternoon at a ndghhrnriDg village, 

- and the funeral was attended by all his wives or 
women, as mounicffB. They were dressed in dieir 
holiday attire ; (ud lotted tolerably smart The 
moumerB exhibited ns Bigns of grief '^atevar ; 
on the contrary, they -were as lively as a wedding 
party. Attended by a drummer, Aey passed 
throi^h ma yard faux itoura ago, on dieir return 
to the govemot'a house, which it only a few steps 
from ouiB, and there they have been singing «ad 
dancing to the noise of the drum ever since. 
The inhabitants of the town have immeiBe 

, quantities <of she^ geats, pigs, -and poultry, but 
bullocks are in the possession -of f alktahs almse. 
We do not believe the natives have a ungle ananal 
of tlus description. like nsai^^ther places, the 
market is not held here till the heat and twl of 
the day are over; and buyen seldom resort to it 
till eight o'clock in the evening. 

Thursday, April 29th. — It cwnmraced rainigg 
this morning at a very early hour, and continued 
with unconnnon violence, till between ten xaA 
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<^even n'clook, when it BndAenly oeaaed, and we 
'quitted Ch&adew. fieforeitbn, however, the cre- 
•duloiM govfvnor, -who in o»inmon -widi hia people 
ima^nn Hmt white men influence the eletnenls, 
paiduB a viait, woAa calaiiaeh ofbaaey as a pre- 
.iBUt, to riutnk ub, .he woid, for the rain that had 
UieDj of ivtitch the country is greatly in want, 
and invtJud UeaaingB on no. The kindneoa of 
^lis ^nod aid tnan is xemaikriile. He never 
«e«niied weary of ^oMiging ua, regretted his ina- 
bili^ ito do more, and .aolioited ub very pteaa- 
in^y to remain with him another day. 

We.travened a mouut^oim country, intersected 
with streame afcicelkmt water ; and at noon entered 
:a amall but ploaunit and picturesque village, which 
:ia ornamented with noble, shady trees. Here we 
'waited a very -short time, but continuing our route, 
.arrived towarda evening at a capacious walled . 
.town called Mow, wherein we ahall pass tSl nigh^ 
in many plaoes the wall, if it be desesving tbe 
name, is no 'more dum twelve or fourteen inches 
fyam the ground, and the moat is of similar 
^dimensions. The yard to which we were con- 
ducted shortly -after our arrival, is widiin three or 
^fonr.othen ; and eo intricate icre the paasagee lead- 
ing to it, that after a stranger gele in, he would be 
mdly poziled lo find his way out again without a 
-^aide. Nevertheless this was no security against 
jntecn^ion, tot the ^aid was speedily invaded Icy 
K 2 
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five or six hundred individuals, who had been 
induced to visit ub Irom curiosity. As usual, 
they annoyed us for a long time to the best of 
their ability, till they comjdetely wearied us out 
by their importunity and forvrardnesa. We then 
hung sheets round the door-way of our dwelling, 
and laid down on our mats ; and then only they 
began to disperse, and left uB at our ease. 

The governor of the town ia a morose, eurly, and 
ill-natured man. He sent us only a few bananas 
thia evening, and a calabash of egga, which were aU 
Btate and unfit to be eaten, so that our people were 
obliged to go BupperlesB to bed. He ascribed the 
badness of his fare to extreme poverty ; yet his 
Tanity exacted from our Jenna messengers the 
most abject method of salutation we are acquainted 
with. These men walked backwards from bun 
^everal yards, to throw dirt on their beads, and 
with the dust and filth still clinging to their hair, 
Uiey were compelled to address the chief with their 
faces to the ground. Our apartment unibrtunately 
•communicates with his, and the restless tonguea 
of his numerous wives prevented either my brotbet 
or self from closing our eyes long after sunset. 
In the centre of our yard grows a tree, round 
wUch several staves are driven into the ground. 
This tree is a fetish-tree, and these staves also 
fetish, and therefore we received a strong injun^ 
tion not to tie our horaea to either of diem. 
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Calabashes, common articles of eartheDware, and 
even feathers, egg-shells, and the bones of ani- 
mals — indeed, any kind of inanimate substance, is 
made fetish by the credulous, stupid natives; 
and like the borse-shoe which is still nailed to the 
doors of the more superstitious of tbe peasantry in 
England, tliese fetishes are supposed to preserve 
tfaem from ghosts and evil-spirits. It ia sacrilege 
to touch them, and to ridicule them would be dan- 
gerous. 

Friday, April^ 30fA. — It was between seven 
and eight o'clock before carriers couki be pro- 
cured this morning, and everything got in readi- 
ness for our departure; tbe sun was excessively 
hot, and tbe sky brilliantly clear. We' crossed 
two or three rivulets of cool, delicious water, as 
we had done yesterday; and then passed through 
an insignificant village, whose chief sent us a calt^ 
bash of bruised com, mixed vrith water, to drinl^ 
At noon, we arrived at the foot of a very elevateiT 
hill, and perceived a town perched on its summit, 
and knew it to be the same to which we had been 
directed. We dismounted, and after a laborious 
ascent, which occupied us three-quarters of an 
hour, at length reached tbe top. Stones and 
blocks of granite interrupted tbe path, so that it 
was a very difficult matter to force the horses along 
before us ; they fell repeatedly but without mate- 
rially injuring themselves. 



The name of the town is ChdJtL Our amval 
was rather unexpected, and, therefoieT liie govev 
nor wu not prepared to receive us ; utd we sat 
down under a tree, till we wer« tired, of wailii^. 
At leng^ ft man came to conduct oa to hie reair- 
dence, which was but a liltie way feom our tmCr 
when a timmltuous ro^ was made by the inkafac- 
tasts to ppeeede y» uto' Ae yard ; aad notwitfa^ 
standing the piesHice of theii oble^ tfaey sur- 
rounded our party so closely as to prevent a pai" 
ticle of fi«ah air frwn readiivg ui. Tlie goversor 
received im with UuntneM, but not unkindly^ 
though without much femawatiation of goed>wiU. 
While in bis yard he tegaleA a« with walet, and 
afterwards sent a larger c^aba^ of faordk aweet^ 
ened with hon«y to mir lodgings, wUcIi did not 
taste unlike thick gmcli, or hwrgoOi as it is termed 
in Scvduid. It is made of a com called goiutah, 
P very palatable^ and is in general uae with the 
natives of these parte. A quantity of b^anaa 
from the chief soon Ibttowed the faerah, and 
something more substantia thas eiihex baa been 
promised us. 

We lutre al»emd that b is a gener^ praetic» 
hers, as well as in every oilier town throu^ 
which we have pa»«d, for children ontJI the a^e 
of sevmi years to go nidied, with perhaps a string 
of cowries tied Mwnd the Imbs, and clumsy brace> 
lets, either of brass or tin, inclosing the wriaL. 
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Grown- op peaple, boweTer, dress somewhat 
neatly, if not gracefiilly : the men wear a cap, 
tobe, and trows«s, moetly blue, and the women 
wear a larg* loose cotton cloA, which is throws 
over dio left ahouldBr, and comes down mandin^ 
belmv the kiMe : the right ann and feet aiove an 
bare. 

Peojde at both seses, hereabouts, ar« infisitely 
more grave and aenous in their manners than 
tbose nearer the coast, and 

' Ths loud laugh that ^afc> Use vacaot mind,' 
we have not heard these many days. 

Saturday, May lit. — In the cool of the 
morning we quitted' Cheklii, and rode cm plea- 
Bantiy, till at the end of four hours we arrived at 
Cooioo, a large and important town. A FdMah 
hamlet stands neat it, whose inbabttanis sabrist 
by ibllowit^ pastoral occupations alone. They 
are much esteemed by the Yarribeuis, who b^ 
have to diem without sustncion or reserve. 

A man sttJe a sword, from our people a few 
mmntes after our arrival ; he was pursued to &e . 
chief, and asserted that he had found it, as he Idd 
the weapon at his feet. The sword has been re- 
stored to na by Ac governor, but witiiout the 
slightest fdlusion being made to the means by 
which he had obtained it. 

A company or gafflie of merchants from Hano 
are at present in the town, who have come thus 



far on tlieir way to Gonja, which is the Selga of 
Cape Coast Caelle and Accra. Their merchan- 
disc consists chiefly of elephants' teeth, trona, 
,rock salt, and country cloths. This, we are told, 
is a new rpute, the road formerly taken being con- 
sidered unsafe, on account of private broils and 
disturbances among the natives. The gaffUe con- 
sists of more than four hundred men, but a com- 
pany of merchants that passed through this town 
ten days ago amounted to twice that number. . 
Other merchants are also here, and will leave the 
town to-morrow on their way to Ydoorie, whither 
they are destined. 

The palm-tree becomes scarce, in proportion 
as we advance into the country, and consequently 
the oil is obtained hereabouts only in very small 
quantities. But Nature, ever bountiful, supplies 
its place with the mi-cadania, or butter tree, which 
yields abundance of a kind of vegetable marrow, 
pleasant to the ta^te, and liighly esteemed by the 
natives. It is used for lights and other domestic 
purposes. The tree from which it is obtained ta 
not much unlike our oak in appearance, and the 
nut it produces is enveloped in an agreeable pulpy 
substance. The kernel of this nut is about the size 
of our chestnut It is exposed in the sun to dry, 
aAer which it is pounded very fine and boiled in 
water : the oily particles it contains soon float oa 
the surface ; when cool, they are skimmed off, aitd 



then made into little cakes for use, without any 
Turther preparation. 

Two individuals appeared before the chief to- 
day in consequence of an accusation of theft that 
had been made a^nstthem. The method adopted 
of proving the guilt or innocence of the parties 
was by compellhig them to swallow the ' fetish- 
water.' 

In the evening we received a fat goat, a basket 
of caffat, a calabash of bananas, a vast quantity of 
yams, and a bowl of milk, from the governor. 
He is a sober, kind, and benevolent old man, and 
generally beloved by his people. To us he is par- 
ticularly attentive and obliging. He has informed 
UB that the common path to Katunga is unsafe, in 
consequence of a serious quarrel between the inha- 
bitants of CooBOQ and those of a neighbouring 
town. ' Therefore,' said he, ' I entreat you to 
remain here with me to-morrow, in order that I 
may make arrangements to send you by a diffeient 
road.' This intelUgence was not very agreeable 
to US, but we are convinced of its importance, and 
shfUl therefore thankfully accept the chiefs offer. 

The market, wliich is held this evening in the 
town, has an imposing and brilhant appearance, 
from the immense number of lamps used by the 
tradespeople; 

Oui visiters, who continued with ub till late in 
the evening, were innumerable, and the noise of 



the women's tongues was as loud and disagreeable 
as ever. For some time nothing could quiet themr 
threats and entreaties were^ disregarded' or-langhed 
at, till at last we were compelled to resort to the 
childish expedient of spirting water in their feces 
from a large syringe. On seeing and feeling 
the effects of this Fearfuf inetrummt, iitey became 
alarmed, and ran away. 

Sunday, May 2d. — ^The weather last erening 
was serene and beautiAri, but in the night ne 
were visited by a tornado ; the lightning gleamed 
in long and vivid fiaehea; the thiuider echoed 
among the monntains; and ^e rain fell in tat- 
renls. In the mornivg it had' passed away, aaA 
the air was cool and agreeabl*. 

' A fetish priest from a neighhenring town came 
te see us this morning, and was- g|oing to treat us 
with the usuid harangue of his profession, but we 
managed to put a stop to it by bribing bim with a 
few needles. We obBerved' notiiing remarkiAIe in 
the fellow's ornaments or dress, but his person 
presented a strange and singular appearance. The 
colour of his skin was like that of whitish brown 
paper ; his eye-lashes and eye-brows were of a 
silvery whiteness, and his eyes c^ a bright Uue; 
notwithstanding which, the negro fbatures were 
strongly and distinctly marked on his counte* . 
nance. The man's parents were both natives, and 
quite black, and we could not ascertain the reason ■ 
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<rf this extraordinary deviation, frmn the commoB 
laws of Nature. 

We have receited an ^aadaace of kiiHkieM 
ticom liha good old chief of this place, and hia 
eawUavoMTs to make tu comfortaWe have been 
imitated by many rf the more resectable jnha- 
bUantB. 

There are people hwe from Burgjio, Neujle, 
HAuua, and many of the interior couatries, ani 
Ac 'Queen' of Nonffie, it ii said, aJeo resides in 
the town, but this seems, to ua to be rather que»- 
lioiKtble. 

MoHday, May 9d. — The path recommraded 
by the friendly chiefofCoesooliea due eaetofthi» 
town, and we pnrsued our jeumey on it this mom- 
i>g by sunrise. Robberi were stated to be torldng 
about; we conceived it to be prudent, therefore^ 
if not absolutely necessary, to take every pcecan* 
tion for thfraafety oflhe mission, and we ktaded 
ovr own guns and pistols, and armed all our men 
with swords and muskets. Our Jenna mesaengers 
being unaccfnainted with the new route, the go- 
vernor of Cooeoo had furnished ua with two armed 
foot guides, whose we^ona were bows and u^ 
rows, beaides a horseman armed at all points, to 
bring up the rear of the party. With all thes&: 
w»like preparations and equipments, a few harm- 
less women, who were terriSed at our appearance, 
were the only individuota met with on the path 



during a lide of two hours, which brought us 
to a town called Achoro. And it was well indeed 
tliat ilB distance from Coosoo is bo short, for being 
taken ill on the road, I should have been unable 
to have travelled further to-day. The town itself 
is very small ; but its dilapidated walls, whicli in- 
close an immense extent of ground, would lead 
one to suppose that it was formerly of much 
greater magnitude. Within the walls are tliree 
granite hills, two on one side, and the other on the 
opposite side of the town. All their bases are of 
solid stone, but their summits consist of loose 
blocks, from the intersdces of vrhich trees and 
stunted vegetation shoot forth. Besides these 
hills immense masses of granite rock are seen 
piled upon each other in different parts. On 
the whole Acboro is one of the wildest and most 
venerable-looking places that the human mind 
can conceive, the habitations of the people alone 
lessening that romantic and pleasing effect which 
a first sight of it produces. 

The hut with which we have been accommo- 
dated is not the pleasantest nor most comfortable 
residence in the world ; but then we are persuaded 
that no better can be procured in the town, so we 
are quite content with it 

Shortly after our anival, the governor sent us 
a sucking-pig, and some other presents, and ap- 
peared highly pleased that circumstances had 
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thrown us in his way. ' White men do nothing 
* but good,' said he, ' and I will pray that God 
' may bless you, and send more of your country- 
' men to Yarriba.' Instead of the people running 
and scrambling to see us, as hitherto, the good- 
natured ruler of this place has excluded the mass 
of them from visiting our yardr and came very 
civilly to ask our pennission for a few of his friends 
to look at us. I was too weak and indisposed to 
gratify their curiosity by rising from my couch ; 
so my brother went "out to exhibit his person, 
and suffered himself to be examined rather mi- 
nutely. They separated, I believe, tolerably well 
pleased with each other. Last night a lai^s 
carving-knife and a shot-belt were stolen from 
us at Coosoo whilst we slept; but as it is not 
very probable that an inhabitant would be so rash 
as to brave out guns and walk over our bodies, 
which the thief was obliged to do, we attach 
suspicion only to one of our own men. 

Tuetday, May 4fA.— Yesterday three men, 
inhabitants of Acboro, were captured by a gang 
of restless, marauding scoundrels, who are denomi* 
Dated here, as elsewhere, ' war-men of the path,' 
but who are, in reality, nothing more nor less than 
highway-robbers, liiey subsist solely by pillage 
and rapine, and way-laying their countrymen. 
The late governor of Acboro was deposed and 
driven from the town by his own people, for his 
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mdi0«>mce to tbeir intereeta, and the -waaMn 
cruelty w'db viadi he treated them ttnd their 
children. At difieient times he seiaed BeveTftl ii>- 
dinduals of hoth sezeB, and sold them as elaves, 
without asatgtung any cause iur the act. This 
dfew «B iaai the vengeance of the firienda and 
relatives of the sufferers, who prevailed on their 
townVpeaple to arise with them and punish the 
aggteasoT. The latter aeon iouod that h» party 
was too neak to withstand the attacks of the 
exasperated populace, nnd he fled >to a remote 
-village, where he nowresideB ; and the inhabitaBta 
of Acboro immediately elected a mare humane 
Bnd benevolent govemcx in his atead. 

We rosr this momio^ u usual, at an ear^ 
hour, and finding myself sufficiently Mcovexed to 
ride on horseback, we bade farewell to the go- 
vernor of Acboro, and quitted the town by sun- 
rise, taking care to uae the same precautions 
against robbers as yesterday. ]n an hour and 
three-quarters, we entered an open and delightful 
village, called Laxipa. An asseirdilage of Fal&tab 
kuts stood near it, by which their beautitid cattle 
were giazbg. We stopped a short time to admive 
them. Many of the huUochs were as white (is 
snow ; others were qtotled like a Jeopard'a skin, 
snd others again were dotted 'wilh red and hladk 
on a white ground. A Faljoah girl presented «s 
with a howl of new milk, wbidi -was wry sgree> 



able and vefieehmg, and after drinking it, we bade 
adieu to the FalUalm and tbeir oattle foi ever. 

We bad not tiavelied a great way from Lazipa 
4)e£[«e we had te arose ti large morass, on the 
bfvders of which a veiy large and handsome species 
of water-lily flourisbea in great perfection. We 
crossed this morass without difficulty or trouble, 
and with the same iacUity, ako, two small etreame, 
whidi intersected the Toad. At nine kJt., we ar- 
xived at Cootoo, which, like Lazipa, is an open 
-village, iwt lite former is by far the most exten- 
sive of tht twa A person who may have travelled 
from Penzance tin Cornwall, to 4he Land's End, 
■and robserved 4he nature of the soil, and iJie htoc^s 
>ef granile -which sm scattered over its surface, will 
have a very good idea oi &e country between 
Acboie and Cootoo, only that here it is much 
JSMK woody, 

A&es ieaving Cotrtoo, howevw, the aspect of 
the Huireundiiig scenery spsedHy changed, and 
became infinitely more pleasing. The soil was 
more rich and deeper; patohes ef veidure and 
cultivated land were more^frequent, thelatter bemg 
-neatly fenced ;—-foie huideome trees, irilh their 
spreading branches and tfaidi f<diage, embelliebed 
the country in every direction, and extended to the 
eastern horizon. One would be inclined to sup- 
pose that these trees bad been carefully planted 
by the hand of man, for they grew at equal 
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dielancea from each other, and none seemed to 
interfere with the order, beauty, and regularity 
of itB neighbour. The soil between them was 
covered with a soft green turf, which rendered 
the whole view remarkably pleasant It was over 
this delightful landscape that we trarelted — the 
morning was cooled by a refreshing south-east 
wind, and we were both on good terms with our- 
selves, and gratified by everything around us. At 
length we came in sight of numerous herds of 
fine cattle, attended by little boys, and shortly 
afler we amved at a clean and neat Fd&tah vil< 
lage, whose inhabitants were employed in feeding 
calves, and other occupations connected with an 
African farm. We then crossed a small atrean, 
and entered a town of prodigious extent, called 
Bbkoo, which is fortified with a triple wall and 
moats. Without bemg exposed to the customary 
tiresome formalities, we were immediately con- 
ducted to the residence of the governor. The 
usual conversation passed between us, and after 
we had returned to our hut, a bullock was sent 
us, with yams, bananae, and a huge calabash of 
Aew milk, which did not contain less than ux 
gallons ; and our people sat down to enjoy them- 
selves in perfect good humour. 

In the afternoon a message was delivered to us, 
signifying that the governor's ' head ministo' 
would be very gUd to see ui, and would Uuuk ua 

.Coo-;lc 
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to visit him in the course of the day. But having 
experienced a relapse, my Gufferings were such as 
to prevent my leaving the hut, and my brotherwas 
therefore obliged to go alooe. He afterwards 
informed me that a pleasant walk of rather more 
than two miles conducted him to the habitation of 
the minister, by whom he waa very kindly re- 
cdved. The compliments of the day only were 
exchanged between them; and the numerous 
wives and large family of the master of the house, 
who are on these occasions generally exhibited 
to a stranger, having amply gratiSed their curiosity 
by an examination of his person, the interview 
terminated ; and he presently returned to our 
abode, after promising to visit the minister agun 
to-morrow, B6hoo lies north-east of Acboro, 
and is built on the slope of a very gentle and fer- 
tile hill, at whose base flows a stream of milk- 
white water ; and behind which , on a rising ground, 
is the Falktah hamlet already mentioned. Its im- 
mense triple wall is little short of twenty miles in 
circuit; but besides huts and gardens, it incloses 
a vast number of acres of excellent meadow land, 
on which bullocks, sheep, and goats indiscrimi- 
nately feed. By the hasty view obtained of it, 
the town is not much unlike Kano ; but there is 
no large swamp like that which intersects the latter 
city. Bdhoo was formerly the metropolis of 

VOL. I. L 
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Yarriba; but about half a eentury ago, the 
reigniag prince prefcning the pkia at Kitfttng^ 
the B«at of goverDment nas tnnsfenred there, 
sinee which time Bdhoe l«s »«l»tiaHy ie- 
dined in wealth, populatien, and ctHiae^iience, 
although it ia »tiU conaidered a. place of great sb- 
poFtance, and the (wond town in the kingdom. 
It )» bounded on att ules hj hilla of gradsol 
aocent, which are p^ttilr wooded^ and conisMtda 
as extensive hoiiiOR. Tko land in ifae vicini^ of 
the town preienta amott invittBf appearance, by bo 
nieaiw infenor to amy part ef £:^tand in the nwst 
iWrotmiile season of tite year. £t aaems to be duly 
^^reciated by the FaUitahs, to gnat a Dumbw 
of whom veaide with then AocIq in dtfierent paiis, 
that the ministei candidly dedared he cooid ool 
inform us of their amount. These favdgnera. aril 
their milk, butter and cheese in the market at a 
reascmabte late. The latter is made iato litds 
cakei of about an inch square, and when tried im 
hotter is very palat^le. It is of the canaisteace 
and appearance of the wihiM of an egg, boiled 
hard. 

I have been very ill all the evening wOk fevex, 
accompuiied by excruciating pains in the bowda> 
but my Bphita are eheer&l, and 1 hope sooa to re- 
cover. We are thankful that we have not been 
both thus afflicted at ijie same lime. As soon aa 
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one of US' haa is a. measwe regained his strength, 
hia aauBtanee bas been required to miuiater to the 
w&nta of tbe other. 

ffednaday. May &tk. — Agreeably to the 
promise my brother made yesaetday, ke left me 
to the care of Paii^e and iiis wife this nuHmiiig, 
and hastened to pay hia rejects to the cliief s 
head man or irttBiater, as^ he is e^led. h appears 
that this man has been placed in his present situa- 
tion by the king of Ka^unga, aa a kind of spy on 
tbe actioas of the governor, who can do notliing 
of a public nature without, in the first [dace, con- 
euiting him and obtaining his consent to the mea- 
sure. Yet he-conducts hiniaelf »o well in his dia- 
agreeaUe office, that be has W(b tbe good will 
not only of Ae governor of the town, but alao of 
ita inbabitanits. A kind of rivalry exists between 
tbe minister and bis master ; bat then it is a ri- 
valry io good atMl not in bad actiooK Hearing 
that the governor bad ^ven as a bullock, and 
BOBtetbing besides, he preaenM my brother with 
a similar one, and a large calabash of pttio (coun- 
try beer), which he distributed among those wlio 
had accompanied him. A bottle of honey com- 
pleted the list of preseBts, and they vrere forthwith 
foowaided to out habitation, but my brother 
remained a considerable t)m« afterwards with 
the chief. He was filled with amazement at 
fbe formaiioa and ticking of my brother's watch, 
L 2 
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which he gazed on and listened to with transport ; 
his spuiB also excited his eager curiosity, and he 
examined th^n with the minutest attention. He 
hoped, he said, that God would bless us hoth, and 
that we had his best wishes for our safety. He 
remarked further, that white men worshipped the 
Great God alone, — and so did black men also ; 
and that every blessing of life was derived from 
that source. 

On my brother's return I was very ill ; I had 
been so faint and sick during his absence, that 
my recovery seemed doubtful, but a few hours 
afterwards I became better. In the afternoon I 
sent to the governor and his minister, who bad 
behaved so handsomely to us, three yards of fine 
red cloth, a common looking-glass, tobacco-pipe, 
a pair of scissors, snuEf-box, and a large clasp- 
knife. The tobacco-pipe was much admired, but 
the red cloth was most valued ; with the whole, 
however, they were both perfectly well pleased, 
and were extravagant in expressions of gratitude. 
One of the bullocks was slaughtered this morning, 
and about two-thirds of it distributed by the go- 
vernor and his chief man to the poor of the town; 
the reminder of the carcase was divided equally 
among our attendants, who are in no hurry to 
leave the place while their present unusually good 
&re is to be had. 

Last evening two female acquaintances, whb 

n G^K)^!.- 
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had been separated from each other For a short 
time only, met in the yard adjoining ours, wherein 
one of them constantly resides. The women bunt 
into tears directly they saw each other, and cried 
lodd enough to be heard distinctly by us during 
the whole of the night ; nor did they cease giving 
vent to their feelings till some time afler Brntrise 
this morning. 

Thunday, May 6th. — I am now so far im- 
proved in health, that I hope by to-morrow to be 
able to travel on horseback. Perhaps of all evils 
that can afOict a sick person, noises of any kind 
are the greatest In Africa, whether one is ill or 
-well, it is exactly the same, nothing like peace or 
quiet is anywhere to be found. Independent of 
the continual fluttering of pigeons, which roost 
close to our ears, the bleating of sheep and goata, 
and the barking of numerous half-starved dogs, 
we are etUl more seriously annoyed by the inces- 
sant clatter of women's tongues, which pursues us 
everywhere, and which I really believe nothing 
less than sickness or death on their part can effec- 
tually silence. The shrillness of their voices 
drowns the bleating of the sheep and the yellings 
of the canine race ; and notwidistanding all my 
brother's exertions, seconded by those of our 
people, their noise in this town has constantly dis- 
turbed meduring my illness. A person in England 
might be inclined to think lightly of tlie matter; 



but it ifl indeed a griev&nce wiich can ill be bonie 
hy an invalid languishing under a wasting disease, 
wad wbo has equaHy «s much need of reit and 
sQoice as of medi<une. Besides these gnevaneee, 
the ehottts of the people outside the yard, and 
tiie perpetaaJ squalling of children within il — ^the 
buzzing of beeldes and drones — tfae perpetual a^ 
tscks of mosquitoes and innumerable flies, faaa 
A hoBi of irritating ev^s, to which a sick person is 
exposed, and to which he is obliged patiently to 
wbrnit, until, by a relief &om hia disorder, he is 
enabled to stand upon his legs and once more take 
his awB part But -even then aobes assail his 
ears, and be does not «B{|oy tbe happiness of per- 
fect sSence nuless he entos a grove or fOTest. 

We were visited this iDonmtg by a party of 
fUtltahs of both s»es. IVy differ bat litUe 
cither in colom' or feature from the original natives 
-of the aoiL In drras and ornaments, however, 
there is a slight distincdan between than. They 
disiday more taste in their apparel, and wear b 
greator number of omameats round the neck and 
wrists: they pay greater attention also to their 
. hair, which the women plait with astonishing in- 
genuity. Idke that of the young womut we 
met at Jeuna, th^ heads exactly resemble a 
dragoon's helmet. The hair is much langer, of 
course, than that of the negro, which enables the 
FaUAohs to waave it on both sides of the bead 



into a kind of queue, wbicli pMsing over each 
cheek, n lied mider the diia. ADother company 
of FaJfttahs euns to m in the evening, for they 
had nevei: bcteM a wUte man, and ouriosity had 
led them to ow habitation. They broogbt ub a 
preKot <d a Ih^ thidc inilk, which they begged 
ui to aocBpt, and then went away bighiy gratified 
with Ihe interview. The behaviour of the wh(^ 
of then va> extremely resetved and respectful ; 
nothing in ovr persoae excited thefr merriment ; 
on the contrary, Ihey seined silently to admire 
our drew and complexion ; and having looked 
well at us from a little distance, seemed grateivl 
for die treat, llie kmdness and generosity of the 
govemtn; of Bi^o oondnues undated ; initead 
of diminishing, it seeRiBto strengthen; he literally 
innrtAtla us with milk, and he is eqnally lavish 
"with other tbings. It gives us unmixed pleasure 
to meet with so much native polrteneis and atten- 
tion from a quarter where we leant expected it, 
and at a time also triien it is most re(]iiiTed. 

Friday, May tlh. — After we bad retired to 
rest last nig^t, a Fal&tah woman came to out 
dwelling, bringing with her a quantity of eggs 
of the Gutoea-ben, and a large bowl of milk fie^ 
from the cow, m a retum for a few needles we bad 
^ven her in the afternoon. We relate this littte 
circumstance umply to ^ow ^te difierence be- 
-tween the fUMahs and the Yarribeaas, m point of 
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^titude for fevoura they may have received. 
The latter are very seldom thanktiil, and never 
acknowledge gratitude as a virtue ; the indiffe- 
rence, unconcern, and even contempt, which they 
often evince on receiving our presents, is a proof 
of this ;— ^nd, with very few exceptions, we never 
observed a Yarribean to be nncerely thankful for 
anything. 

In the morning I wae able to sit on horseback; 
and as we were setting off, the governor came out 
to wish us farewell, and to present us wiHi two 
thousand cowties for the purpose of assisting us 
on our journey. We have said that Btihoo is 
about twenty miles in chcumferenoe — perhaps 
we guessed considerably within bounds ; for as we 
rode out of the dty, we were astonished at its vast 
extent. Two hours after leaving B<Shoo, we 
passed through an agreeable, thinly inhabited 
village, called Matoo ; and in somewhat less than 
an hour after, arrived at Jagula, which b a lai^ 
and compact town, fortiBed by a neater and more 
euhfltantially-huilt wait than any we have yet seen. 

Joffuia lies E.S.E. of Bdhoo, from which it is 
distant, as nearly as we can guess, hrom twelve to 
thirteen miles. In the course of the journey 
we met a party of Nouffie traders from Coulfo, 
with asses carrying trona for the Gonja market. 
Among them were two women, very neatly clad 
in their native costume, with clean white lobes out- 
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side their other apparel, resembling as nearly as 
pOBsibte the ehemiae of European ladies. These 
asaea were the first beasts ve had observed em- 
ployed in carrying burdens, for hitherto people 
of both sexes and of all ages, especially women 
and female children, have performed these labo- 
rious duties. 

The governor of Jagflta came to apologize, 
in the evening, for not having attended ua the 
greater part of the day, on the plea that he 
had been engt^ed in the country with his people, 
in making a fetish for the prosperity of the 
king of Katunga. The return of the govemoi 
and his procession to tha town was announced by 
a flounsh of drums, fifes, &c., with the usual 
accompaniments of singing and dancing. The 
musicians are now performing before him in 
a yard which is next to ours. It is between 
ten and eleven p.u. ; and it is likely that our eats 
will be stunned by a combination of the most 
barbarous sounds in the world, for the remainder 
of the night It is well that I am so far re- 
covered as not to care about it, or this abominable 
din would drive me to distraction. We are daily 
assured that the path is rendered exceedingly 
liangerouB by banditti ; and the governor of this 
place has been endeavouring, with a good deal 
of earnestness, to persuade us that our goods will 
not be respected by them. It will scarcely be be> 



MeTed, bowcver, dial this univenal dread originatSB 
fivnn a few Boi^oo despertutoet, who, althoagb 
only amed with powiier and a few broken nN»> 
Icete, caa put a whole legion of the timid natms 
to flight. The iufa&bhaiits of the town have been 
firing nfieatedly thia evening, to deter this for- 
midable foe from scaling their wall asd takiog 
potaeuiaa of their town. 

SMurdoy, Map 8th. — Last night and the pre- 
oedisg one, we were vieited by thimder-BtoraH, 
wUch did not however annoy us. The natires 
as usual hnpute the seasonable weather to our 
agency alone ; and in cooeequeitce, our arrival at 
many places has been hailed with transport, as 
the most fortunate thing that could have happened. 
It is astonishing to find how estrandy partial the 
Tains have been here, ia some districts Ae ground 
ioi this month past has be^ litert^ly drenched, 
while in others, only a few mHes distast from 
Aem, vei^tation has been suffering from a w«it 
of water. 

Extratmlinary preparations were made by the 
gmemm of JagQta to ensoFe our safely on dw 
dreaded paAway ; and a horseman, armed with a 
•word and spear, in company with four foot sol- 
ders, who were equipped with bows and sevetal 
hi^e quivn^ full of arrows, were in readinese tp 
offer us ^eir protection tiiis morning. The horse- 
man piBceded our party, and played off a variety 
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oS antics, to out great amusement He seemed 
not * little satisfied with himself; he flonririted 
bis naked swoH over his bead; hrandisbed his 
q>eat; made his horse curvet, and bomid, and 
gallop alternately ; and hU dresB being extremely 
^olesque, besides being eld and tom, gave him 
aa appearance not milike that of a bundle of rags 
fiying through tlie ur. But whh all this display 
of activity and h^oiun, the m«B would have fled 
with terror from his own shadow by mooolight ; 
and we really regretted that a few defenceless 
women were the only individuals that crossed oik 
paUt to put his courage to the test, the formidable 
' war-men' being elsewhere. 

Our journey tt>^ay has bee» vexatioualy short, 
not having exceeded fear atiles ; and it is utterly 
beyond our power to persuade the s^)erBtitioa3 
natives, who oonform only to tbeir fetitk in these 
matters, tiial the rabbera would be afriud to think 
of attackit^; white men. The town at which we 
are now halting is called Shea, and is defended 
by a wall. It pMsesae* a nwneraus potation, 
if we nny be allowed to form an opinion from die 
vast number of individuals that gathwed around 
OB immediately on our entraaoe through the gate-v 
way. A stnntgeT, however, cannot give anything 
like a correct estimate of the population of any 
inhabited place in this part of Africa, for as he 
can only jui^^ of it by the number of court-yards a 
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tovm or village may contain, and as in one court- 
yard tliere may be residing at least a hundred 
people, and in the one next to it, perhaps, not more 
than six or seven, the difficulty will be immediately 
perceived. Generally Bpeaking, the description of 
oae town in Yairiba would answer for the whole. 
Cleanliness and order may contribute to the 
wjperiority of one place over another, which 
may likewise have the advantages of a rich soil, 
a pleasant neighbourhood, and be ornamented 
with fine spreading and shady trees, but the form 
of the houses and squares is everywhere the same : 
irregular and badly built day walls, ragged-look- 
ing thatched roofs, and floors of mud polished widi 
cow> dung, form the hiUiitations of the chief part 
df tiie natives of Yarriba, compared to most of 
which a common English bam is a palace. The 
only difference between the residence of a chief 
and those of his subjects, lies in the number and 
not in the superiority of hia court-yards ; and these 
are for the most part tenanted by women and slaves, 
together with Socks of sheep and goats, and abun- 
dance of pigs and poultry, mixed together indis- 
criminately. 

Yesterday we crossed two small rivers, and to- 
day passed over a larger one, which were all flowing 
from north to south, Shta lies fotir miles E.b.S. 
of JagQta. The governor of the town has pre- 
sented us with a pig, and a quantity of country 
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beer, and we Iiave also received little presentB of 
piovisions from a few of the people. 

Sunday, May 9tk. — We agreed, ratber leluc- 
tantly, to vritnesB an exhibition of tumbling, &c., 
this morning, previous to quitting the town, and 
nhile we were on horseback. This detained 
us a little ; but as soon as it was over, we were 
escorted out of the town by beat of drum, pre- 
ceded by an armed horseman and an unarmed 
drummer, and continued our journey followed 
by a multitude of the inhabitants. We passed 
through a very large waited town called Esalasf, 
about six miles from Shea ; but its wall is dilapi- 
dated, and the habitations of the people in ruins, sjid 
almost all deserted. This town, which was not 
long since well inhabited, has been reduced to its 
present desolate and miserable state by the pro- 
tection which its ruler granted to an infamous 
robber, whose continued assaults on defenceless 
travellers, and his cruelty to them, at length at- 
tracted the notice of the king of Katunga. But 
previous to this, the inhabitanta of another town 
not far off, many of whom had at different times 
suffered from his bold attacks, called in a number 
of Borgoo men, who bore no better reputation 
for honesty than the robber himself, and resolved 
to attempt the capture of the ruffian in his strong- 
hold, without other assistance. Their efforts, 
however, were unavailing. The governor, en- 
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trenebed ia hi> walled town aad supported bj 
his people, sheltered the miscicBDt, md compeUed 
his enemies to raise the siege. About thi» time 
a mesteogw arrived it Esalay from tbc kiug of 
Katunga, with c<HBmands fur the gorenuH to 
deliver up the robber to pwushment ; but instead 
of obeying then he privately warned the man of 
his danger, who took imme^ate advaMage of it, 
mid loade his escape to Nouffie. The goveraor 
WBB su^cted of aiding tbe escape of the robber ; 
and a second messenger soon after arrived from 
Katunga, with orders for the guilty chief either 
to pay a fine to the king of 1SO,000 cowries, or 
put a period to his existence bf taking ptusoa. 
Neither of tbese commands suiting the indi- 
natton of the govemtH' of Esalay, he appointed a 
deputy, and privately fled to tbe Meighbouriog 
town of Shea, theix to await the final determina* 
tion of his enraged sovereign. We saw him at the 
latter town yesterday, dressed in a fancifully made 
tobe, on whkb a great number of Arab cbaracters 
were stitched. He walked about at perfect Uberty, 
and did not seem to take his conditioa much to 
heart. The inhabitABU of Esalay, ftnding that 
their ruler had deeerted them, ^at they were 
threatened by the king of Katanga, and that the 
Borgoo men, emboklened by the encouragement 
ihey received from that monarch, were also lurk- 
ing about the neighbourhood, and ready to do 
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them &ny mischief tuolc tlie aUmn, and imitoiti>g 
the example of their chief, most of tjiem de- 
eeited their huts, and acattei«d thenuelTes snoug 
the difEnent towns and tUI^^ ia the neighbmw- 
bood. Very few petals now resMe at EsaUy ; 
and this town, lately so populoua aod fiewkhing, 
is little better dian a heap of ruins. 

After we had passed through Esalay, we crossed, 
a large monaa and three rivers, which iataneeteil 
the read-way. The cxoaking from a multitude of 
frogs wlueh they contuned, ia addition to the 
ntfise of oui drum, produced so aniaating am elieet 
on our carriers, that they ran ^ng with their 
burdens doubty a» quick as tliey did before. We 
then arrived at an open vmage called OiuiMM,. 
where we halted for two hows wader the shadow 
oi a lai^ tree, to allow soute of ouz nen, who 
bad been laitering beUnd, to rejoin ma, a&er which 
we again aet fornardr and did scd stop till we ar- 
rived ai the large and handsome walled town of 
Atoopa, whieh the late Caplun ClajipertoB paaaed 
through in the iwt citpeditton. During oui ride, 
we observed a range t£ wooded hills running from 
NJif.E. to S^.W. 1 uid passed through a wilder- 
ness fA stunted trees, which wae relieved at inter- 
vals by patches of cultivated land ; but (here is 
not BO mueh cultivation aa one roi^ii espect to 
find new the capital of Yartiba. Aloopa is about 
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Iwentjr miles N.b.E. of Shea, the town in which 
we slept last night. 

Monday, Mag lOth. — Armed guides are no 
longer considered necessary; and we set out this 
morning only with our Bad&gry and Jtfnna mes- 
sengera and interpTetera. On going out of Atoopa, 
we crossed a river which flowed by the foot of 
that town, where our curiers OTertooIc us, and 
we tnwelled on together. The country through 
which the path lies is uncommonly fine ; it is par- 
tially cultivated, abounding in wood and water, 
and appeared, by the number of villages which it 
scattered over its surface, to be very populous. 
As we rode along, a place was pointed out to us 
where a murder liad been committed about seven 
years ago, on the person of a young man. He 
fell a victim to a party of Borgoo scoundrels, for 
lefusiog to give up his companion to them, a 
young girl, to whom he was shortly to be mar- 
ried. They at first endeavoured to obtiun her 
from him by fair means ; but he obstinately re- 
fused to accede to their request, and contrived to 
keep the marauders at bay till the young woman 
had made her escape, when he also ran for his life. 
He was closely pursued by tliem, and juerced by 
the number of arrows which they shot at him, he 
at length fell down and died in the path, after 
having run more than a mile from the place 
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where the first arrow had atruck him. By the 
care with which this Btory is treasured up in their 
memories, and the earnestness and horror with 
which it is related, we are inclined to believe that 
although there is bo great a fuss ahout the Burgoo 
robbers, and eo manifest a dread of them, that a 
murder on the highway is of very rare occur- 
rence. When this crime Id perpetrated, the whole 
nation seems to be terror-struck, and the people 
rise up in arms as if a public enemy were devas- 
tating their country, and slaughtering its inhabi- 
tants without mercy. This n the only instance 
we have heard of a young man entertaining a 
«trong attachment for a female. Marriage is cele- 
brated by the natives as unconcernedly as possible j 
a man thinks as little of taking a wife, as of cut- 
ting an ear of com-— affection is altogether out «f 
the question. 

A village in ruins, and a small town called 
Ndma, where we halted for a short time, were the 
only inhabited places we passed through during 
the day, till our entrance into the town of Leo- 
gvadda, which is surrounded by a double wall, 
and in which we ihtend to pass the night. The 
governor happened to be in his garden on our 
arrival, so that we were completely wearied mth 
waiting for him ; but as he did not make his 
appearance, we ourselves found out a convenient 
and comfortable hut, and though we were assailed 

vot. r. H 
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by a ToUey of Kbuie from the months -of h«lf • 
'doicn women, we tncceeded in sending Atem 
uray, «&d we now remiin in tranquil pomessMm 
of our quarters. In the centre of our yard, k m 
circular enclosure without a roof, within which a 
«n alligator, that has been oonlined there aeveD 
years. This voracious animal is fed with rats 
only, and he generally devours five a day. One 
'of the inliabitants peroeiving that I was rather 
jnqwsitive, volunteered to go to a river in the 
vicinity of die town, and to return in a few minutes 
with as many young crocodiles as I might wish 
for ; but as I had no ofitiortunity of conveyiag 
«nimalB of dus description through the country, 
-I declined the man's offer. Hie inhabitants <tf 
leoguadda, hamg probably no vegetable poisos, 
xoaike use of the venom of saidces on the tips of 
their arrows. The heads of those serpents from 
'which they extract this deadly sdastanoe are ex- 
posed on the sticks which are thrust mto iJie insUe 
of the thalsh of their dwelling as a kmd of trophy. 
- Leoguadda is ahnost sunrounded by rugged 
hills, formed by loose blocks of granite ; these, 
added to a quantity otf tall threes, always green, 
sad growmg. within the walls, render the town 
inconceivaUy }deaBiiit and Tomantio. Imm«ise 
mclB of land are cultivated in tlie vicinity of 
.the town, with com, yams, &c., and abundance 
nf swine, poultry, goats, and sho^, are bred bg 
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its jakabhanls. Formei^, idso, bordi «f cattla 
weretobeseeninthemeaiiinra; huttJieybelongotl 
to Falfttafai, who, we vare tald, fled from Let>< 
goadda same time ainoe to join their oountrymeiL 
at AUrie. 

Tueido!/, Kay llAk.— We left LeegBaddaeariy 
in the morning, and «bout tbe middle of Jhe foie- 
noon roitdiied a walled town of seme extentr 
caUad EelcM. Tht place it of impoetance on 
aecmmt of a Urge tve^y mariiet which is held 
in it. Eetch<i has recently been more tiian half 
ooDBumed by fire, and will not, it is Bupposed, 
regain its former condition tor some time. Like 
most large trading towns, it is in as unsettled 
and filthy a state as can he conceived. Tfaii day's 
journey has been highly agreeable ; the path lay 
through a beaiitiful country, varied in many places 
by hills of cearse granite, which are formed of 
large single blocks, heaped on each other. Trees 
sntd shrubs of a beautiiid green, were growing 
fmmi their iDtersticeB, and abnost hid tbe masBes 
of sloae from view. 

The goremor of £etch6 welcomed us to his 
town very civilly, but bis kindness as yet has ex*. 
tended no further; and althoagh in all probability 
he is as opulent as most chiefs on the road, yet he; 
M not 'follow their eKStaple in giving tis provi- 
Hoas, bat left us to procure them ouradves in the 
best numner we were able. Aboot a stone's tlumr. 
M 2 
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to the west of the town is the mun road to ^org'oo, 
Nouffie, H&UMo, Y&oorie, ixc., six hours ride on 
which would take ub out of Yarriba into the ter- 
ritoTiea of the king of Ki&mo. It is a general 
custom here, when any stranger of consequence 
approaches Eatunga, to send a messenger before 
him for the purpose of informing the kitig of the 
circumstance ; and as we are cooBidered in that 
light, one of our Jenna guides will set out for the 
above purpose to-morrow, and we are told that we 
must remain here till Thursday morning, for an 
escort of Boldiers, which will be sent to meet us. 
We have no inclination for the honour, as it would 
expose us to a thousand little inconveniences, and 
we therefore intend to avoid it by leaving this 
place by moonlight. 

It will scarcely be believed, that not less than 
one hundred and sixty governors of towns and 
villages between this place and the sea coast, all 
belonging to Yartiba, have died from natural 
causes, or have been aliun in war, since I was 
last here ; and that, of the inhabited places through 
which we have passed, not more than a half dozen 
chiefs are alive at this moment, who received and 
entertiuned me on my return to Baditgry three 
years ago. 

Weditaday, May \2th. — ^We were visited last 
night by a tornado ; and It rained so heavily this 
morning, that even if we had not been obliged 
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to lemain in Eetchi to-day, it would have been 
nest to impOBsible to have pursued our journey. 
The celebrated market of this place may be said to 
commence about mid-day, at which time thou- 
sands of buyers and Bellers had assembled in a 
large o|>en space in the heart of the town, present- 
ing the most busy, bustling scene imaginable. 
To Bay nothing of the hum and clatter of such a 
multitude of barbarians, the incessant exertions 
of a horrid band of native musicians rendered 
our own voices inaudible. People from Katunga 
and other towns of less importance flocked into 
Eetchd to attend the market to-day, which, we 
are informed, was nevertheless not so well at- 
tended as on former occasions ; the lain that 
had fallen, and the alleged danger which besets 
the path, having prevented many thousands from 
leaving their own abodes. Country cloth, in- 
digo, provisions, &c. were offered for sale, but 
we observed nothing in the market deserving 
particular notice. The town is to be well guarded 
to-night, for fear of its bemg attacked whilst 
we remtun in it; and it is given out that any 
one found loitering outside the walls after sun- 
set will be seized without ceremony, and his 
effects taken from him. A very ungaltant custom 
prevails at Eetchd, which is, that every woman 
who attends the market for the purpose of selling 
any article, is obliged to pay a tax of ten cowries 
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to the goveniOT ; whilst any indtrtdaal of Ae othef 
aex is allowed to enter the tmia and vend hia 
eommodities publicly without p»yiag any duty 
whatever. 

, Thundaj/, May I3tk. — We uoie at a very 
early hour diis monting to undertake the joum«y 
to Katunga, which is rather long; and we hoped 
not only to reach Ifaat city before the heat became 
c^presaive, but abo t« aroid, if poanbk, the escort 
which we had tittle doubt the king would send ont to 
meet us. Yet, notwithstan^g our most sbmraou* 
exertions, it waa six o'clock before we wne all 
ready to depart The air was eootee ifaaa we hxv* 
felt it since landing from the Clinker, the thermo- 
meter being as low as 71° in the ritade. The 
natives appeared to feelthisserarityoftfae weathec 
most keenly, for d>oagh they huddled themselTea 
np in their wannest cotton dresses, they were yet 
shivering with cold. Hundreds of people, and 
perliaps if I were to say thotuands, the number 
would not be overrate^, preceded and followed u> 
on the pathway ; and as they winded through 
thick forests, along nurow roads, their blue and 
white clothing, contrasted with the deep green <rf 
the ancient trees, produced an eminently pleasing 
effect. After a hasty ride of two hours, we came 
in sight of the town of EtttAotet, outside of which 
are numerous trees, and underneath thdr widdy 
^reading branches we observed various groaps 

n G^K)^!.- 
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ef people sealed on the tnrf, taking refrefihinent: 
We joined tbem, paxlook of & little com uvl watcar, 
which isouruBUAllravelling&ie, sndtbenienewed 
•ui joumey in good sprits. But we had not pro> 
eeeded a great way, when the eseort ahout whiclt 
we had been ao nneaay vaa desGtied at a dbtance, 
tud ap[»o3cIung us at a rapid pace, joined the 
patty in a very few minutes. Theie was mo great 
leaacn, after aU, for our modraty to he offended 
tithfiT at the qilendonr or number of our retinue, 
for happily it consiBted only of a few ragged in- 
dividuals on foot, and eight on hor»dtock ; with 
the latter was a single drummer^ but Ae former 
eould boaet of having in theu* train men with 
whistles, drums, and trumpets. 
- I sounded my bugle, at which the natives were 
astonished and pleased ; but a black trumpeter, jear- 
loHS of the perfovmaoce, challenged a contest foe 
the Birperiority of the respective inatrumeata, which 
terminated in the entire defeat of the African, wha 
was hooted and laughed at by his companions foi 
his presumption, and gave up the trial in despair, 
I have read somewhere, that in ancient time therq 
was a contest between a nightingale, and a lamQUS 
muucian, whose name I have forgot; and that the 
melodious bird, despairing to equal the divine 
strains which were produced by the minstrel, ac- 
knowledged his superiority by falling dead at his 
feet Now, the disconcerted African did not cer< 
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tiunly expire at the moment, but he hung dowA 
his head, remained eilent, looked extiemely silly, 
aod did not venture to put his horn to hia mouth 
again, tilt he imagined his companions had either 
overlooked or in some measure forgotten hia de* 
feat. Among the instruments used on this me- 
morable occasion, was a piece of iron, in shape 
exactly resembling the bottom of a parlour flre- 
shovel. Itwasplayedonbyathick piece of wood, 
and produced sounds infinitely less harmonious 
than < morrow-bones and cleaverB.' 

The leader of our escort was a strange -looking, 
ponerAil fellow, and might very well serve the 
nriter of a romance as the hero of his tale, in the 
character of keeper of an enchanted castle, when 
fierce, scowling looks, terrific frowns, and a pecu- 
liarly wild expresBion of countenance, are intended 
to be naturally described, for the man's stature 
was gigantic, his eyea large, keen, piercing, and 
ever in motion, hia broad nose squatted over both 
cheeks — bis lipa immensely large, exposing a 
fine set of teeth; the beard was black, thick, 
and griatly, and, covering all the lower part of 
bis face, reached to his bosom; the famous 
Blue Beard was nothing to him ; and in gazing 
«n his features one would almost be inclined to 
believe, that all the most iniquitous and depraved 
paasiona of human nature were centered in his 
heart. Vet with so unlovely and forbidding an 
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appearance, the man is in reality as innocent and 
docile as a lamb. He wore oa his head a small 
nuh hat, in shape like a common earthenware pan 
inverted, or like the hate winch are worn by 
the lower class of Chinese. His breast was ea< 
veloped in a coarse piece of blue cloth ; from 
Kis left shoulder hung a large quiver of arrows ; 
and in his right hand he held a bow, whicb 
he brandished like a lance ; a short pair of trou- 
sers covered his thighs, and fantastically-made 
leathern boots incased his feet and legs. His skin, 
was of jetty blackness, his forehead high ; but his 
tremendous beard, which was slightly tinged with 
grey, contributed, perhaps more than anything 
else, to impart that wildness and iierceness to b» 
looks which at first inspired us with a kind of 
dread of our leader. 

Thus escorted, we travelled onwards ; and after 
a hasty ride of six hours from £etch6, beheld from 
a little eminence those black, naked hills of gra- 
nite, at whose base lies the metropolis of Yarriba. 
About an hour afterwards we entered the gates of 
that extensive city. As is the custom, we stayed 
under a tree, just inside the walls, till the king 
and his eunuchs were informed of our arrival, 
which having been done, after a wearisome delay, 
we rode to the residence of £60, the chief eunuch, 
who, next to the king, is the most influential man 
in the place. We found this personage, a ' great. 
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tat, Toaoi, oily man,' ftirntg liinuelf under the ▼«• 
nndah of his dwellbg. Otber eiutuebs of Bimilaz 
appearanoe weie titting on the gnHuid with lun> 
ved joined him in welcoming both of tu (bat inj- 
self more e^eoially) to Katnngft, with erery ^>- 
pearance of sincerity, hectrtBiess, and goodwiU._ 
A conversation not sufficiently interesting or im- 
portant toreTate, here took place, — it lasted a long 
time; and wetheni«alkedaU togetbertotheking*! 
house, which is id. the distance of half a mile ictaa 
Aai of Ebo. 






CHAPTER IV. 

Kfttmga — HoBfoUi, King: of Katanga — VtenvAxya to 

AUdult of Kalu^fa — Dal^ed 1:7 aeighbnoriiig vac->- 
Custom relating to pmenta— fiMerre of tiie people cod> 
ceiDing their country — Their general character — Pro- 
greia of the FaUlahs — Frepaiatioas for departure by a 
a&w roote — Fk«w«U rait to tiie King. 

Inbormatioit of our comiiig had been pra- 
YHHisly Bent to the moauch, and we waited with 
much patience for a considerahle period tiU he had 
put on his rohee of state. Meantime, to amuse 
aa and beguile the houi away, the head drummer 
and his assistants, with the moat benevolent inten- 
tion, ctHumenced a concert of ttte moet bewitchin({ 
udody ; and long drums, kettle drums, and bcHnoa, 
were jjayed widi little inleimiBsion, till Mansolah 
uade his appeantnce, when all aoises were sud- 
denly hushed, and we were desired to draw nearer 
to pay our respects to his Majesty. We did sa 
after the Engli^ manner, much to the entertaiii-< 
ment and diversion of the king, who endeavoured 
to imitate us, but it was easy to perceive that he 
is but a novice in the Europetui mode of B«luta> 
tioD, bowing and shaking bands. We have no 
doubt that it was owing to the rusticity and awk- 
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waidness of our address, that MansoUVs risible 
faculties were so strongly excited ; but he laughed 
so long and heartily, and his wives, and eunuchs 
and subjects of all sortSr joined him with such 
good wUl, and such power of lungs, that we were 
constnuned to unite our Toices to the general burst 
of kindly feeling, although if we had been asked 
tilt cause of such jollity and obstreperous mirth, 
we should have been at a loss for an answer. 

Mansolah's headpiece was something like a 
biBhop's mitre, profusely ornamented with strings 
of coral, one of which answered the purpose of a 
ribbon, for it was tied under the chin, to prevent 
the cap from being blown off. His tobe was of 
green silk, crimson silk damask, and green silk 
velvet, which were all sewn together like pieces of 
patchwork. He wore English cotton stockings, 
and neat leathern- sandals of native woritmanahip. 
A large piece of superfine light blue cloth, given 
the chief by the late Captain Clapperton, he used 
for a carpet. The eunuchs and other individuals 
who were present at the interview prostrated them- 
selves before their prince, agreeably to the custom 
of the country, and rubbed their heads with earth 
two separate times, retreating at some distance to 
perform lliie humiliating and degrading ceremony, 
and then drawing near the royal person, to lie 
again with their faces in the dust. They saluted 
the ground also near which he was sitting, by 



kissing it fervently and repeatedly, and by placing 
each cheek on it. Then, and not till then, with 
their heads, and faces, and lips, and breasts, st^ed 
with the damp red soil, which still clung to them, 
they were allowed to seat themselves near their 
monarch, and to join in the conversation. Two 
or three of the Inferior eunuchs, not satisfied with 
this servile prostration, began to sport and roll 
themselves about on the ground ; but this could not 
be effected without immense labour and difficulty, 
and panting and straining, for, like Sir John Fal- 
Btaff, they could be compared to nothing so appro- 
priately as huge hills of flesh. There they lay 
wallowing in the mire, like immense turtles floun- 
dering in the sea, till Ebo desired them to rise. 
We observed among the individuals present, a very 
conuderable number of bald-headed old men, their 
hsji, or lather wool, having most likely been rub- 
l)ed off by repeated applications of earth, sand, 
gravel, filth, or whatever else may be at hand, when 
the prince happens to make his appearance. 
I llie conference having ended, a kid, a calabash 
qI ct0iu, and two thousand cowries in money 
were presented to us ; and cheered by a fiourish 
of music, we laughed in concert and shook hands 
with the king, and walked away towards our own 
dwelling, which had been reptured and thoroughly 
cleaned out for our sole use. Here we lay down 
to repose our aching limbs. In the evening the 
king returned our visit, and immediately took a 
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£uicy to my brotWa bugle born, wUch wu 
leailily given hiu. He wu vaotljr pleatcj witk 
the ptetaat. And by emile« and words, returned 
na maBf tbaoks for it ; Bud thmt Ik w«b quite 
'delighted j And that it made hie heart glad t» 
see us; btqaed we Bhould make eunelves 001R7 
fortable whikt we remuned in Katwiga; eheok 
hands ; made a bow, aad " smiling in heart aai) 
■oul ctmtent," the sovereign depaited, fallowed by 
a suite of wives, eunuchs, and oAer attendants. 
The piemises we oecupy aie the pro^ra^ of Ebo^ 
who hao, we believe, dose everything in his power 
to render ovr stay as agreeable aa pasuble ; they 
wore fonaerly occupied by Ct^itain Claj^iertOB. 
The yard adjoins Ub own, with whicJi it ooramiuu* 
catee by a door-way witboiU a door ; so that it will 
enable us to haxe iiequent oppottuuities of se«ng 
his numerous unhappy wives, ami a iiamber (^ 
little boys and gids, who are his personal attoi- 
danti. The ennuch has given us a very &t she^ 
as a fiiTthei tokm of his good-wilL 

Friday, May Hih. — ^Ancompanied by £bo, and 
the o^tr wiwieldy enimehg, ny brother took • 
freaent to the kmg this moreiDg, which waa prettjr 
well recerrad, Mansolah, out of compliment I sup* 
pose, remaddng that if we bad not brought wiA 
UB the value of a aingle cowry, we diotdd have beta 
&vanrably ceceived at Katnga and well en tertained 
at his own cost We had previotisly eounded oat 
friend Ebo on the subject of our. jotu&ey to tfas 
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Niger ; bat lie strongly kMsed ub by no mean* 
ev«n to bint audi an inteiiU<Hi to the king, whose 
suspicions, be usured us, nould immediately take' 
the alarm, ho that instead of bong fbrwanled'oii 
oar way tfaidier, we should eidier be dabuned in the 
tomi for an indefinite time, or sent lack again to 
the coHt. We then&ie cc»iceiTed It prudent to 
^e hna liit foflowing atateme&t only : — ' That 
the king of Engltad, anxious to procure the re~ 
Btoration of cettain papers which beloved to a 
countryman of ours, who perished at Booaslt 
nboot twenty years i^o, nhidi papers were sup- 
|i08ed to be in the passeauun of the suUan of 
Yioorie, we bad been despatcihed bi&er by our 
florereign, in the hofo that the king of Katongs 
would forward ut to the latter state, fijr the purpose 
of ot^ning them from tbe ndtan of Viioone, and 
tding them back with us >to finglaud.' Man- 
Bolah displayed neither engnr curiosity as to onr 
object in coming to his country, nor surprise 
when we had informed him trf it ; but very 
promptly observed, that in two days' tkne he would 
aend a messengei to Kiima, Wonwon, Booss^ 
and Ykoorie, to aeqnaint the ndera of diose 
provinces of our intention to pay them a vimt; 
«iid that «n the mui's letart we should hare his 
]aeniiiniQa to depart. This waa premised after my 
farathet's mpeated lolicitatione and importunities 
Aat we sbntdd not be d^ned here longer than 
vecesiaiy, because in a ¥eiy shnt time the violent 
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ralos will render the road to those countrieB im- 
^Mssable ; and in consequence we shall be unable 
to travel till the return of ^e dry season. 

It has been expressly and repeatedly told us, 
that the monarch of ihis empire is brother to the 
Iting of Benin ; but, notwithstanding this near re- 
lationship of the two sovereigns, not the slightest 
intercourse or communication is mainbuned be- 
tween Yarriba and that power; so at least the 
inhabitants of this place have informed us ; and 
the reason they ascribe for it is, that the distance 
between the countries is too great Friends and 
acquaintances are oftentimes called brothers in 
Yarriba; and to make a distinction in the above 
instance, they assert that Sfansolah and the king 
of Benin ' were of one father and one mother.' 
We interrogated Ebo on the subject, but he soon 
cilenced our remarks by observing that we were 
too inquisitive, or, to use his own words, ' that 
we talked too much.' We intend, after leanag 
Yiioone, to proceed direct to Guarie, the prince of 
which country will, no doubt, send us to Punda, 
from whence we must endeavour to discover At 
termination of the Niger, agreeably to our written 
instructions. 

Saturday, May I5U. — Instead of the jarring 
noise of women's tongues, which has annoyed and 
followed us at every stage of owr journey from 
Bad&gry, we at length enjoy as much of com- 
f>osure and tranquillity as we can well desire, for 
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Ebo'e wives residing at some diBtance from the 
part of our yard which we occupy, the shrill 
sounds of their voices are pleasant, contrasted 
with the former loud, discoi^ant, and perpetual 
din whicb rang in our ears from' morning till 
night. Our male visitors, likewise, are few and 
select, and do not remain with us any very con- 
Mderable time together. An order has been issued 
by the king, th&t if any Impertinent individual 
troubles us at any time with his company when it 
is not desired, Ebo is at liberty to behead Iiim ; 
and no one shall have the efCronteiy, says Man- 
Bolah, to tax the eunuch with injustice or cruelty 
in the performance of his dudes. Iliis proclamA- 
tion, if it may so be termed, has had the desired 
effect, for dreading the even-handed Ebo, who is 
public executioner as well as chief eunuch, the 
inhabitants of Katunga have hitherto repressed 
their curiosity, and have confined themselves to 
their own abodes. 

We have recdved a present of a sheep to-day 
from the ' master of the horse,' an elderly person 
that possesses some infiuence over his master; but 
although his pompous title would lead one to infer 
tiiat bia lofty situation is highly responuble and 
important, a few rough, ragged-looking ponies^ are 
the only ' horse' of which he has the superin- 
tendence. 

All seems quiet and peaceable in this lai^e, dull 
vox. I. H 



city ; and one cannot help fedihg rathei mebm- 
eholy, in witndermg throng streetB almost de- 
•srted, Aid orer m voM extent of fertile land, <m 
which there is no bunuut halutation, and scare^ 
R living thing to anioiate or cheei tlie prevHl- 
ing solemnity. The walls of the town bave been 
Bufiered to ^ into decay; and are now na 
better than a heap of dust and niins ; and soefa 
tmconcem and apathy pecvade the minds of the 
monarch and his ministry, that the wuidering 
and ambitious Falitah has penetrated into tlia 
very heart of the country, made Inmself master of 
two of its most important and flonrisbmg towns, 
vidi litAe, if any, cr^^OBititm ; and ia grado^lyi 
but very perceptibly, guntng <m &e lukewarm 
natives of the soil, and sapping the firandatioBS of 
the throne of Yarribs. The people cannot, surely, 
be fully aware of their own danger, or ihej never 
could be unconcerned spectaton of erents wiach 
are rapidly tending to root out then- religion, cn»- 
toms, and inetitutTons, and totally annihilaite them 
BB a nation. But since they have nether foresight, 
nor wisdom, nor resdution, to pst Ihemeelves in a 
j)DBture of defence, and maks at least a *Aow oi 
resistance, when dntger, real or imaginary, n«- 
naces them ; stnee neiHiei the lovo of eeuntry, 
tohich stimulates almost aU nations t« heroic 
achievements in defence of their just and natund 
rights, and all ihat k truly dear to Aaan in the 
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world; and ainee neither nfiection for their de- 
fencdesB wivea aiid unprotected offspring, nor 
love of self, can aw^en a single spark of courage 
or patriotimi in their boBoms, con scare away that 
demon aloth from among liiem, or induce tlwm to 
make a solitary exertion to save themselves and 
posterity, firom a fcwetgn yoke ; why then, they 
ace surely intworthy to be called a people ; th^ 
cleserre to be deprived of &at efTeets, children, 
wad personal liberty, to hitve their liabitual sloth 
and listlcBmess converted into labour and useful- 
ness, u) tillin|-, improving, and beautifying for 
Btrangers that soil, which they have neither spirit 
»DE inclination to cultivate for themselves. 

A market is held daily in diffueot parts of Ka- 
tunga, but twice in the week it is mudi larger, and 
better attended than) on either of the other days. 
I Tinted one of the latter this morning, which is 
Burled the ' Queen's market i' but as it is shifted 
io another [dace towai>da evening, it b then called 
the ' King's mai^et' The sdlen were by far 
more manerons than the bnyers ; and, an th« 
whole, the articles exposed fc> lak by mo means 
XeaUsed the expectatkora which we had formed of 
them. Anumg them we observed three or four 
■laBerent kinik of com ; beans, peas, and regeta- 
Mes in abundance ; the mi-cadania butter ; ground 
«r gwnea nuts; country cotton cloths, indigo, 
red day, salt, and different vaneties of pepper; 
n2 
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besides trona, snuff and tobacco, knives, barbs, 
hooka, and needles, tbe latter of the rudest native 
tnanuiacture. There were also, finger rings of tin 
and lead ; and iron bracelets and armlets ; old 
shells, old bones, and other venerable things, 
which European antiquaries would gaze on with 
rapture ; besides native soap, little cakes of cheese 
and butter; an English common blue plate, a 
great variety of beads, both of native and Eu* 
ropean manufacture, among the former of which 
we recognised the famous Agra bead, which at 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, and other places, is 
sold for its weight in gold, and which has Viunly 
been attempted to be imitated by the Italians 
and our own countrymen. Provisions also were 
offered for sale in abundance ; and besides 
beef and mutton, which were made up into 
little round balls, weighing about an ounce and 
three-quarters each, and presented not the most 
delicate or teinpldng appearance, we observed 
an immense quantity of rats, mice, and lizards, 
dressed and undressed, all having their skins on, 
and arranged in rows, 

I met with and purchased a very cunous and 
singular kind of stone in the market. The na- 
tives informed us that it was dug from the earth, m 
a country called j(ffie, which is stated to be ' four 
moons ' journey Irpm Katunga, where, according 
to their tradition, their first parents were created. 



and from whence all Airica has been peopled. 
Ignorant of mineralogy, as I am of most other 
sciences, I am unacquainted with the nature and 
properties of the stone alluded to, and therefore 
I grieve to say I am incapable of giving a acien* 
tific descripliou of it. It consiets of a variety of 
little transparent stones, white, green, and every 
shade of blue, all embedded in a species of clayey 
earth, resembling rough mosaic work. 

On my return from this visit, and since writing 
the first part of to-day's journal, Ebo came to us 
with the news that a body of FalStaha from Soc- 
catoo had arrived at the Mousia, which is a rivei 
dividing Yarriba from Borgoo, and that they had 
attacked a town on its borders, through which 
our route lies. Therefore, continued Ebo, the 
Yiloorie messenger will of necessity be compelled 
to wait here till authentic intelligence he received 
of the truth or falsehood of the rumour before he 
sets out on bis misuon to Ki&ma ; this will take 
three days, at the end of which the feet will cer- 
tainly transpire, and the man will immediately ba 
despatched on his errand. 

It appears to us not a little strange, that the day 
after our arrival here, the Falitahs should so op- 
portunely attempt the seizure of a town, through 
which we are to pass ; and that information of the 
approach of an enemy ao greatly dreaded should 
Bot have reached this place at an earlier period, 
when news of no moment whatever flies tlirough 
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Ae country with the awiftness of fin arrow from n 
bow. We imi^ine that it is only a feint of Man- 
Bolah to detain ua here longer than we desire, and 
until the rains shall have rendered the road im- 
practicable. It is possible that we may he unjust 
in our suspicion ; but many circumstances appear 
to confirm it. 

Sunday, May 16fA.— As it is the Sabbath, we 
have confined onrselves to-day within doors, in 
(ffdei to employ it in the most proper man- 
ner that circumBtances permit. Efao has visited 
lis, under various pretences, several times ance 
morning ; and has had the door-way which leads 
*o the women's apwtments closed op with mortars 
alleging as a reason, that he was convinced the 
-ourioiity of his women was troubleeome to ua. 
Sut the truth of the matter is, that he has been 
induced to block up the commnracation from the 
yard, under tut apprehension that out attendants 
might interfere with his domestic tmrangements, 
fcy prying into the secrets of his seraglio. We 
iave likewise been favoured with the company of 
several Haussa Mallams, who, notwithstanding 
the irksome restnunt to which they are subjected 
-by the jealousy of the Inng and his people, an 
content to remain so far from their native country, 
and reside among strangers and pagans as long 
as they live. Whether the priests have taken this 
«tep purely from teKgioos motives, or, which k 
Ute more likely reason of the two, that they have 



exiled tiMntselTeB from Uieir borne and families, 
f(K Ihs mere purpoBe of being eniicbed at tho 
expeuie x^ the cveduUty and ignorance of the 
iohabitsnta, ne have been tmable to dieoovei. At 
dl ewBls, Ae intentions of tbese misEioniiries are 
effectually concealed uridoi a cloak of piety and 
derottOB^ «nd thm they are toler^ed by the 
cmnmon consent of the monarch and hia Bub- 
jectg. It laioed inoesBUitly for several hours this 
morakig. 

ilendag, Met}/ I7lh. — Besides presents to the 
king and Ms chief eunuch, it is expected that 
something will be given to three ' head men,' as 
they sre stykd, who idvixe with the prince, and 
lead his soldierB to battle. Previous to visiting 
tfadr habitidionB for this pmpose, Ebo informed 
roe that It was necessary to carry tbe intended 
p«sent6 for tbe inspection of his maeter, diat 
nothing might be given them but such articles as 
would obtain his ^probation and conteait. This 
was accordingly done, and Mansolah bbw no> 
thing objectionable in the goods which we have 
selected. As evening drew near, 1 rode to tha 
residau» of the head men, by each of whom I 
mts wellreceived ; and they accepted their presents 
with abundance of thaolcB. Their huts were lai^er 
and more cxrefully built, and their yards mors 
commodious than even those of the king, — all kept 
in excellent order, clean, and neat. The head 
men are in much more affluent circumstances than 



their neighbours; — they have numerous wires, 
and large fiocka of sheep and go^ in which the 
wealth of the natives principidly consists. A goat 
and two lai^e pots of country heei were lud at 
my feet ; and after espresung my acknowledg- 
ments, I returned home. 

We are of opinion, that it would require a loi^; 
reddence in this country, and a perfect acquaint- 
ance with its language, to enable a fordgner to 
form a correct judgment of its laws, manners, 
customs, and institutions, as well as its religion 
and the form and nature of its government. So 
innameiahle are the mistakes which the smat- 
tering of ignorant native interpreters never fiula 
to occasion, that we despair of gating much accu- 
rate information on any of these heads. We can 
only answer for what we $ee. Perhaps few des- 
pots sully their dignity by condescending to con- 
sult the inclination of their subjects, in personally 
communicating to them their most private as well 
as public concerns. Yet, the sovereign of Yarriba 
appears to be so obliging, as to m^e this a 
common practice. In return, however, the people 
are expected and compelled to satisly the curiosity 
of their prince by adopting a similar Ime of con- 
duct towards him ; and all the presents they re- 
ceive from strangers, how trifling soever they may 
be, are, in every instance, taken to his reaidencs 
for inspection. Every thing, indeed, that ralatei 
to their personal interests, and all their domestic 
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concerns, be listens to vtth the most patriarchal 
gravity. Thua, our present to the king haa 
been exhibited to his people two or three times ; 
Eho's alBOi and those of the head men, have 
been shown to them as well as to their sovereign. 
The common people were all anxious to know 
whether, among the other things they had re- 
ceived, we had given their king or bis ministers 
any coral ; and their curiosity was immediately 
gratified without hesitation or remark. If a 
stranger, from a remote part of the empire, 
wishes to vJait Katunga, in order to pay his 
respects to his sovereign, tlte chief or governor of 
every town through whicii he may happen to pass 
is obliged to furnish him with any number of 
carriers he may require ; and in this manner his 
goods are conveyed from village to village, until 
he arrives at the capital. A similar indulgence is 
likewise extended to any governor who may have 
the like object in. view. 

The moBt laughable mistakes are firequently 
made here, by one of our Baddgrian messengers, 
who acts also as interpreter, as regards the gender 
and relationship of individuals, such as father for 
mother, son for daughter, boy for girl, and tiice 
vefsA. He informed us to-day, that a brother of 
his, who was the Mend of Ebo, and resided with 
hjm, begged our permission to come to see ua : 
of course we expected to see a gentleman of some 
consequence enter our yard ; but to our surprise 



the brother proved to be »a old sbrivdkd wokuhi, 
n^tiiN more nor less than oae rf the eunuch's 

Tuadmy, May ISA. — About diree years ago, 
Adoole^, Ute BadAgtUn chie^ despatdied a mee- 
ioBger widi a valuable present to .die lung oS 
Eatuttga, requestii^ die iatter to forward hun on 
fail journey to Benin, as he had smoe little bttai- 
neas to tranaaot with the GOV»eign of that state. 
The man, however, purloining for his own use 
the principal part of the articles intrusted to 
Mn, delivered a bottle of lum imly to Mao- 
■olah with a false message — and, instead of pio- 
oeeding on his errand, took up his abode in one 
of the towns between this city and Badligry. 
Adooley wondered at the sil«ice and extractfdinary 
delay of his messenger, and sent a man in oue 
teain to the king, to ascertain what was become of 
likn. The preceding answer has been returned, 
with the addition that Mansolah had made the 
man a present (£ fil^een sheep, and disdnguiehed 
him in a very particular manner. Every one here 
appears uneasy at the very mention of Benin ; and 
though we have endeavoured by various indirect 
means to ascertain the number of days it wotdd 
take a person to travel thidier from Katunga, 
evasive or ecjuivoCating answers are the utmost wa 
can obtain ; one of the pec^ asserting that the 
journey migld easily be accomplished in twelve 
days, and another declaring, a moment afierwaidt* 
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that it woald occupy a period of not less iJian four 
moDths. As to the leaKm of all this jealous 
AppreheDsion, we have not been able exactly to 
Dtake up our minds. These particular eraucMK 
ml^ht be considered as a punishment which the 
Yarribeans though fit to inflict upon strangen 
when tiiey evince more than usual curiosity for 
information respecting a rival ftnd detested power. 
But, in truth, noUiing seems to be a greater 
■grievance to the natives than the answering of 
any questions which Me put to them, be tbey never 
80 ^miliar and tinimportuit. They dislike, nay 
sUtor to do it ; and mstead of satisfying the in- 
qnirer, they study to mblead him by fals^iood or 
^nisrepresentation. This strange aversion is en- 
tertained by the jnince as well as by the meanest 
-of bis subjects ; hut rather Aan offend us, when 
we are unconBciously over-inqmsittve about any 
little matter, Ebo answers for his monarch and 
TompanioDS by shaking his head, and saying, 
■* Ask no qnestio&B.' 

Katnnga has by no means answered the expec- 
tations we had been led to form of it, either as 
regards its prosperity, or tiie number of its in- 
habitants. The vast plain also or which it stands, 
although exceedingly fine, yields in verdure and 
fertility, and simple beauty of appearance, to the 
delightftd country snrrounding the less celebrated 
city of Biihoo. Its maricet is tolerably well sup- 
plied with provisions, which are, however, exceed- 
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ingly dear ; insomucb, that with the exception of 
diaguBliiig insects, leptileg, and vermin, tLe lower 
classes of the peofde are almost unacqutdnted with 
the taste of animal food. 

. Owing to the short time we have been in the 
country, which has been employed chiefly in 
travelling from town to town, the manners of the 
people have not sufficiently unfolded themselves 
to our observation ; so that we are unable to 
speak of them with confidence : yet, the few oppor- 
tunities we have had of studying- their characters 
and dispositions Induce us to believe that they 
are a simple, honest, inoffensive, but weak, limid, 
And cowardly race. They seem to have no social 
tenderness, very few of Uiose amiable private vii< 
tues wiiich would jvin our affection, and none of 
those public qualities that claim respect or com- 
mand admiration. The love of country is not 
strong enough in their bosoms to incite them to 
defend it against the irregular incursions of a des- 
jucablefoe; and of the active energy, noble senti- 
ments, and contempt of danger which distmguiah 
the North American tribes, and other savages, no 
traces are to be found among this slothiid people. 
Regardless of the past as reckless of the future, 
the present alone influences their actions. In this 
respect they approach nearer to the nature of the 
brute creation, than perhaps any other people on 
the face of the globe. Though the bare mention of 
an enemy makes the pusillanimous Mansolah and 
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bis unwarlike subjecia tremble in every limb, tbey 
take no measures to prevent whole bands of 
stnuigers from locating in the finest provinces of the 
emfdie, much less do they think of expelling them 
after they have made those provinces their own. 
> To this unpardonable indifference to the public in- 
terest, and neglect of all the rules of prudence and 
common sense, is .owing the progress which the 
FaMtahs have made in gaining over to themselves 
a powerfol party, consisting of individuals from 
various nations in the interior, who had emigrated 
lo this country ; and the great and uniform suc- 
cess which lias attended all their ambitious pro- 
jects. They are now e^tually and firmly seated 
in the very centre of the kingdom ; they have 
entrenched themselves in strong waited towns ; 
and have recently forced fram Mansolah a declara- 
tion of their independence, whilst this negligent and 
imbecile monarch beholds them gnawing away the 
very dnews of his strength, without mining the 
dightest exertion to apply a remedy to the evil, 
or prevent their future aggrandizranent. Besides 
Rdka, which is peopled wholly by FalAtahs, who 
have strengthened it amazingly, and rendered 
it exceedingly populous, another town of pro- 
digious size has lately sprung into being, which 
already far surpasses Katunga in wealth, population, 
and extent It was at first resorted to by a party 
of Fal&tahs, who named it Alt!rie, and encouraged 
all the slaves in the country to flee from the 
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^^eaucHi of their maeterB, aa^ join tbeii sUn^ 
danl. They leminded the slkvea ^ Uie conetniat 
usder which they latxHired, tuul tempted them by 
bh offer of fteed(»ii ukl protection, and othet 
protniflM of the most extrav^ant mtuie, to de- 
clare theaiselvee mdependeat at Yazriba. Accord 
ingty, the dtaconteoted mway mik» round eageriy 
locked to Alikie in eoneidenble numbeTa, whne 
they were well reeei¥ed. This took place as bi 
badi aa tcxtj yesis, unce which, other Falatahs 
Itave jmned th«« countryxien fvom Soceatov and 
Rt^ha; and notwithstanding tte wan (if mutual 
kidni^jping duerreB the name) in which they hxro 
been eng^ed is the rapport and maiMenance <^ 
Aeir cause, Akirie is become by &r die bu^eat 
and most flonriiiiiiiig city in Yamba, not even 
excepting the dental heelf. It is said to be two 
days' jonrney — that is, fijrty or fifty miles, in oir" 
cumference, end to be fortified by a sk-ong clay wall 
with moatB. The inhabitanti have now vast beidi 
and flocks, and upwarda of three thousand horscB; 
which last will >*ppear a very considerable number, 
when it ift considered that Katui^ doea not con* 
tain m<n« than as many hundreds. Tlie popid»- 
tion (A Akhie Emw never been estimated, but it 
must be kmnense ; lately, it has been declared 
independent of Y^rriba ; and its tnhabitants are 
pCTmitted to trade with the natives of the country, 
on eondition tiiat no more Fatfatabs be suffered to 
«nfcr its widls. It b governed by twelve niler«r 



each of a ^ffetent nation, imd all of e^ual power ; 
the Fal&ta}) duef not likving man iitfluence or 
greater sway than the others. RAIat is bat one 
day's journey nonh-east of Katmiga ; and AUrix 
Aree days' journey to &e south-west The party 
of Fal&tahs which was rcpottfid to have taken 
poeeeasioH of a Yan^ town on tha banks of the 
Moussa are said t» have abandoned it, imd to 
have joined their coantrymen at R&^ This 
intelligence has baea br<»ight hither by maijiet- 
people, no one lianng been aesat by th« king to 
ascertain the sumber of the adrenturers, oi the 
object of their visit, 

fFvdnetdas, May IMA.— The king has sent ua 
aotUag since the day of oar arrival ; aid the pre^ 
•entthen given was disgnwefiil a the extreme, 
as coming from the monardi of a large and 
Blighty kingdom. His treatment of the late Cap- 
tain Clapperton was alb^«thei) the revene of 
this : a Inillock was sent him inmediately after the 
first miterview, and a Hve goat, fa Boroetbing 
equiralmt, every day till his depaitore, which in- 
cluded a period little short of sevni wee^a. Nor, 
. in other respects, has the conduct of Mansoiah 
been such as to give as pleasure ; but we cm ko 
othenriee aceMnit fbi tfaia, than by sopposing oui 
present to have fallen fu short af hia expettalioM, 
and BO fiulcd to awaken those good-aaMt^d qua- 
lities which were dis^yed at sigU of the infi^ 
ulely more viable aa wdl a> showy one of Cap* 



tun Clapperton. But whatever may be the Tea- 
son of it. certain it is that Manwlah and his 
(ubjectB have >een <]uite enough of white men ; 
and that the rapturoua exultation which glowed 
in the cheeks of the first Eturopean that visited 
this conn^ on being gazed at, admired, ca- 
rewed, and almost worehipped as a god, — joined 
to the delightful conBciousneBs of his own ud- 
measurable superiority, will,_ in the present ^e 
at least, never be experienced by any other. 
Alas ! what a DUsfortune 1 The eager curiosity 
of the natives has been glutted by satiety, — an 
European is shamefully considered no more than 
a man! and hereafter, without doubt, he will 
be treated entirely as such ; so that, on coming to 
this city, he must make up his mind to sigh a 
bitter farewell to goat's flesh and mutton, and fa- 
miliarise his palate to greater delicacies, such as 
lizards, rats, and locusts, caterpitlars and other 
dtunties, which the natives roast, grill, bake and 
boil) and which he may wash down, if he pleases, 
with draughts of milk-white water, the only beve. 
lage it will be in his power to obtain. 

I was denied by a messenger this morning to 
visit the king at his residence, and on my arrival 
there, found a gieat number of people assembled 
together. The object oi this summons was ex- 
plained by £bo, who said I had been sent foi 
to see that the present he (the eunuch) had re- 
ceived should be shewn to the people without. 
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any reservation whatever. It was accordingly 
spread out on the floor, together with the king'a, 
-Even a bit of English brown soap, which ne 
had just before given to Ebo, was e&hibited 
«long with the other things ; for so great a de- 
gree of jealousy exists among the eunuchs and 
lOthers, arising from the apprehension that one 
might have received more than another, that 
£bo himself, powerful as he is, would dread the 
effects of it on his own person, should he be found 
to have concealed a single thing. They all, in 
Jact, endeavour to disarm censure by an appear- 
ance of openness and sincerity. 

TkuTiday, May 2{KA. — Last m'ght, to our infi- 
nite surpnse and pleasure, Ebo entered our yard in 
a great hurry, with the agreeable information tliat 
the king had consented to our departure on Friday 
morning, and that he would wish us to get our 
&ings in readiness by that time. So confident 
Jiad we been that we should be unable to start 
hence for a month to come, at the shortest, that 
we not only sowed cress and onion seed the day 
Hfter our arrival, which are already springing up, 
but had actually made up our minds to abide here 
during the continuance of the rains. But now we 
are in hopes of reaching Y&oorie in twelve or 
fourteen days ; and intend to remain in that city 
a short time, before proceeding further Into the 
interior. The only drawback to om* pleasure is 

VOL. r. 
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the misfortune of having alt our horses sick, which 
nay seriously inconTenience us in oui jaognas. 

The old route to Ki&ma is considered so dan- 
gerous, that it is undnvtoodwe are to be sent 
back to Atoopa, which is two long days' journey 
firom this city, and thence proceed on a safer path. 
Ahhongh we now require but five men, bmldes 
our own, to carry the luggage, the king scmples 
and hesitates to supply us even with these, and 
die youngest of our Jenna messengers has been 
nominated to fiU the place of one of them. We 
ore told that it is on accoimt of the vast number 
of people that have emigrated from Katunga to 
Bkka and AlArie, that a sufficient number of car- 
riers cannot be procured for us ; but in so lai^ a 
place as this, where two-thirds of the populatioa 
are slaves, this reason seems quite ridiculous, and 
we suspect the real one is the same original sin — 
the humble character of our present. The king, 
bowever, has promised to take his hrewell of us 
to-morrow morning ; and, thank God ! onr heid& 
is 80 far established that we hope soon to acoom 
plish the object of our undertaking, and return in 
tafety to old En^and. 

Friday, May i\»t — Instead of a visit from the 
fcing, which we were yesterday told he was to 
lionout us with, we were requested this morning 
to repuT to his residence. Accordingly, having 
first saddled our horsm and packed up the lag> 
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gage, between bix and seven o'clock a.m., wc 
w^ked together to tlie royal premises. On oai 
STTJval, we were introduced, without any cere* 
mony, into a private yard, wherein the king had 
been patiently waiting our coining for some time 
previously. He was rather plMnly dressed in the 
GOTtume of the country, namely, a tohe, tronacra, 
and sandals, with a cap very much resembling in 
shape those which were worn by elderly ladiei 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and which are 
8till ret^ned by some in the more remote parts <^ 
England. On his right the eunuchs were reposing 
their huge limbs on the ground, with several of 
- the elders of the people ; and his left was graced 
by a circle of bis young wives, behind whom sat 
the widows of more than one of his predecessors, 
many of whom appeared aged. A performer ok 
a whistle was the only musician present, so that, 
during a very long interview, a little whistling 
now and then was the only amusement which the 
prince could afford us. A good deal of discussion 
ensued, and much serious whispering between the 
monarch and his wives, in the course of which 
both parties quitted the yard two or three times to 
hold a private conference, followed by the eunuche 
with their hands clawed on their breasts. Man- 
Bolah at length scraped together two thousand 
cowries (about three shillings and sixpence of out 
money), which he presented lo the four men that 
o2 ' 
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had accompEtnied ub froin Baddgiy and Jenna as 
inesBeng«rB, guides. Sec, to enable them to pur- 
«hase provisions on their journey homeward. This 
Bum had been collected from among the king's 
wives, each having contributed a portion, because 
their lord and master did not happen to be in a 
liberal mood. Poor soula ! they possess scarcely 
the shadow of royalty, much less the substance ; 
the exterior forms of respect which they receive 
from the male portion of the people alone distin- 
guishing them from their less illuatriouE country- 
women. They are compelled to work in order to 
provide themselves food and clothing, and besides 
which part of the earnings is applied to the king's 
use, To efiect these objects they are necessitated 
to make long and painful journies to distant parts 
of the empire, for the purpose of trailing. They 
have, however, the privilege of travelling from 
town to town witliout being subjected to the usual 
duty, and can command the use of the governor's 
house wherever they go. The boasted industry 
of ancient queens and princesses in more classic 
regions sinks into nothing when compared to the 
laborious life which is led by the female branch of 
the royal family of Yarriba. 

Mansolah, after some time, beckoned to us to 
draw near him, for we were sitting at some dis- 
tance on a bundle of sticks, and with a moat 
benevolent smile playing upon his wrinkled fea- 
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tures, he alowly, and with great Bolemnity, placed 
a goora nut in the right hand of each of us, and 
then aeked our names. Kchard and John, we 
replied. * Richard-ee and John-fe,' said the king, 
for he was unable to pronounce our Christiau 
namea without affixing a vowel to the end of 
them, ' you may now sit down again.' We did 
GO, and remidned in that posture till we were both 
completely wearied, when we desired Ebo to 
ask the king's permission for us to go home to 
breakfast, which was granted without reluctance. 
So, having shaken bands heartily with the good old 
man, and wished him a very long and happy reign, 
we bade him farewell for the last time, bowed to 
the ladies, and returned with all haste to our hut. 






CHAPTER V. 

Deputure Tiom Katunga — DifficultieB with tbe Caniarg— 
MuMcians ot Atoopa — Town of Keeshea — Curiosity of 
the Natives — The Felilah tovm of Acba — Cbaiacter of 
iti Inhabitants— Tbe Gofemor of Kee»bee and hit Wife 
— Tbaii SupetBtition — Leave Keeabee — Bobben — Crou 
tbe Housaa — Change in tbe Coantiy — Escort bom tbe 
King of Kiima— Anival in that City. 

CoNsiDBRABLB time elapsed before tlie camera were 
leady to take up their loada, and much mumiui- 
ing was occasioned by their size and weight. We 
tben left the city, and letumed to Eetcho by the 
way we had come. One of our horses became so 
weak on the road, that he was unable to carry 
his rider (old Paacoe), so that we were obliged lo 
drive him along before us, which was a tiresome 
and unpleasant occupation. The journey from 
Katunga is long, and, owing to the ruggednesa 
of the path, is very fatiguing; and as we were 
much in advance of the remainder of the party, 
we halted at Eetcliolee until they joined us. Here 
we let our horses graze, partook of some beer and 
other refreshment ; and sat down on the turf to 
enjoy ourselves, for the day had been sultry and 
the heat oppressive, and our whole party weia 
nearly exhausted. 
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Saiurdag, May 22d~The KaUinga carrien 
«11 complained of poius in their limba this morn- 
ing, and on reaching Leoguadda, which Lies mid- 
nay between Eetcho and Atoopa, they placed theic 
burdens on the ground, and, to a man, stoutly 
refused to take them any further till to-morrow. 
Our own men also, who were still more heavily 
laden than they, had suffered so much from the 
long and irksome journey of yesterday, particu- 
larly Jowdie, who is the strongest and most 
athle^ of them all, that we greatly feared they 
would have been taken seriously ill on the mad. 
We therefore lightened their burdens, and di^ 
tributed a portion of what we had taken out of 
them, into the boxes, &c., of their already over- 
laden Katunga associates, without, however, per- 
mitting the latter to know anything of the circum- 
stance. Among the carriers was a very little 
man, called Oaxkerie (small man) on account of 
his diminutive stature ; he was, notwithstanding, 
Tery muscular, and possessed uncommon strength, 
activity, and vigour of body, and bore a package, 
containing our tent, Stc., which, though very heavy, 
was yet by far the lightest load of the whole. 
Conceiving that corporal strength, rather thaa 
bulk or height, should, in this case, he taken into 
account, a bag of shot, weighing 28 lbs. waa 
extracted from Jowdie's burden, and clandes- 
tinely added to fats. The httle man trudged along 
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merrily without dreaming of the fraud that had 
been practised on tiim, till we arrived within s 
short distance of Leoguadda, when, imagining thai 
one end of the tent felt much heavier than th£ 
Other, he wag induced to take it from his head) 
and presently discovered the cheat, for the bag 
baying been tlirust simply inside the coveringi 
it could be seen without unlacing the package. 
He was much enraged at being thus deceived, and 
called his companions around bim to witness the 
fact, and said he was resolved to jtroceed no far* 
ther than Leoguadda. He then succeeded in 
persuading them to follow tua example, and 
thus a kind of combina^on was instantly formed 
against us. 

As is usual with us on entering a village, we 
tested a little while under a shady tree ia Leo* 
guadda, and here we were presently surrounded 
hy the murmuring carriers, witli the little man at 
Uieir liead. They were furious at first, and gave 
US to understand that they would go no fiurther, and 
were determined, let the consequence be what it 
might, to remain in the town all night. Leo- 
guadda contained no accommodations wbatev^ 
for ua ; a storm seemed to be gathering over our 
heads'; and Atoopa was tlie town in which iho 
king of Ka'tunga bad advised us to spend the night. 
We resolved, therefore, to go on to that town, and 
Strenuously endeavoured, by gentle means, to bring 



over the carrierB to our views; butthesefailiDg, we 
fesorted to tlieir own mode of argument, namely, 
fierce looks, violent action, vociferous bawling, 
and expressive gesture, whicli intimidated tliem so 
Biuch, that they snatched up their burdens without 
saying a word, and ran away with alacrity and 
good humour. These carriers are to accompany 
n* as far as the frontier town of the kingdom. 
• It is market-day at Atoopa, and at a distance of . 
some miles from the town, the hum of human 
voices could be distinctly heard. Just after out: 
atrival, a man of note, who is a public singer and 
dancer, stood before the dooi of our hut to enter- 
tain us with a specimen of liis abilities ; and he 
entered with so much warmth and agility into the 
spirit of his profession, that . his whimsical per- 
formance really afforded us much diversion. The 
muucian had two assistant drummers in His train, 
whose instruments were far from being unmusical, 
and likewise several other men, whose part was 
to keep time by clapping with their hands. The 
dancing was excellent of its kind, and resembled 
more the European style than any we bad be- 
fore seen in the country. Tlie singing was equally 
good, the voices of the men being clear and 
i^reeable ; Uiey sang the responses, and likewise 
accompanied Uie chanting of their master with 
their voices ; indeed, they performed their part of 
the entertainment to admiration. A fatdkie (a 
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' smaller number than a gKfity) of merabants kft: 
Atoopa yesterday for Ki&ma, and it b likely that 
we shall overtake diem at the next town. 

We omitted to mention in yesterday's jonrnal, 
that to om: infinite astonishm^it we saw a middle- 
aged woman sitting on the load-side, the colour 
of whose skin was naturally as bright a red an 
a piece of our own scarlet cloth. We were in^ 
formed that she was In good health ; hut we were 
in too great a hurry to ask her any questions, or 
take a nearer view of her person ; indeed, out 
guide seemed much disinclined to go within a 
hundred yards of her. She was a must singular 
looking being. _ 

Sunday, May 23d. — Though our horses were 
this morning in a very weak condition, and all 
looked extremely sorrowful, yet we quitted Atoopa 
at an early hour and in good spirits ; and journey*-, 
ing in a westerly direction, in two hours' tune wa 
entered a lively linle walled town, called Bumbum. 
Here we dismounted, and took a sUght refreshment 
of parched corn and water, on the trunk of a 
fallen tree. Bumbum is a great thoroughfare for 
falakia of merchants, trading from Hkussa, BoT- 
goo, and other countries, to Gonja ; and conse- 
quently a vast quantity of land is cultivated in its 
vicinity with com and yams, to supply them with 
provisions. On quitting this town, our course 
altered to N.W., and condnued lo till our .anfcaL 
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&t the large and impdrUnt town of Keethee, which 
k on the frontien of the kingdom, and distant 
from Atoopa only about twelve milcB. It is Hur- 
rounded by a double Btrong clay wall, and is 
in an excellent Bituataon, ab a place of security 
from the attacks of an enemy. Before entering 
this place, and at the distance of a mile Arom it, 
we passed through a clean, extensive, and highly 
flomisliing Fal&tah village, called AiAa, which, 
like most other places in Yarriba inhabited by Fa- 
}&tahB, is wen stocked with sheep and cattle. 

A governor of Keeshee died only ten days ago ; 
and we were well received by his successor, 
who is on elderly and respectable looking man; 
Shortly after our arrival, he sent us a present of a 
fine young bullock, a quantity of yams, and mora 
than a gallon of excellent strong beer. In the 
centre of the town there is a high etony hill, almost 
covered with treea of stunted growth, to which, 
in case of invasion by an enemy, the inhabitants 
fly for refuge. As soon as they have reached its 
aummit, it b borne, say they, by a supernatural 
power beyond the ctouda, where it temmns till 
the danger is over. Some years have elapsed 
since this miracle last took place, yet the story 
is told with a serious belief of its truth, and 
with the most amusing gravity. About a quarter 
of a mile to the north-east of this marvellouB hilF, 
raes another, which nry much resemblcB it in 
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shape and appearance ; but the latter is rather 
larger and higher, and oTcrlooks the country foi 
many miles round. 

A great number of emigrants from different 
countries reside here; there are not a few fronk 
Borgoo, Nouffie, Jlkussa, and Bamou, and two 
or three Tu&ricks, from the borders of the Great 
Desert. To the west of the town is a picturesque 
hill of a gentle ascent, on which are several small 
liatnlets. These hamlets have a rural and emi- 
nently beauUful appearance. In no town through 
which we have hitherto travelled, have we seen so 
many fine tall men and good-looking women, as at 
thb place ; yet several individuals of both sexes 
are to be met with who have lost the sight of one 
eye, and others who have unseemly wens on the 
throat, as large as cocoa-nuts. We have likewise 
seen a cripple to^ay for the first time, and a female 
dwarf whose height scarcely exceeds thirty inches, 
and whose appearance bespeaks her to be be- 
tween thirty and forty years of age. Her head 
is disproportionahly large to the size of her body ; 
her features, like her voice, are harsh, maaculiue, 
and unpleasant in the extreme. It would be ridi- 
culous to be afraid of such a diminutive thing ; 
yet there was an expression in her countenance so 
peculiarly repulsive, unwomanly, and hideous, that 
on her approaching our hut, I felt a very unusual 
and disagreeable sensation steal over me. D&- 



ecriptions of an elf or a black dwarf in th« 
' Arabian Nights' Entertainments,* or modem 
JIuropean romanceB, would serve well to portray 
the form and lineaments of this singular little 
being. 

This is a market-day here, and I took a walk 
this evening lo the place where the market is 
held ; but the crowd that gathered round me was 
eo great, as to compel me to return home much 
sooner than T had intended. If I happened to 
Btand stiil even for a moment, the people pressed 
by thousands to get close to me; and if I at- 
tempted to go on, they tumbled one over another 
to get out of my way, overturned standings and cala- 
bashes, threw down their owners, and scattered their 
property about in all directions. Smiths welcomed 
me byclashingtheii iron tools against each other, 
and drummers by thumping violently upon one 
end of their instruments. A few women and. 
children ran from me in alright ; but the majority, 
less timid, approached as near as they could to 
catch a glimpse of the first white man they had 
ever seen. My appearance seemed to interest 
them amazingly, for they tittered and wished me 
'well, and turned about to titter again. On re- 
turning, the crowd became more dense than ever, 
and drove all before them like a torrent. Dogs, 
goats, sheep, and poultry were borne along 
Against their will, which terrified them so much, 
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that nothing could be heard hut noises of th« 
most lamentable descripdwi ; children Bcrenmed, 
doga yelled, sheep and goats bleated most piteonsly, 
and fowb cackl^ and fluttered from among the 
crowd. And happy indeed was I to sheltn 
myself fiom all this uproar in our own yard, 
whither the multitude dared not follow. 

The nidowB of the deceased chief of Keeshee 
daily set apart a portion of the twenty-four hours te 
cry for tbeir bereavement, and pray to their gods. 
They began this evening in tiie same sad, moum- 
iul tone which is commonly beard on similai 
occasions, all over the country. We asked oui 
inteipieter why the women grieved so bitterly. 
He answered quickly — ' What matter? they laugh 
directly,' so I suppose they cry from habit rather 
than from feeling ; and that they can shed tear* 
and be merry in the same breath, whenever they 
please. About Bcven o'clock this evening, we 
heard a public crier proclaiming with a loud voice, 
that should any one be discovered straggling about 
the streets after that Iiour, he would be seized 
and put to death. Many houses in the town have 
lately been set on fire by incendiaries, and tbit 
most likely has given rise to the above piecau- 
tionary measure. 

Monday, May S4tA^We have been compelled 
to remain here to-daf, flirough the governor's 
iDability to procure us carriers for the luggag«. 
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The number of people wlio liave viiited us to-dajr 
has lieen bo gieat, and their company bo irksome^ 
that we were perplexed for Bome time how to get 
rid of them without offence. One party in par*- 
ticular was so unpleasant, and they so seriously 
incominoded us, that we had recourse to tlie un- 
usual expedient of smoking them off, by kindling 
K fire at the door of our hut, before which they were 
■itting. It succeeded agreeably to our wishes. 

A company of women and girls from the Fal&tah 
Tillage of ^c&o, impelled by a curiosity so natural 
to their sex, came likewise to see us in the 
afternoon ; but tktir society, instead of being dis- 
agreeable, as the company of all our other visitors 
proved to be, was hailed by us with pleasure. For 
these females are so modest and so retiring, and 
evince bo much native delicacy in their whole b^ 
haviour, that they excited in us the highest respect 
Hieir personal attradJons are no less winning. 
They have fine sparkUng jetty eyes, with eye- 
lashes dark and glossy as the raven's plume; 
Their features are agreeable, although their com- 
plexions are tawny. Their general form is ele- 
gant, their hands small and delicate; and the 
peculiar cleanliness of theb persons, and neatness 
of dress added to these, rendered their society 
altogether as desirable as that of their neighbours 
was disagreeable. 

The Falitahs inhabitiBg Acba were all bom tM 
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bred in tliat town. Their ancestor! Hettled in tliA 
country at bo remote a period, that, although we 
made inquiries renpecting it, our questions wen 
unavailing, and in fact, not even a tradition has 
been preserved on the subject. These ' children 
of the soil' lead a harmless, tranquil, and sober 
life, which they never suffer passing events to dis- 
turb. They have no ambition to join their more 
restless and enterprising countrymen who have 
made themselves masters of Aldrie and B&ka, nor 
even to meddle in the private or public concerns of 
their near neighbours of Keeshee. Indeed they 
have kept themselves apart and distinct from all ; 
they have retained the language of their fathers 
and the simplicity of their manners, and their es- 
istence glides serenely and happily away, in the 
enjoyment of the domestic pleasures and social 
^tenderness which are found in civilized society, 
and which are unknown among their roving coun- 
trymen. They are on the best possible terms with 
their neighbours, like the FaUtahs at B<ihoo, and 
by them they are held in great respect. 

The governor of Keeshee is a Boi^oo man, 
and boasts of being the bosom friend of Yarro, 
chief of Kidma ; but as the old roan told us many 
wonderful storiesof the number of towns under his 
sway, his amazing power, great influence, and 
.the entire subjecUon in which his own people 
were kept by his own good government, all of 
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which we listened to with patience, we are in- 
clined to believe that the governor's pretensions 
are as hollow as they are improbable. As to 
his government, he gave ua a specimen of it 
by bawling to a group of children that had fol- 
lowed our steps into the yard, to go about their 
business. But every one in this country displays 
Ibis ridiculous vanity ; and in most of'the towns 
we have visited, it was the £ist great care of their 
(^efs to impress on oui minds an idea of their 
vast importance, which in many instances was 
refuted by their lagged tobes and squalid ap- 
pearance. Yet, if their own accounts are to 'be 
credited, their affluence and power are unbounded. 
To this vainglorious feeling they sacrifice truth, 
whicli in almost all cases they iiighly reverence, 
and make themselves truly ridiculous by their 
absurdities. In our case, however, tliey had 
white men and strangers to deal with; and 
perhaps it is natural, among simple barbarians, 
to court admiration and applause, even though 
they employ no other means than 'exaggeiatiou 
and falsehood. After a deal of talking, much 
more indeed than we can now remember, the 
governor of Keeshee begged the favour of a little 
rum and medicine to heal his foot, which is 
inclined to swell and give htm pain ; and requested 
that we would repair a gun which had been de- 
prived of its stock by fire. He then sang ua a 
voi. 1. p 

r, ... .Google 



ditty in praise of elephants and their teeth, in 
which he was assisted by his cane-bearer, «nd 
afterwards took his leave. We have received Utile 
presents of goora nuts, B«lt, honey, mi-cadania 
butter, &c. , from several of the inhabitants of the 
town. It was new moon on Saturday, and &oni 
tlie rains which have since fallen, it is likely that 
henceforth we shall have much wet weather. 

Tueiday, May 2bth. — Some Mallams, and 
otbeiB who wish to accompany us to Ki&taMr 
whither they are going for the purposes of trade, 
persuaded the easy-minded governor last night to 
defer getdng us carriers till to-morrow, becauaa, 
foreooth, they are not prepared to trttvel to^y. 
We are therefore obUged to await the fiurthei 
pleasure of these influential merchants. Thoi 
balked in our expectations, ailer oui luggage h«d 
all been packed up for our starting) I endeavoured 
to amuse myself early in the morning, by Bcram~ 
hUng to the top of the high and steep hill which 
stands in the middle of the town. In my progress 
I disturbed a^ger-cat from his retreat among the 
rocks, but was rewarded for my labour by an 
extensive and agreeable prospect &om the summit 
of this mountun, which I found to consist of large 
blocks of white marble. The town, with its dou> 
ble wall, perforated with holes for bowmen to 
shoot through, lay at my fe^ and aeveral little 
rural villages studded the country oa every side. 
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TTie gOTernor of Keeshee is so oW and infinn, 
that it is evident he ha» not many years to live. 
I gave him a lotion yesterday for a swollen foot, 
which greatly elated one or two of his attendants, 
and their animated looks and gestures bespoke 
bearts overflowing with grateful feelings, so much 
ao indeed, that we remarked the circumstance as 
being of rare occurrence. This morning, a young 
man, one of the number, visited us witli a coun- 
tenance so ruefiil, and spoke in a tone so low and 
melancholy, that his whole appearance was com- 
pl^ely altered, insomuch that we were desirous to 
team what evil had befallen him. The cause of it 
was soon explained by his informing us that he 
would be doomed to die with two companions, an 
soon as their governor's dissolution should take 
place ; and as the old man has already one foot in 
the grave, the poor fellow's sadness was not to 
be wondered at. When this sam^ individual and 
his associates observed me ^ving the lotion to 
their master yesterday, they imagined it would 
prolong his existence, and consequently lengthen 
their own ; and hence arose that burst of feeling 
which had attracted our attention. The people here 
ima^ne we can do anything, but more especially 
that we are acquainted with, and can cure all the 
complaints and disorders to which man is liable. 

The governor solicited a charm of us to-day, 
to preserve his honse from the effects of fire, and 
p2 
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pause him to become rich ; while one of his 
elderly wives made a doleful complaint of having 
been likely to become a mother for the last 
thirty years, and begged piteously for medicine 
to promote and assist her accouchement. We 
could satisfy the old man easily enough, but his 
wife's hypochondriacal compt^nt we conceived 
too dangerous to be meddled with by unprofes- 
sional hands. Poor woman, she is much to be 
pitied, for the odd deluuon under which she has 
been labouring so long a time has given her con- 
siderable uneasineiis, so that life itself has become 
a burden to her. Alt that we could do for her, was 
to soothe her mind, by telling her that her distemper 
^as very common, and not at all dangerous, and 
promising, that on our return this way, should 
nothing transpire in her favour in the mean time, 
>ye would endeavour to remove the cause of her 
complaint. This comforted the aged matroQ 
exceedingly, and, in the fulness of her heart, she 
hurst into teara of joy, dropped on her knees to 
express her acknowledgment, and pressed us to 
accept of a couple of goora nuts. 

Our engaging female friends, the Faldtaba, 
piud us a second visit this morning with bowls of 
fnilk and foorah ; and in the evening a few of 
their male companions also came, and remained 
with ua a considerable time. Both sexes dis- 
played the same timid reserve in our presencci 
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and deported theiDBelves in tlie same respectful 
manner, that they did yesterday. It appears that 
the FaUtahs inhabiting Acba, though very nume- 
rous, are but one family, for we are told that their 
ancestor separated himself from his friends, rela- 
tives, and acquaintances, and exiling himself for 
ever from his native country, he travelled hither 
with his wives and children, his flocks and herds. 
The sons and daughters of his descendants inter- 
marry only among their own kindred; and they 
are betrothed to each other in infancy and child- 
hood. The little that I have seen of Fal&tabs in 
Yarriba has convinced me that in all things they 
are much, very much superior to the loveless and 
unsocial proprietors of the soil. Their coun- 
tenances hespeak more intelligence, and their 
manners display less roughness and barbarism. 
The domestic virtues of the FaMtaha are also 
more affectionate and endearing, and their family 
regulations more chaste and binding. 

fFediiaday, May 26th. — We arose before sun- 
rise this morning, and having little to do in the 
way of preparation for setting out, we took » 
hasty breakfast, and afterwards went to pay our 
respects to the governor, and thank him for his 
hospitality and goodness to ua. On return- 
ing to OUT lodgings, we had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving the morning salutation of our fiur friends 
the Falhtahs on bended knee. Resolved to hare 
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another and a last chat with the white strangers, 
these females had come for the pm^ioae of offer- 
ing UB two calabashes of new mill^. This, and 
fonner little acts of kindness, which -we have 
received from these dark-eyed maidens, have 
effectually won our regard, because we know they 
were disinterestedly given ; and the few minutes 
which we have had the happiness of spending in 
their company, and that of their countrymen, have 
ledeemed many hours of hstlessness and melan* 
choly, which absence from our native country, and 
thoughts of home and friends, hut too often excite 
in our breasts. Jt was therefore not without a 
feeling of sorrow that we bade them adieu. For 
my own part, when they blessed me in the name of 
Alia and their prophet, and implored blessings on 
my head, and when I gazed upon the faces of the 
simple-hearted atiil innocent females who had so 
piously and fervently invoked the benediction, 
with the consciousness of beholding them no more 
in this life, my heart was touched with sorrow ; 
for of all reflections, this is certainly the most 
melancholy and dispiriting! 

* Ye, who tiaie knoiTD what 'til to dote upaii 

A few dear objects, vill io BiLdneas feel 

Sueb parlings break the heut they fondly hoped to heil i* 
There was less ot feeling and tenderness, certunly, 
though more words and much greyer noise in 
taking our farewell of the vnaoSi mesBengers ihrt 



had accompanied us from Badigry, and who, whh 
the Jenna guides, will return homewards to-tnoi> 
TOW. They have behaved themselves throughout 
to our hearts' desire; and because they had been 
our companions in a long and painful journey, 
and because their faces had become familiariEed 
to us, we left them behind with sincere regret. 

Although we left Keeshee between six and 
seven in the morning, we were obliged to seat our* 
selves on a green turf in the outskirts of tlie town, 
and wait there till a quarter after nine before thtt 
carriers with the luggage made their appearance^ 
Here wa were joined by a Borgoo faidkie, and 
our ears were saluted with the hoarse, duU soundi 
of their drum, which was played by a ragged one- 
eyed Yarribean long after we were on our journey. 
A company of merchants trading through the 
country has always a drummer in their pay, who 
walks at the head of the party, and performs on 
his instrument continually, he the journey ever so 
long, for the purpose of animating the slaves to 
Quicken their steps. 

Our route lay dirough a vast and lonely fbrest« 
infested by hands of robbers, and in wltich there 
Is not a single human habitation. My brother 
■went unarmed before the fatdkie, and travelled 
alone, whilst I remained behind to defend the. car- 
riers in case of necessity. He had already rode 
«ome distance in advance of us, when abouttwenty 
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very suspicious- looking fellows, anned witli lancet 
and bows and arrows, suddenly made their ap- 
pearance from behind the trees, where they had 
concealed themselTes, and stood in the middle of 
the path before the men with the luggage, who 
were so terrified, tliat they were preparing to drop 
their burdens and run away. My gun being 
loaded, I levelled it at them, and had nearly dis- 
charged it at the leader, which intimidated them all 
so much, that they retreated again into the heart 
of the forest. When the people of Yarriba ob- 
serve any one approaching them on the road, 
whose appearance inspires them with apprehen- 
sion as to the honesty of his intentions, they fling 
off their loads without waiting the result of the 
meeting, and take to their heels without venturing 
to look behind them. The robbers, therefore, 
when they saw our peoplci no doubt, expected to 
obtain an easy booty; not anticipating to find a 
white man among &em, nor thinking that our 
carriers would have made a stand. 

We journeyed fifteen miles through this dreaded 
forest, which occupied us five hours and three- 
quarters, owing to the weakness of our horses and 
want of water, but above all to the oppressive heat 
of the weather, &om which we all suffered more or 
less. We then arrived at the Moataa, which ia a 
rivulet separating the kingdom of Yarriba {torn 
Borgoo, Having satisfied our thirst and bathed, 

r, ... .Cw><ik 
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we crossed the stream, and entered a little village 
on the northern bank, where we halted for the day. 

When travelling' in the bush, several men in the 
train of a fatdkie vrear a large iron ring on the 
thumb and middle finger. To the latter a piece of 
plate iron is attached, with which they make signals 
to each other and the fatdkie when apart by clink- 
ing the rings. This method of communication is 
very significant, and it is understood as well, and 
is as promptly answered or obeyed, as our boat- 
swain's whistle. The collision of the rings pro- 
duces a harsh, grating noise, loud enough to be 
heard at a considerable distance. 

The mere crossing of a little stream, which a 
person might almost jump over, has introduced us 
into a country very different from Yarriba, which is 
inhabited by a ditFerent people, who speak a differ 
Tent language, profess a different religion, and 
whose manners, customs, amusements, and pur- 
suits, are altogether diflTerent The village in 
which we are stopping is called Movssa, after tha 
river, and is distant from Keeshee, in a northerly 
direction, as nearly as we can guess, about sixteea 
miles. We occupy a large round hut, called by 
the natives of this country C&tamha, in the Hauasa 
language Zowley, and in Bomou Cooxie. In the 
centre of it is the trunk of a large tree, which sup- 
ports the roof ; it has two aperturesfor doors, whicli 
are opposite each other; and directly over themi 
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fiuspended from the wall, are a couple of charms, 
written in the Arabic character on bits of paper, 
which are to preserve the premises from being de- 
stroyed by fire. It is now eleven p. m. ; otur at- 
tendants, with several of their fellow travellers, are 
xepo«ng on mats and skins in various parts of the 
hut Bows and arrows, and quivers ornamented 
with cows' tails, together with muskets, pistols, 
ewords, lances, and other weapons, are either 
lianging on the wall or resting against it. The 
Bcene ia.^d and singular, and quite roman^ 
Outside our hut it is yet more striking. There, 
though it rains and thunders, the remainder of the 
faWcie, consisting of men, women, and children, 
are sitting on the ground in groups or sleeping 
near several lai^e fires, which are burning almost 
close to the hut, whilst others are lying under the 
shelter of large spreading trees in its immediate 
vicinity. Their only apparel is drawn over their 
half naked persons ; their weapons are at their 
sides, and their horses are grazing near them. 
Most of the people have gone to rest without food; 
yet they sleep soundly, and appear quite happy 
and comfortable after their day's exertion and 
jatigue. One of our men fainted on the road 
to-day from exhaustion, and is now feverish and 
unwell. 

ThuTtday, May 27th.- — ITiere is a sweetness in 
fhe mountain air and a dewy fi^^mess in the 
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morning, which we experienced to-day widi con- 
uderable pleasure on ascending the hills which 
border the northern side of the pretty little Afouita, 
"When wild beastB, tired with their nightly prowl- 
ing, seek retirement and repose in the lonely 
depths of these primeval foieab, and when birds, 
perched on the branches of trees over our headsi 
warble forth their morning song, it is the time 
that makes up for the languid, wearisome hours in 
the heat of the day, when nothing can amuse and 
notliing interest us. It is in the earlier part of 
the morning, too, or in the cool of the evening, 
that nature can be leisurely contemplated and ad- 
mired in the simple loveUneas of a verdant phun, 
a sequestered grotto, or a rippling brook; or in 
the wilder and more mysterious features of her 
beauty in the height of a craggy precipice, tha 
silence and gloom of vast shady woods, or when 
tJioae woods are graeefuUy bending to the pass- 
ing gale. 

An hour's ride brought ua near the site of 4 
town which was formerly peopled only by rob- 
lers. It was, however, destroyed some years ago, 
and its inhabitants either slain or dispersed, by 
order of the present spirited ruler of Ki&ma, 
aiace which time the road has been less dreaded 
by travellers. Our path lay through a rich coun- 
try, covered with luxuriant grasses and fine trees, 
but very little underwood could be. seen. It 
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Bbounila plentifully with deei and antelopes, and 
Other wild animals of a more ferocious nature, such 
as the lion, the leopard, the elephant, the wild 
MR, &c. ; but the solitary lowing of a bufiaio was 
the only sound that we distin^Bhed in the forest, 
and we had not the pleasure of meeting even with 
this animal. 

At eleven o'clock we entered a very small and 
cleanly-looking village, where we hailed for thd 
day. Unfortunately its governor, with mast of 
the people, were at work in the fields at some dis- 
tance, so that we could get nothing to eat till 
rather late in the evening. It appears that these 
poor villagers are forced to supply the soldiers of 
their sovereign with provisions gratis, trhenevei 
husiness leads them so far this way from the ca- 
pital ; and that in order to avoid the rapacity of 
these men, they have built another hamlet in the 
woods, far out of the way of the path, whither 
they carry their goats, &c., and the com of which 
tliey may not be in immediate want. 

On arriving, we were introduced into a small 
grass hut, which smoke has changed into th« 
most glossy black we have ever seen; and the 
interior of its rorf is ingeniously decorated with 
large festoons of cobweb and dust, which must 
have been accumulating for a number of years. 
Its fetish is a dried grasshopper, which is pre-- 
•erved in a little calabash ; but as if this were. 
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iuBuflicient to protect it fhim all the damages to 
vliich huts in this country are constaDtly exposed, 
aiuuhary charms of blood and feathers are tike- 
mse stuck on the inside of the wall. At sunset, 
Bot having anything to eat, I went out into the 
wood with my guu, and was fortunate enough to 
shoot a few doves ; and Paskoe, who went in a 
Afferent direction, shot a Guinea hen, which made 
us an excellent supper. Hunger had driven back 
our Keeshee carriers, who were to have accom- 
paoied ua to Ki&ma, and therefore we liave beea 
iibliged to send a messenger to Yarro, for men to 
supply their place. Late in the evening, the go- 
vernor of the village returned from his labour in 
the fields, and presented us with corn and honey. 

Friday, May 28(A, — In the forenoon, the 
musical jingling of little bells announced tlie 
Approach of a body of horsemen, who in less than 
a minute galloped up to our hut, and saluted us 
one after another witli a martial air, by brandish- 
ing their spears, to our great discomfiture, within 
a few feet of our faces. To display their horse- 
manship the more effectually, they caused their 
spirited steeds to prance and rear in our presence ; 
and when they imagined we were convinced of 
their abilities, they dismounted to prostrate them- 
selves before us, and acquaint us of the welfare of 
their prince. The carriers who had arrived from 
Ki&ma, had preceded them on the road, and the 
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whole of the i&en now ut down to partmke of a 
little lefreshinent. It was twelve o'clock exacdy 
when we set out on our journey, and the day being 
so far advanced, we wished to make all the haste 
possible, but the weather was extremely warm, and 
our horses were hardly strong enough to carry 
their riders, so that we were obliged, after all, to 
travel very slowly. At five p. m. we reached tha 
Tuins of a small town. The path was through the 
same foiest as yesterday ; hut this part of it is less 
thickly wooded. At one place we remarked two 
immensely large trees, springing up almost close 
together ; their mighty trunks and branches were 
twisted, and firmly clasped round each other, Uke 
g^ts iu the act ot embracing, and presented an 
appearance highly novel and ungular. Ant-hiUs 
were numerous in the road ; and a lew paces 
from it, we observed, as we rode along, httle cone- 
shaped mud-buildings, erected by the natives for 
the purpose of smelting iron ore, which is 
found in abundance in different parts of the 
country. At sunset we arrived at a villi^a 
called Benikenny, which means, in the langui^ 
of the people, ' a cunning man ;' and found there 
three women wailing our arrival witii com and 
milk from the Kmg of Ki&raa: this was ytsrf 
accejtoble, for we had been without food thirteen 
hours. We rested at Benikenny a little, and 
folly expected to have slept there, for the aftemooD 
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had been excessively warm, *ad we were all 
much fatigued. But our armed escort were 
not in the same way of thioking as oiuselves, 
and they encouraged us to proceed to another 
village, which they said waa at no great diHtance. 
We therefore quitted Benikenny ; yet no village 
could be seen ; and then the escort confesBed that 
they had deceived us. in order that we might arrive 
at Ki&ma before night. The sun had gone down 
on our quitting the halting-place; but the moon and 
Stars supplied us with a cooler and more agreeable 
light; and we journeyed on through the forest 
more slowly than before. In spite of our fatigue, 
we could not help admiring the serenity and beauty 
of the evening, nor be insensible to the delicious 
fragrance shed around from trees and shrubs. 
The appearance of our warlike and romantic escort 
was also highly amusing. They were dad in tha 
fashion of the East, and sought their way betweea 
the trees on our right and left ; but sometimes 
they fell in our rear, and then agun dashed sud-i 
denly by us with astonishing swiftness, looking as 
wild as the scenery through which their chargers 
bounded. The effect was rendered more imposing 
by the reflection of the moon-beams front their 
polished spears and the pieces of silver which arer 
affixed to thdr caps, while the luminous fire-fly 
appeared in the air like rising and falling particlea 
of flame. 
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My brother's hone was unable, liom weakness 
and exliaustion, to carry him farther than Beni- 
benny, bo that hewas obliged to walk the remainder 
of the journey to Kiilma, which is full eix miles. 
About eight o'clock Ki&ma appeared before us, 
and in a few minutes we entered the city, and rode 
directly to the king's house. He came out to 
receive us after we bad been w^ting outside a 
very short time, and welcomed us with much 
batisfac^on and good will. He is an elderly man, 
almost tootliless, and has a beard as white as 
wool. We observed nothing remarkable in liis 
dress or appearance. His first question was con- 
ceming the health of our sovereign, and his second 
and last respecting our own welfare. He seemed 
to be exceedingly well pleased at seeing me again. 
We then took our leave, and were conducted by 
one of his slaves to a hut, or rather an assemblage 
of huts, adjoining his own residence. But tliey 
were not entirely to our satisfaction, for many of 
them had only one aperture in each, which was 
scarcely three feet square; so that we could not 
get into them excepting on our hands and knees. 
They were, besides, so very close and warm, that 
we found great difficulty in breathing; and we 
preferred a hut which was cooler and better ven- 
tilated, though it had the inconvenience of a 
thoroughfare. No sooner were we securely housed, 
than half a dozen of tlie king's wives introduced 
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themselvea with huge calabashes of sour milk, 
fried paDcakes, and beef stewed in rice, the first 
we have yet seen. Various coloured mats of 
excellent vrorkmanship were afterwards brought 
for oui; use ; and with thankEul hearts and com- 
fortable feelings, we lay down to rest. 



CHAFTES VI. 

KifaM—Vifft to Qm King— Wwdn Fignns— Tatn^a Hid 
— ffis objectioB to flit Comui roota ia Wmtdw htmg 
adopted bj the 1^aTellel»— IngUnceof Nadve Friendship 
— MohammedsD Pneda — their Chuadec — Tradition of 
the Falitahs — Ceiemouiet of the Bebun S&Uh — Cete- 
bration of the Fegtiral — Nattre Horse-iacing — Iha 
King's Sam— PoiaonouB Liiaid — Supentitioii of the Nbf 
tim — Campariion betireen the NatiTei of Borgoo and 
Tarriba— Traiti of Cbaiader— FaUtahs— Law relating 
to them. 
Saturday, May 29tA. — "Dred with yesterday's 
journey, we lay on our mats rather later than 
usual, and before we had aiisen, the king's mes- 
sengeTB and others entered our hut to give ub the 
salutations of the morning. I returned Yarro's 
compliment by calling to see him at his own 
house, while my brother remained at home to take 
care of the goods. The niUives of the country 
having a very indifferent reputation for honesty, 
compels ua to keep a watchful eye over all their 
addons. A number of Mallams from Hitossa 
paid us a visit about the middle of the day ; but 
a body of more ignorant Mohammedans, I should 
Buj^ose, can nowhere be found, for not one of 
them, even to their chief, who has a youthful ap- 
pearance, luderBtands a word of Arabic. 
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JiatiH&itwmatlt, n^brotberflelaeiBd a pfesent, 
oooaiting of tke £>llowiBg artiolM, Cor the king, 
viB., Bx yaidi of led cloth, a quanlJAy of printed 
eottonS) a psii of Bilver biaoelets, a looking-gUi^ 
lOTO pun of KHBora, s knife, two comha, and r 
tabacoo-idpe. The goods hanog beeo piopedy 
mannd, we reptured with thia ptcMoit to the kiag^ 
yAo receired it wi^ nmch apparent SBtisfoctioa, 

Ynxs profesBea the Mohammedu faith, yet it 
is easf to perceive the Tery alen ~ 
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be haa obtained of the piecepts of the Koran, by 
the confidence which he Btill places in the teligicm 
of his fathers, in placing fetishes to guard the 
entrance of his houaea, and adorn their half 
naked wtdls. In one of the huts we observed a 
stool of very curious workmanship. The form of 
it is nearly square ; the two principal sidea are 
each supported by four little wooden figures of 
men ; and another of large dimensions, seated on 
a clumay representation of a hippopotamus, is 
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placed between them. These images were subse- 
quently prraented to iu by Yano, and we learnt 
that the natives, before nndertakmg any water ex- 
coTBion, applied fi» protection from the hippopo- 
tami and otlrn dangers of the river to the principal 
figure, which is represented as mounted on one of 
those creatures. This important personage is at- 
tended by his musicians, and guarded by soldiers, 
Bonie armed with muskets, and others with bows 
and arrows, who formed the legs of the stool. In 
the annexed sketch, which is about one-seventh the 
size of the original, he has been placed on the top 
of the stool, tiiat the view of him might not he in- 
terrupted. 

In an inner apartment we discovered Yarro sit- 
ting alone on buffalo hides ; and we were desired to 
place ourselves neat him. The walls of this i^art- 
ment were adorned with very good prints of oat most 
gracious sovereign George the Fourth, his late rsyal 
brother die Duke of York, Lord Nelson, the Doke 
of Wellington on horseback, together with an officer 
in the light Di^oons, in company with a smutly 
dressed and happy-looking English lady. Oppo- 
site to them were hung horae accoutrements ; and 
on each dde were dirty scraps of paper contaiaiDg 
■elect sentences from the Koran. On the Sooi 
lay muskets, several handsomely oroameiited 
lances, and other weapcns, all eoKbisedly heaped 
together by the side of a lai^ grange stone ined 
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tan fonuHag ftippet. lime irare tlie most atrUt- 
ing objects we observed iu the king's hut; adr 
joimng which were others, throngfa whose dimt 
atitiv« doers Yarro'a wives veie Bttaiaing tlwti 
^es to catch a glimpse of ovr personB. 

When we spdbe of pioceetliDg to Ytoori« by 
way of Wowow and Boosaa, the king objected 
to OOT Tintti^ the former state wider any cob- 
■ideratioB, all^og tliat three of the slaves who 
carried the goods for Captain Clapperton had 
never retwned to him again, bat had remained 
at Wowow, where they were protected by the 
goMTBor Mcdiainmed ; and that if be should send 
others with us to that place, they mi^ do HtB 
■ante. He therefore iwomisee to send us to 
B«]ost^ in four days' time by another road. Iik- 
dependently of die above coasideralioD, the kii^ 
is highly incensed against the rukc (^ Wowov 
for hanfa treatment of the widow Znma, who is 
bis friend and relative, and who has lately fled to 
Boossft for the purpose of claiming the protection 
of the king of diat country. 

It is said that Yano's father, the late king of 
Ki&ma, during his lifetime, enjoyed the friend- 
lAap of an Arab from the desert, which was le- 
tunied with equal warmth and sincerity. A shni> 
lanty of dispo^ons and pursuits produced a 
motual intsTcbange of kind actions ; their Iri^id- 
dup became so griat, that the king was newt 
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happy except when in tbe Arab's company; and 
ae a proof of his esteem and confidence, he gave 
him his favourite daughter in marriage. The 
fruit of this alliance is the restlesa widow Znma, 
and hence her relationship to the present monarch 
of KiAma. To return to his father and the Arah : 
their friendship lasted until the death of the latter. 
The king, however, was inconsotahle for his loss, 
and looked around him in vain for some one to 
supply the place of his friend ; but the ardour of 
his affections was too strong, and led by tlie hope 
of following his friend to another world, he comr 
mitled suicide. Tliis is tlie most affecdn^ instance 
of genuine friendship, and indeed the only one, 
that has come to our hearing since we have been 
in the country. Yarro is much attached to the 
widosv Zuma ; and she would have fled hither, in- 
stead of going to fiooss^, if her intentions had 
not been suspected, ard her actions narrowly 
watched by the ruler of Wowow. 

Sunday, May 30lh. — Unwilling as we always 
are to break the proper observance of the Sabbath, 
we were nevertheless compelled this forenoon to 
submit to the mortification of cleaning and polish- 
ing a sword and pistol, which were sent us for 
that purpose by the king against the approaching 
Mahommedan festival. Yarro shortly afterwards 
eent-ua a turkey, and one of his women presented 
us vrith a roasted badger, a quantity of yams, 

n G^K)^!.- 
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8{C., for the use of one of our people. This 
evening the king's wives unanimously bestowed 
a. severe reprimand on their husband for neglect 
ing to offer them a portion of a bottle of rum 
which we gave him yesterday ; and they scolded 
80 lustily, that the noise was heard outside the 
wall surrounding their huts, which led ua to make 
the discovery. To appease the indignation of 
these ladies, and to reconcile theni to their loss, 
I presented them with a few beads and some 
other trifles ; but we much doubt their efficacy. 

Monday, May SliL — It is supposed that the 
ruler of Wowow will make war on this state as 
soon as he shall be made acquainted with the fact 
of our being in Borgoo without having visited 
him. ■ Although it is within the dominions of the 
King of B00SS&, who is acknowledged to be the 
greatest of the sovereigns of Borgoo, Wowow is 
reported to have lately received a body of Nouffie 
horse soldiers, consisting of eight hundred men, 
which has rendered its chief more powerful than 
either of his neighbours. Tliese soldiers are the 
remnant of the army of Ede.rena (the Edriii of 
Captain Clapperton), who is the rightful heir to 
the throne of NoufSe : they deserted him in his 
misfortunes, and sought a refuge in Wowow from 
the fury of their successful countrymen, leaviog 
their leader to his fate. Shortly after my return 
to £ngland, it is reported that Ma^a, who is a 



yoimger Km of di« hte king of NouSc, was ren- 
fcveed by soldiers from Soecatoo ; that he took 
wmiediato adruitage of the pmic into wydc dis 
intelligence had ^mnm his brodier, by attacking 
and TOutiiig hia anoy. and expelling both him aad 
Hieia from their oaAre country. Ederesa was lor 
arane time after a wanderer ; but at leng&, be is 
•aid to hare found an asylum wi^ oae of tbe 
^ie& of a state near die kingdom of Benm, where 
he oow resides in tranqailttty and retirement; 

We receive visits almost every hour of the day 
&ora a number of MohaiBmedan Mallams lestding 
■t Ki&nta, as well as from those men^mts who 
formed part of the fat&kie that accompanied b 
titraugh the forest from Keeshee. The fenner 
-sent two young boys this aftemoan to pray 
for as, in the expectation we bdiev« of oldaiK- 
■ig soioething more anhatanlial than Uumks fer 
the good that might resHlt to ua from their ehasi- 
iriile remembrance of die fratby of our natoie. 
The boys dropped on their koiees, and ledted 
the laBRon that they had been taoght wttfacwt 
eonmuttmg a hhinder; but a few needles was 
the only recompense we thought pnper to waAe 
^m, so that it is not hkely dteir masten wdl 
desire any moM prayers to be offered at the shnne 
of their Prophet for Chnstiana so iUibenl aod 
sreiigioas. Of all the vices of which these Mo- 
ha miae d a n priests ace guSty (and 1^ ati a 
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tbey are KOt a teW), riondn and AtiaaaHom of cha- 
racter iqipear lo be by far tke most general. 
Hemr do we bur *. M^lam speak of bis unf^ 
bouTB in terms of common respect. Byhis accouirt 
they^ are all tlie lilest crsatures under tiie aaa, not 
one eBoqriiig &e fanh of bis censMn. ' Avoid 
that nun,' said a eanplaom md cota£ohMa- 
bM^dng old MaJiomineditn hnt night, p«nti>gto 
one of hivcompanioBs u be quitted tbehnt, (be hid 
jnrt Ueised bim in the name of Alia,) ' fbr, bdiere 
me, he will take every op^mrttinity of decciriiig 
you ; and if you go so far as to tnut Ima with a^ 
of your property, he wfll cheat yon of every 
cowrie. ' The venaatUc ^aker had a ^^oantity of 
gitt buttons, nearty new, in his possession, which 
we had ^ven hsm to seU, for we are frtcpAeuAj 
oUiged to make sveh shifts far a meal, and when 
liis invective was finished, he arose to take his 
leave : bnt the self-iighteoiia priest had ne^ected, 
in the hurry of discourse, to secure a few buttois 
vrioch he had purioiaed, for as he stood up diey 
dropped from the fbids of his garmoit on the floor. 
The man's confusion was immediately apparent, 
but we did not wish to punish htm further by in- 
creasing his shame, and we suffered him to go 
about his business in the beUef that the chreiun- 
stance had wholly escaped our observation. Gilt 
Imttons fetch a high price here (from two to three 
^mdred cowiies each) ; aMd as we bare a great 
qoantity of tfam, it is likdy that from henceforth 
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they will be of infinite service to ub. Women use 
buttons to ornament their necks, fingers, and 
wrists ; and they imagine that the brightest of 
them are made of gold. 

A man arrived at the king's house this evening 
with the information that Doncasaon, the ex-khig 
of H&uBsa, has recently retaken no less than twelve 
towns in that empire from the Fal&tahs, in which 
he was greatly assisted by the sheik of Bomou. 
The Fal&tahs have a tradition that when Danfodio 
(Bello's father, and the first king of Soccatoo) 
was a simple shepherd, he made a vow to the great 
author of evil, that if he would assist him in sub- 
jugating the kingdom of H&ussa, he would be his 
slave for ever after. Danfodio's request, they say, 
was complied with on his own conditions, but for 
no longer than thirty years, after which the abo- 
rigines of the country were to regain their liberty, 
and re-estabhsh their ancient laws and institutions. 
The term is now nearly expired, and the Falitahs 
begin already, say the H&ussa men, to tremble 
with apprehensions at the prospect of this tradition 
being realized. 

Tuesday, June Is^— This is the eve of the 
' Bebun Silah,' or ' Great Prayer Day,' and 
is generally employed by the Mussulmen in 
Eidma in making preparations for a festtvai 
which will commence to-morrow, and be continued 
till the evening of the next day. Every one here, 
who posseaseB the means, is obliged to slaugfater 
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either a buUock or sheep on the anniveTsuy of this 
day; and those who may not have money sufEcient 
to procure a whole bullock or sheep, are compelled 
to purchase a portion of the latter, at least, for the 
purpose of showing proper reject and reverence 
for the * Bebun S&lah.' The Mohammedan 
Mallams, on this occasion, make a practice of 
slaughtering the sheep which may have been their 
companion in their peregrinations during the past 
year, and as soon as the holidays are over, they 
procure another to si^iply its place, and, at the 
return of the festival, to undergo a similar fate. 
The company of one of these animals is pre- 
ferred by the natives to that of a dog. 
- At sunrise to-morrow, all the Mussulmen in 
Ki4ma, with the king at their head, will repair 
to a convenient spot, about a mile on the road to 
AVowow, for the purpose of pubhcly performing 
their devotions. Presently after returning from 
thence, horse-Tacing and other sports will be 
indulged in by all classes of the inhabitants, who 
are already filled with joy at the bare uiticipatjon 
of the diversions. 

A company of eight or ten drummers awoke ua 
tJiis morning by the dismal noise of their drums, 
and by the exdamation of — 'Turawa awaxhiel' 
signifying, ' White men ! we wish you fortune;* 
which was repeated in a high, shrill tone eveiy 
minute. 



Lart nigbt Kiiaiui wu vinted fey > ihMBfep- 
Mwm, wfaidi centMued witk dwadfnl violeace £m 
mttay boon ; utd llie tonsBts of nia riiioh &11 
lliresteiud to ovtnrkelm h in dot biU. Befom 
we were awaie of it, tiie waler bsd xuaked u i* 
tlK door, md had completely soaked onr nikta and 
bed-clothes, aettiag every light article in the nxxs 
aflosL Afiei much tradile, we-Bmceeded JD diaisr 
ing it (^, Htd prercBting its fitrther ingveiB, iAcb 
we lit a large fire in the ceMie of the hut, and iaiUt 
ourselves down by the side of it to aleqL It alM 
Eaiaed heavily again tlni moming ; and to all ap- 
peanacei. the wet wason has at length Aicly set in. 
If this be the case, it wfll be next to impossiUe 
to travel much fnther ; and if we be fortunate 
estou^ to reach Yiuorie, we shall be obliged to 
Mmain there some time till the losda dt^ hare 
become sufficiently haid and dry for our tubatt 
pn^esB. We hwe only to hofte that the rains 
may not be m ictoessant at their coamteacemei^ 
aa to rend»1he path to Y&ooeie impaasable. 

0^ednetdmy. Jvne 2nd. — The threatening a^ 
pearance of the weather prevented the Moham> 
medans fi:om repaidag to the spot whi^ they 
had selected for the poiposes of devotion, so 
early u the nwmiag m they could iave wished j 
but the clouds having dit^tmed, ibey had all a»- 
Mmbled tbeie between the hours of nine and tan. 
The worshippers arranged themselves in six lin ^ft 
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ct ram, tiw woneii' lonnbag tlie Int, and at 
dawa on at nan; ndges (rf earth, wUek had wf- 
pncatly been thrmra t^ for the purpoie. The 
cluef Malkm so wooer began a piayev, than the 
taking and aoise of the multitude nmnediakely 
ceased, and the deepest attention leeiaed to be 
paid by every one, iheugb the Mubstance of iritat 
be said could only be gneawd at, because it was 
is Arabic, whicii none of them uDderBtantL Tbo 
cCBremony much resonbled that which was per~ 
fomcd at Bad&gry; and the forms which an 
gBneially practiBed, 1 believe, on all public reli- 
gious nKetings in Mohammedan coantries, swik 
» abfaitioB, pnHttalion, ^,, were observed on 
this occasion. 'Hw king, however, did not rise, 
88 be should have dene, wben the woiriiqipen 
stood op, tHit satisfied hinuelf by uttering tha 
name of Aila, and by simple prostration only. 
Wbcn the usual form of prayer had been gono 
through, the bead Mallem placed himaelf on a 
hillodc, and for about five minutes read' to the 
people a few loose pages of the Koran, which 
he held in his hand. While thua engaged, two 
]iiettB of huferior order knelt beside him to hold 
the hem of his tobe, and a third, in the same 
position, held the skirts ficom behmd. Afler he 
bod finished reading, the priest descended frota 
the hillock, and, with the help of hia assistants^ 
slaughtered a sheep which bad been bound and 



brought to him for sacrilice. The blood of the 
auimal was caught ia a calabash ; and the king 
and the more devoted of bis subjects washed their 
hands in it, and sprinkled some of it on the ground. 
This conclusion of the ceremony was announced 
by the discharge of a few old muskets ; and wi^ 
drums beating and fifes playing, the people re- 
turned to their respective homes. Most of them 
were smartly dressed in all die finery they could 
procure. About a hundred of Uie men rode on 
horseback, with lances and other weapons in their 
hands, which, with the gay trappings of their 
horses, gave them a respectable appearance. . 
J In the afternoon, all the inhabitants of the 
town, and many from the little villages in its 
neighbourhood, assembled to witness the horse- 
racing, which takes place always on the anniver- 
ssay of the ' Bebun S&lah,' and to which every 
one had been looking forward with impatience. 
Previous to its commencement, the king, with his 
principal attendants, rode slowly round the tovm, 
more for the purpose of receiving th^ admiration 
Mid plaudits of his people than to observe where 
distress more particularly prevailed, which was 
his avowed intention. A hint from the chief in- 
duced us to attend the course with our pistob, to 
salute him as he rode by ; and as we felt a strong 
inclination to witness the amusements of the day, 
we were there rather sooner than was neceaaarT, 



irhicb afforded us, however, a {oxer opportunity 
of observing the various groups of people which 
were flocking to the scene of amusemenL 

The race-course was bouuded on the north by 
low granite hills , on the south by a forest ; and 
on tlie east and west by tall shady trees, among 
which were habitations of the people. Under the 
shadow of these magnificent trees the spectators 
were assembled, and testified their happiness by 
tlieir noisy mirth and animated gestures. When 
we arrived, the king had not made his appearance 
on the course ; but his absence was fully com- 
pensated by the pleasure we derived from watching 
the anxious and animated countenances of the 
multitude, and in passing our opinions on the taste 
of the women in the choice and adjustment of their 
fonciful and many-coloured dresses. The chief's 
wives and younger children sat near us in a groi^ 
by themselves ; and were distinguished from their 
companions by their superior dress. Manchester 
cloths of inferior quality, but of the most showy 
patterns, and dresses made of common English be.!- 
furniture, were fastened round the vfaist of several 
sooty maidens, who, for the sake of fluttering a 
short honr in the gaze of their countrymen, had 
sacrificed in clothes the earnings of a twelve- 
month's labour. All the women had ornamented 
their necks with strings of beads, and their wrists 
with bracelets of various patterns, some made of 

TOL. I. B 
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gbn beads, sane efbnah othvs of copper; aad 
nme again of a nuxhiie of boUt meUla : th^ 
ancles alio wen adonaed with difiinesit socte ef 
rings, of neat worimianriiqii. 

The distMit laund of druniB gave aotice of die 
Idag*! approach, and every e^ was immediatriy 
(Ureded to the quarter toaa whewx he was ex- 
pnted. The cavalcade AotHj ai^ieared, and Cam 
horsemai first drew up in fionl ot the chief's 
house, which was near the conbre <^ the cowse, 
and dose to the qtot where his wives and clvldreD 
and oanelves were sitting. Sevcf al men heating 
on thsar heada an Humense quantity of airows in 
huge <]wveT8 (rf leopard's skin caoe next, fctiowed 
by two persons who, by didr extraardinary antics 
and gertares, we eoBcluded to be buff<x»iB. Ileae 
two last were onplt^ed in throwing sticks into the 
■ir as th^ went on, and adroitly catching then 
in foiling, bemdes po^nsung many whimsical 
asd ridiculous feats. Bebmd these, and inua»- 
^otely preceding the king, a group of litUe iajv, 
nearty naked, csmedflBdngnnHnly atoDg.Aow^i- 
ing cowiT tuls over th»r heads in ^ disectioM. 
T^e king rode onwards, followed by a number of 
liite4oiAing men, oa handecxae steeds; and the 
motley cavalcade all drew up in ficont of las hooae, 
wliere they awaited his further ordNS withoiA d» 
mounting. This we thought was the ftopnx time 
to give Ae first sal«|e, so we acoopdkigly Snsd 
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llvee rounds ; and our extavfh was immediatriy 
followed by two addien, with muekets whidi w«iie 
made at least a ecntary and a half ago. 

Preparatione in tihe mesa time bad been gMOg 
on lot the raoe, and the horaea with their ridefs 
made their i^tearance^ The men w«re dieaaed 
in cAps and loeee tobea and trowsean of every oo- 
lour ; boots of red morocco leather, and tutbaaB 
of white and blue cotton. The horses weie faily 
eapariBoned ; strings of little brass b^s covered 
their heads ; their breasts were omamentod wUfa 
bngfat red ckiA and tasaela of uUc and cotton ; a 
large qnilted pad ^ neat »nl»oidered pat^wt^ 
was placed under the saddle of eaefa; and Utde 
charms, incloaed is red and yellow elotb, wen 
attached to the bridle with bits of tinsd. The Arab 
saddle and stirmp were in commoB uae ; and the 
whole group presented an imposing appearance. 

Tlie signal far atarting wm Bade, and the ina- 
patient animate sprung forward uad set off at a ftdl 
gdlop. Hie riders bnndiBbcd their speufs, the 
little boya llonrMhed their cows' tnb, the trnfi- 
foons performed ihat antMa, muskets were dia- 
chai^, and ^ cUef hhnself, mounted on the 
finest horse on dte gnamd, watdied the progresa 
of the raee, white tears of delight were atarting 
from bis eyes. Hie sun shone gloriooaly on the 
tobes of green, white, yeUow, Uae, and crimson, 
M Aey fiottered in the breeae ; and with the faar 
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ciiiil caps, the glittering; apeara, the jingling of the 
horBes' bells, the animated looks and warlike bear- 
ing of their riders, presented one of the most ex- 
traordinary and pleasing sights that we have ever 
witnessed. The race was well contested, and ter- 
mijiated only by the horses being fatigued and out 
of breath ; but though every one was emulous to 
outstrip his companion, honour and fame were the 
only reward of the competitors. 

A few naked boys, on ponies without saddles, 
then rode over the course, after which the second 
and last beat commenced. This was not by any 
means so good as the first, owing to the greater 
anxiety which the horsemen evinced to display 
flieir skill in the use of the spear and the manage- 
ment of tbeir animals. The king mainlined his 
seat on horseback during these amusements, with- 
out even once dismounting to converse with his 
wives and children who were sitting on the ground 
on each side of him. His dress was showy rather 
than rich, consisting of a red cap, enveloped in . 
the large folds of a white musIJn turban i two 
under tobcjs of blue and scarlet clotli, and an outer 
one of white muslin; red trowsers, and hoots of 
ecailet and yellow leather. His horse seemed 
distressed by the weight of his rider, and the 
various ornaments and trappings with wliich hia 
head, breast, and body, were bedecked. The 
chief's eldest and youngest sons were near hia 



women and other children, mounted od tno noble 
lookiag horses. The eldest of these youths waB 
about eleven years of age. The youngest beii^ 
not more than three, was held on the back of his 
animal by a male attendant, as he was unable to 
sit upright in the saddle without this assistance. 
The child's dress was ill suited to his age. He. 
wore on his head a tight caji of Manchester cot- 
ton, but it overhung the upper part of his face, 
and together with its ends, which Sapped over 
each cheek, hid nearly the whole of his counte- 
nance from view; his tobe and Irowsers were 
made exactly in ^e same tashion as those of a 
man, and two large belts of blue cotton, which 
crossed each other, confined the tobe to his body. 
The little legs of the child were swallowed up in 
clumsy yellow boots, big enough for his father ; 
and tliough he was rather pretty, his whimsical 
dress gave liim altogether so odd an appearance, 
that he might have been taken for any thing but 
what he really was. A few of the women on the 
ground by the side of the king wore large white 
dresses, which covered their persons like a wind- 
ing-sheet. Young virgins, according to custom, 
appeared in a state of nudity ; many of them had 
wild flowers stuck behind their ears, and strings 
of beads, &c., round their loins ; but want of cloth- 
ing aid not seem to damp their pleasure in the 
entert^nment, for they appeared to enter into it 
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with ai much XMt as imy ot their con^MiaoBS. 
Of the difietent coloured tobn worn by die men, 
none looked bo well as thoae of « deep crimson 
ocAour on some of the honemen ; bvt the deaa 
while tobes of the HfAaRunedHi prieets, of wbon 
Dot lees than a hundred were ^sent on the occa- 
sion, were extremely neat and becoming. 'Hm 
sport terminated without dte slightest accident, 
and the king's dismonating was a signal for tbo 
people to disperse. 

We then pud our respects to the chief as usual, 
but OUT reception was formal and chilling, thoo^ 
nothing could have been more gratifying to l^ 
than our atteudaoce on the present occbsmk. 
We had half a mind to be vexed at this mortifying 
repulse, but consoled ourselves with the reflection 
that WB had no rightto expect anything more than 
common courtesy and politeness. Besides this, ha 
was surrounded by the loveliest of his nt»nen and 
tfie most warlike of his subjects, and being a rigid 
Mohammedui when it suits his convenience, he 
might have considered us as the enemies of his 
rel^en. To have shown, therefore, too great 
familiarity with us in the sight of his people, would 
perhaps have been unbecoming the dignity of die 
Chief of Kifuna. 

We have here endeavoured, to the best of our ' 
ainlity, to describe an African hocse-raoe, bm it ig 
impossble to convey a correct idea of the li&gtilat 
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andbnUatie a[9Mnnce of Ae nranenxu poi^ 
of pei^e that out om view on all sides, oi to 
dncribe their ashnatioB arad delight; the mndal 
e^oipiimtt of the aoldiers aad their atdile steeds, 
aad the wild, romantic *■>*! arerpowering interest 
of (he whole mam. Singing and dancing hava 
been kept up all ^ht, and tJte revelers will not 
thir^ of retiiiug to leat till morning. 

jC/mrtdo!/, Jtme 3rd. — Oui hostess is a pow, but 
kind, pleasant, and coinfortable-looking widow, 
lather stricken in years. To be sincerely gratefiil 
for fanHin receiyed la not in the disposition nf her 
cooutry -people generally; yet this poor woman 
has ^vea us an afCecUng instance of this virtue, 
idtfaougb oar presents to her were so poor and td- 
fHng, that we were almost ashamed to offer them. 
This little specimen of genuine gratitude repays 
us far hundreds of sour looks and discontaited 
countenances which of late we hare been com- 
pelled to wimess. 

Behmd our hut grows a taU and beautiful tree, 
ou the branches and shoots of which reside a 
whole commonwealth of spacowB, in their iii> 
gmons pendant nests. The constant noise of 
these little creatures, and the twittering of swal- 
lows, fritich remain here all the year round, faarm 
our usual morning's entertainment. This spar- 
row^ a very handsome bird, and belongs to a 
species which, at Sierra Leone and other places. 



is called the ' rice-bird.' We aie also favoured 
by die visits of turtle-doves and wood-pigeons. 
A few days ago, one of the latter, trustiog too 
much to the forbearance of our people, ventured 
into one of their huts, and was there taken and 
destroyed. The disconsolate mate witnessed the 
act; he has been lingering about our habitations 
ever since, and is wasting himself away in mourn- 
ing the loss of his companion. His fidelity has 
called forth our sympathy, and we do not sufi'er 
him to be molested. 

Lizards, in great number and variety, infest the 
walls and roofs of our huts, among which is one 
of a black species, whose bite is considered fetal*. 
This reptile is very rare, and is dreaded by every 
one, not on account of the venomous proper- 
ties which are ascribed to it, so much as from the 
belief that the person who see^ one and suffers it 
to escape him, will soon after experience some 
heavy calamity. Tlie natives also believe that if - 
a black lizard be destroyed as soon as it is found, 
fifes are played and drums heat in the celestial 
regions, where there is great rejoicing at the 
circumstance ; and that good fortune is sure to be 
the reward of the person who may rid the world of 
such a nuisance. We observed a lizard yesterday 



Italy, wliich is also a kind of 
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with two tails, wluch phenomenon, we are told, is 
npt uncommon here. Other lizards, of every 
sjiecieB and colour, are numerous. 

As this is a hohday at Ki4mB, it has -been spent, 
by its iahabitants in visiting each other, in walking 
up and down the public places to display tlieir 
fineiy, or in singing, dancing, and musical parties. 
Little boys and young men have been on their 
knees praying for us to-day ; and as they were 
not impertinent, but, on the contrary, evinced 
gentleness and modesty in their demeanour, we 
would not suffer them to leave us without re- 
warding each with a darning-needle. 
. We have been detained in Ki^ma thus long, by 
reason, it is alleged, of the holidays ; and as to- 
morrow will be the Mohammedan Sabbatb, we 
shall not be able to procure carriers till the fol- 
IpwJDg morning. We expected, naturally enough, 
that plenty of good provender, and a few days' 
rpBt, would recruit the strength of our horses ; 
hut, unfortunately, a contrary effect has been pro- 
duced. My brother's, more especially, has fallen 
away to a perfect skeleton ; certainly, with the 
exception of Rosinante, no horse, either in ancient 
or modern times, ever presented a spectacle more 
piteous and woe-begone ; it is quite painful even 
to look at his fleshless carcase. 

Friday, June itk, — Perhaps no two people in 
the universe residing so near each other, differ 
more widely in their habits and customs, and even 



n tbor mturee, thn tke bbIxtm of Yurflm and 
BoTg»o. The former ate paipetualty w i gayd in 
trading with each aDier from town to town ; Ae 
Uttei iie¥eT quit their towas except in case of 
TO, or vkea engmged is predatory «xcurBiMB : 
the former are putalhmtmoqa tmd cowivdly ; the 
letter Bie bM Mid coungeoiu, fodJ of B^nrit umI 
energy, and nerer seem happira than whoa 
engaged in martial exeroisea: the fenner are 
geoendly raiki, onaseeming, hmnhle and boeesti 
bat cold and paseionletB ; — the latter are proud and 
haughty ; too viun to be civil, and too shrewd to 
be honest ; yet they ^ipear to uadentand B«nM- 
what of the nature of lore uid Hbe aoaai u&ec- 
tiiniB ; are warm in th^ attac^ents, and keea 
in their resentments. 

Ilie king visited us at our hut this momi^, 
attended hy three or fonr of his younger wives. 
The object of his coming was to get Bsmetfaingf 
from BB, therefore, we coBudered it no compliment 

Yarro has seen all tbe articles which we have 
given to his peojJe, a custom which prevails here 
OB well as in Yaniba ; but, unlike the monarch of 
that oounby, he has coBveited to hia own use 
those among them widi wMch he was best pleased. 
Even hti brother, who is a very good young ibbd, 
and who accompanied us from Keeettee as nes- 
sengei, has enfTned from bis selfidmeae, havmg 
boon deprived of half die few things we had given 
hunfor his services. 
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Tbe king't eidast san is govemor of « town 
throDgh Yriuoh ws shall have to faaa on our way 
to Boosftk, and it is agreed that lie shall aacom- 
pany lie to tltat dty. It is cuBtomaiy to give th« 
maaeiigcKH a present propotticeiatB to tfae BeivicM 
dmj may have rendeKd us ; and in the coone <^ 
coDTenation this moming wididke king, he wished 
to see the present it was our inten^n to oSer Ma 
aOK. This was presently shown him, and he took 
finm it the Mtly piece of doth which it contained, 
and whidi wn are unable to r^slace. He then 
b^ged a little medicine for weak eyes ; and my. 
brother jvesented him with a quantity of Epsom 
salts, and a small syringe. The king immediatdjr 
began Irybg experiments on the instruuuiU; by 
spirting water into the £«ceB of his wives, who did 
not appear to enjoy the diversion so w^ as himself. 
After a long, but unrnteresdng conversation, Yanro 
to(A his leave, followed by his wwnen, and it is 
itot likely that we shall see him i^ain till the time 
of oui departure to-morrow morning. 

I have given him my fowling piece and a pistol, 
having promised him this present when I left, if I 
should Uve to retura to Kidioa ; the king hai also 
had some of our best new gilt buttons. 

In tlie evening, a very old and respectable 
Fal&tafa, the chief of a village at a short distance 
trom KJ&ma, came to see us with several of his 
people. This singular race are dispersed all over 



the BoTgoo territories, . where they h&ve resided 
from time inunemoria). They are generally s^led 
Fouliniei but although this word is evidently de- 
rived from Foutah, and although they ^e:^ the 
same language and follow the same purauita as the 
Foulahs near Sierra Leone, who are supposed, to 
be the white Ethiopians of Rolemy and Pliny, yet 
they have not the slightest idea of their origin, 
nor of the period when their ancestors £rist emi- 
grated from their native hind. The Fal^tahs in 
Borgoo maintain no intercourse whatever with 
Aeir countrymen in Hkussa; and in order to 
prevent mischief and disturbances from taking 
place, none of them are permitted, on any con- 
sideration, to wear a sword, or carry about his 
person any offensive weapon. 

A few years ago, there stood a village not 
many miles from Kiftma, which was inhabited 
solely by emigrants fix>m Nouffie; but it is said 
to have been lately plundered and destroyed by 
Yarro's subjects, who first broke faith with the 
unfortunate people, and afterwards made them 

The mean state of the thermometer of Fahren- 
heit has been 84 ; the extremes 75 and 94 in 
our hut. 






CHAPTER VII. 

DepaHure from Kiamo — Native Oiatitude— Village of Ki- 
karungi — Native Dance — Johu Laniler takaa ill — EU- 
aerted Roule— Crosg tha River Oly— Story of the Fall. 
tahi — Eacamimient — Tornado — Ulaesa of John Lander — 
Messengers from Coobly with assiifance — Arrival in th»t 
Town — Reception — Presents fivm Boossa — Mount Com- 
wall — Recovery of John Lander — Leave Couhly — Ruins 
— Town of Zalee — Arrival at Boossa — Recejition. 

Saturday, June btk. — The adieu of an African 
prince is the most unceremonious piece of business 
in the world ; whatever expressions may be used, 
lltde regret is felt. Such at least is our opinion from 
the coolness we have almost invariably experienced 
in paring from the principal people of the towns 
and villages through which we liave passed. We 
were on horseback between seven and eight 
o'clock this morning, having' previously paid our 
last visit to the king, and taken our farewell of 
him; and proceeded in good health and spirits 
through the northern gateway of the city, towards 
a town called Kakafungi, followed by a number 
of the lower class of people, who sneered at my 
brother's horsemanship aa he rode by, and diverted 
themselves by laughing heartily at the sorry ap- 
peaiance of Us poor beast 

n G^K)^!.- 



254 NATIVX ORATITUDK. [Clup. VII. 

We had tmvelled about half a mile from tbe 
wall of Kiiatti, wlien looking beliiud us, we ot^ 
served a great fat woman rumiing after ua at her 
fiill speed She soon orertook us, almost breatti- 
less with the e^eiUon. We thea found that the 
object of her care was to present us with a bowl of 
new ailk, wbicb she had neglected to bring in 
time Ibr us to diiak be&sa we set oat. f^wn the 
violence of her exertions, her whole person was 
thrown into the utmost border imaginable. This 
woman ia a favourite singer to the king, and had 
supplied UB with milk and provisions two or three 
<lay8 before our d^orture, for whiefa we gave ber 
a few trilling artides in paymei i t ; these, it a^ 
pears, had produced so sensible an effect on he*, 
that, when taking leave of xte last ereiung, At 
began t» Aed tears, and sobbed ahmd. Tfiia was 
now renewed, and we were obliged to spur cm aac 
horses to spare our feeEngs. We were afterward 
toJd, that the woman's sorrow was oi^ fe^ned in 
our presence for the purpose of obndning a vewwd, 
and Aat she has dways an abundance of tears at 
command. 

Three or four FaMtab Tillages lay to the tight 
and left of our path, rae (^ wfaieh is ttf some 
extent; but we did n«l see a singte inhabitant 
belonging to eidier of ibem. "Rt greater put 
of the road layduongh a thii^ilT-wooded fetest, by 
the side of a very gende rai^ of hifc ; aai, ex- 
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etfting s fine [daatalion d yaan, whick we paned 
outude die walla et Ektna, and wUA belongs to 
Ysrro, we did not aee a foot of cultiTaled gfou^ 
Anvg^ the wb^ journey. We aimed at Kaia- 
fifBgi, Ae lialtm^place, ^ortiy after ten o'dodc 
in the momii^. This town is distant Irom Ki&na 
dwut nine or ten miles ; j^ if an o}union may be 
fiomed bam the nature of the path, which is un- 
eommonly narrow, and almost hidd^ with ttxit . 
gtass, tbe inlercowse between the two places is 
very little. Kakafungi ia a stiagglisg, but ex- 
tensile and populous town, and is delightfully 
utuated on an twa piece of ground. The i&ha- 
bitBnts are ao clean and weU-hehaved, and tkeit 
dwellings BO neat and comfortable, that befece we 
had qxikeD many words to one of them, we were 
l«epossetised in fiivoui of all. Nor was this of^ 
nion in any degree lessened, when, i^ter we luid 
been introduced into a commodious and excellent 
hot, we received the congratulations of the prin- 
dpal peofde. They came to us in a. body, Mowed 
j^ boys and guts carrying a present of two kids, 
with milk and an abundance of pounded com, 
and have i^oamed witb us the gieatec part of 
the day. 

XiBts in the evening, when our people were 
asleep, the sound of unging tempted my hrcrther 
to go ont alone, and he soon discovered a little 
gmap of thoi^tleMi bapi^ atatoK*, amusng 
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tbemselves by dancing in the nioonlight to the 
Bound of a' targe drum. He described iheii dance 
as being very different from that pracUsed in 
Yaniba ; their motions being sometimes swift and 
violent, and sometimes slon and graceful ; their 
gestures expressive of mild delight rather than 
vehement passion, and remariiable for propriety. 
They appeared to l>e singing something very 
comic in recitative, and kept time by clapping 
their hands. My brother's intrusion n&s, of no 
importance to them, for the party still kept up 
their dance with as much spirit and good humour 
as before. In returning homewards he missed 
his way, and wandered long Beveral deserted, 
empty huts and yards, and others guarded by 
<logs, before be discovered the right, his total 
ignorance of the Borgoo language dieijualifying 
him from asking questions of the inhabitants. 

Sunday, Jnne 6th. — I found my brother in a 
high fever this morning, and so ill that he was 
obliged to lie on bia mat till the carriers were 
ready to depart In consequence of the length 
of the journey from Kakafung^ to B6osg&, and 
there being no town or village on the road beyond 
a few miles ride from hence, the carriers were 
employed till the aflemoon in obtaining provisions 
sufficient for three or four days' consumption. 
A crowd of people asaembled round our hut to 
take leave of us, by whom we were loudly cheered. 
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My brotlier was so ill that he could not mount 
iuH horse without assistance. 

We quitted Kakafungi about two p.m., by a 
path which lay in a northerly direction, through 
a perfect wilderness, some part of which was more 
stony and barren than anything we remember to 
have seen. The foot-marks of various wild ani- 
mals appeared to be freshly imprinted in the 
path ; but we observed only a very few antelopes, 
which would not suffer us to come near them, but 
scampered away the moment they saw us. The 
few stunted trees that we found, afforded ub a 
very indifferent shelter from the; heat of the sun, 
which waB almost insufT^rable ; and this, with the 
length of the journey and the speed with which 
we were obliged to travel, greatly increased my 
brother's fever. He was occasionally obliged to 
dismount and lie down on the ground for relief, 
being lifted off and replaced on his horse by our 
attendants. We saw the sun set behind some 
magnificent clouds, whilst we had yet a great way 
to go ; and the narrow footpath, which was here 
overgrown with bushes and rank grass, was hardly 
discernible by the light of the moon. In the 
afternoon all had been silent in the forest ; but 
in the evening the jackal, the' hyena, and the 
baboon had forsaken their retreats, and mingled' 
their dismal howl with the sprightly chirping of 
innumerable Insects. 
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My brother and I wci4 fu hehind the mat 
of the party, because he. had be^i unabl« to kvef 
pace witb th«n ; and we djacba^ad a i»>tol 
every now and ^n as a ugnal to the carriers of 
otur appioach. Aa each report eohoed ihiough 
the forest, it waa auawered by the increaMil bowl- 
ing of wild animalB, till at l^igtii we gladly saw 
the glean of a luge firo^ aed arrived at thfi 
encampment which had been prepared for ua. 
Here we took poaaessioa for the night o£ a few 
deserted, huts, which were falling to deet^. A 
quantity of broten eartbenwaie pots, caiabashes, 
&C., were lying about, indicating that these abodes 
had been occupied at no very distant period ; and 
on die txeea which grew noar them, we discoveretl 
seveial immanse bufTalo bonia, and. those of s 
very large kind of antelope. 

The river Oly, which is aud to t^e its rise 
in Aabantee, is at a short distance to the noiti»- 
ward of our eitcampment. It appears, that not 
long ago this path was nwich frequented by mnr^ 
chants from the interior, trading to the westward^ 
in order to avoid paying the accuahHsed duty on' 
the Wowow road. But die chief of that state: 
threatening to punish them if they £d not pas» 
through his city, their own interest induced them, 
to conform to his wishes, and from that time, the 
route through this forest has been eadrely deserted^ 
and the poor ferrymen, who formerly inhabited 






titeae hnta, wen tfans compeited to seek a tinll- 
hooi eiaawbtn. 

Monday t June lik. — The net which my biothap 
bad obuined duiiog the night' seemed to hue 
Terifed hnn, and he appeand is better spirits, wjth 
, vi a^<itament of fevn thSa- momiitg. At eight 
A.M., after bathing, w« croased the Oh/ in » 
CEBoe, wliich we found tied to a tree. This 
pretty little river was hen about: forty paces la 
biea^, and about serm or eight feet deep in 
the middle, but gradoalljr shallowing to each 
bank. It winded very romantically tiirough tha 
overhan^g woods ; and its canent was so ahig*- 
gish, and its aur&ce so smsoth, that it was for 
•ome time doubtful wbii^ way it ran. In the~ 
forenoon ws passed near a spot when our^ 
g^iides informed us a party of Fal&tahs a short 
time i^ had murdered twenty of their slaves, be- 
cause they had not food sufficient for their support. 
These same Fal&tahs are already sp(dcen of as- 
leaving taken possession of a Yarriba town on 
the borders of the river Moussa. Thvy had be«t 
de^^atched by Bollo from Socoatoo to coUeet 
the accustomed tribute fron die toitins of R)il»h 
and Alone (in Yarriba) ; but it ia said that tka^ 
inhabitants of the latter town shid their gatea 
against thuD, and dedturocl thcmaelvefl indepen- 
dent of the Fal&t^. On the return of the £b' 
appointed party throu^ BOi^ob, the King of 
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Kifima forbade any of his people iTom sdling 
tbem provisiona, and they were consequently 
•bliged to find tlieir way through this long and 
dreary wilderness without food. We lemaxkecE 
a great many holes which had been dug by these 
unfortunate men in the hope of finding a kind of 
wild yam, that abounds in the forest, besides the 
lemains of fires which they had kindled to dress 
this scanty for& No doubt they had been re< 
duced to a dreadful extremity before they could 
kill their slaves ; and pediaps the number oi 
victims has been greatly exaggerated ; for the 
natives, their enemies,, are fond of impressing 
strangers with the most unfavourable idea of their 
characters and dispositions, so that their stories 
are to be received with caution. We observed- 
the skeleton of one of the slaves by the way-side. 
After a long and tiresome journey under a' 
burning sun, we pitched our tent in the evening 
near a small stream. My brother was very ill, 
bis fever having returned with increased violence ; 
but he took no other medicine than a common 
Boda powder, as I was fearful of our progress 
being retarded. A storm gathered over our heads 
a few minutes after the tent had been fined, and' 
presently burst with terrific violence. While it 
lasted we were occupied with the thoughts of our 
forlorn condition. The deafening noise of the 
thunder as it echoed among the hills, the over 
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powering gl&re of the liglitning, the torrenta of 
rain and the violecne of tlie wind, were truly 
awfiiL The whole of our party, amounting to 
twenty, were collected in the tent for shelter from 
the storm, and in spite of the water which ran 
through it, contrived to sleep till morning. 

Tuesday, June 8lh. — We were obliged to lie 
in our wet clothes alt night, and the effects of 
^is were viBible on luy brother this morning. I 
endeavoured, in vain, to rally him, but he was 
scarcely able to stand. The lent was packed up 
in its wet state, and the carriers hastened onwards 
as fast as they could, for the proviBtona were con- 
sumed, and we were anxious to get to our journey's 
end without delay. This proceeds from Paakoe's 
negligence in having obtained only provisiona 
enough for one day instead of three. My brother 
and I lingered behind with old Paskoe and another 
of our men, and proceeded on at a very alow 
pace, for our horses were worn out with fatigue, 
and my brother's was quite lame. As ne advanced 
he became worse, till at length he waa completely 
overcome, and, to prevent falling off hia horsey 
dismounted, and laid down. There was no tree 
near us that would afford shelter from the aun, 
so with the aasiatance of our people I obtained 
Bome few branches, and formed a sort of bower, 
our horses' pads answering the purpose of a bed. 
The croaking of frogs indicated thai water was 

.Coo-;lc 
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kot far dittanl; tatd we soon pMCored Boaie. 
During the leat of the day my brother became 
wone, but the codneas of the avsning appeared 
to revive him a little. Oar ne^oiae-chect had 
been sent with the other thing*; I deqtatched 
Faskoe for it, but do not expect hu -rebun till 
to-morrow. In the neantime I weat into the 
wood, a»d ihot the only bicd I saw, which wu 
about the aize of a ■parrow. With this I ratuTHed, 
made a fin, uid psepareda little aoup in a half- 
pint cup, which we hod reterved for the purpoee 
of getting water from the Btreama, inatead of a 
cakUiaBfa. The soup was rather aoMvoary, itom 
want of salt, neTertheleBs it was of service to my 
brother; the flesh of the bird I divided between 
myeelf and my man, aa we were both weak irom 
want of food. We contrived to make a m«re 
KibBtaBtial habitation for my brother in the even- 
ing, of some stout bianchea of txeee, and thi^ehed 
it with long grass ; and lifted large fires r<nmd 
it to ke^ away the wild beasts. But neither of 
UB could sleep, for, independent of his illaesa, 
we were attacked by myriads of moiquitoes and 
buzzing flies. A prowling tiger was the only 
savage animal that af^roached near enough to be 
■een during the night. 

fVednetday, Jiate S^. — Notwi^tonding Ma 
bad night's rest, my brother had little fever on Mm 
thia morning ; m &ct he found hunaelf bo mmh 
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n^^d and ttrengriMsed, a»to be abk to go m 
«eaTch of our hmate, wloch had strayed from ua 
in tile night. Having foand Uiem, we imme- 
diately made the neceHary 3>TefAFations, and pro- 
ceeded on our joomey; and in an boor's time we 
descried Pashoe encroaching ub with five men, 
who brought db cera and ntUk, and litde eokes' 
made of pomided com and honey. The GoTemor 
«f Cooihf, the town to which we were going, had 
also kindly sent v% a borae and a hammock for 
ny brother. The aaimal was to carry my brother 
-over come rivulstB wliieji we Aould have to 
«rQBi, wbose banks were too Bteip and ru^ed for 
the hammock-men to perform that service. He 
thought hiimelf strong eoough to dttpnie with 
tfaeir asBiBtMBoe altogether, but acoepled the horse 
widi thaukfiilncflS. We all set forwnd together 
in goodepbitB ^bauthfil&paet ten in the moFning; 
and ,widi oecaaitmd hiMng for my brother to- 
rest faimsetf, we arrmd near Ceobly shortly after 
sunset, fritbout experieneing tin extraoidinnry 
fatigue we had anticipated. 

Outside the town is a VMt mintber of stmg- 
gling ^Utah hamlets, which are fauih an marshy 
ground. Oar attention was attraoled 1^ a rasit 
iMHnber of fire-fliee, which were sporting over a 
swamp, and, together with numerous little lights 
from tiie huts of the Filfctahs, bad a very pleasmg 
^peaiUBoe. During the jooin^ we cR>SBed 



Bevetal rivulets, and travelled over three or fout 
hills. The soil on the latter is scanty and sterile, 
but the valleys appealed fertile. The exhalations 
from decaying vegetable Bul»tanceB near Coobly 
were highly offensive ; and the air being like- 
wise impregnated in many places with a stroag 
odour umilar to that of musk, rendered it very 
disagreeable. 

Having wuted on the goversot to thank him 
for his attention, we were detained but a few mo- 
ments, and without having seen him we repaired 
to a hut that was assigned to us, where soon aflec 
my brother was seized with a return of the fever, 
more severe than the former. 

Thursday, June lOih. — The governor sent u& 
a bowl of rice, one of milk, two calabashes c^ 
butter, and a fine fat bullock. I was too anxiously 
and intently employed about my brother to mal^. 
a return fur his present, or to bestow my attention 
on any other matter, and therefore promised to 
visit him to-morrow. I administered ten grains 
of calomel to my brother, after which he fell into 
a kind of stupor and an insensibility to surround- 
ing objects, which did not leave him till this after- 
noon, when his reason returned. Towards the 
evening he became worse, and I expected every 
moment was liis last. During the few interval 
he had from delirium he seemed to be aware 
of his danger, and entered, into arrangements. 

" '^"•""s!' 
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respecting hie family concema. At this mo^ 
ment my feelings were of too painful a nature 
to be described. T^e unhappy fate of my late 
master. Captain Clapperton, cftme forcibly to my 
mind. I had followed him into this country where 
he penabed; I had attended him in his parting 
momenta ; 1 had performed the hut moumiid office 
for him which our nature requires, and the thought 
that I should have to go through the same aad cere- 
monies for my brother overwhelmed me with grief, 

Friday, June 1 1^ — Between eleven and twelve 
last night I rejoiced to find that my brother's ill- 
ness seemed to take a favourable turn, and towards 
the morning he became tranquil and firee from pain. 

Two messengers arrived from Booasb last night, 
and another on horaebock this morning, with a 
quantity of onions as a present from the queen. 
They were commanded by the king to await our 
departure from this town and escort us to the dty 
of Booss^, which is said to be two days' journey 
from Coobly, though we liad been given to under- 
stand it waa no more than a few hundred yards. 

The governor has been very importunate m hia 
desire for my brother to sell him one of his pia- 
tols ; and as we an in want of nothing so much 
as a horse, he offered it in exchange Ua the one 
my brother rode on Wednesday. He wouldrathet 
have given us a boy instead of the horse, but this 
did not satis^ us ; and at htat he consented to part 
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yriAi Ae aahnal, on condition >diat lome -liiflhtg 
MticlM flhoold be gttm vithtfae fitUA, wlseh was 
agreed to,.and'tlie iMzgain concluded. 

Baturdag, Jiau liU&>— M; brother'e hwllh U 
nqiiil^ retamkig. An (^ woam Applied to our 
lodgings to^ay for medic»e iktt Hould-ftoduce hw 
an eotnesNTBetaf teotfa; or,-Baid ilie, *if Lcaa 
M^y be BUf^iliad widi two lar^ and Btiong onM, 
I flhall be wiasfied wMi then.' ?^>woiDan was 
becwHDg ntharimpejtiiieiitiwfaen I ncomnnMded 
ber to proeoK tno inm oBeB^Tom-a bJaalnaiithi 
wUeh «> much tiiiq^oaMd her, that she went mmj 
m a pet Hie gomnoreapplia na artty day wiA 
abundance of mtlk and rice, 

Ooobiyis atanted en the itqie of a eone-ih(^>ed 
noMttain, irith a very iraoad base ; and nay be 
plainty ttivtiagniebed to the wsatmnd at Ae .£s- 
taace of above tfaiRy nike. We hare named few 
meostain, afier .our ami country, Mnmt Contwali, 
The town is foitified by a ititHig fence, nade by 
^nviag Btakes £iinly into tiie e»th, sad pbcing 
than ck)B^ together ; but DOtnidketaadiBg this 
<Meiice,'tlw Fid^tabs attat^nd and entered it about 
tam yeaia ago; linae which poied, it is aaid, the 
gOTCKioi ha* been in -the habit of pacing aa tat- 
Riial ttibate to Eiag Sello. Hie lubabhaBlB grow 
^juantilies of tice and com, though none of the 
latter is 'now to beprooured atanypiiee, owingto 
the traaohery and tapaciqr of tlu F^itahs, trk(^ 



when they quitted the towni'iMt enly csnied away 
all tbe e«niL that was in store, but tore np aad 
destroyed all that naa givwiug in the fields. Thg 
people, therefore, are but juBtTecovering fromthe 
electa of thiB ■nlicioiiB act Above a tbouiaiid 
Fal&tabs, it is «oiijectined, reside with tbe flocks and 
herds on the plains near the tovra of Coobly ; but 
thsy aievery different in their manners fram their 
marauding countrymen, and nnataia a firiendly 
mtercanrse with didrneigMMMas. 

Sundajf, .June ISti. — Last vqi^ht we were n* 
ailed by a thundsr-stonn, and the rain altered the 
xoofs of omr dwellings, and nearly inimdated us. 
My brotliei'a health still eentinties to improve. 
Although tlUB is the labtatii, I was obliged to 
«endPaakoein.thera«nnngto«DdewTOurto shoot 
a Giunea hen, l>ecauBe we ■were unable to procure 
any descrij^n of fowl frcHn Ae inhabitants, on 
leligtovs connderations : Ae old nan speedily re- 
kuued, faanogjfaeen.siicces^d; -gnat mimb«s of 
those hurds ahwmding in <he fieMs and wooda 
Bear the town, 

Monday, June 1414. — "Hie govemsT's oH wtfe 
zetumed from BooBtft -t&is nomi^, whither she 
had gone in quest of .three female ilaves, who had 
fled itMn her about a fintnight mu». 'She has 
brought the &gitiveB back widi her, and they are 
now confined in imna. As soon as Ae haatd of 
our being in the town, the old kdy sent us a sheep 
^nd a cahd)arii of hrniey, wUdi'we aooeptod; and 
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■b« Bhortly afkerwards paid us a visit in person, 
when we took the opportunity of returning her 
pregent. The old matron's establishment is sepa- 
rate and distinct from that of her husband, the 
governor, who has not the sUgbtest control over it. 
She is reported to have a multitude of slaves, and 
to be, in other respects, extremely opulent No 
one can surpass the governor in benevolence and 
general good humour, 

Tuetdajf, June Ibtk. — My brother, by the bless- 
ing of God, is now perfectly recovered from an 
illness that had nearly proved fatal to him. At 
an early hour this morning, we paid our respects 
to the hospitable governor, and quitted the town 
of Coobty. Our route was in a south-easterly 
direction ; and we travelled through a diick forest, 
over hills and through deep valleys till noon, when 
we halted for the day amidst the ruins of a large 
town, which, we are told, has recently been de- 
serted by its inhabitants. Near the remains of a 
wall, we perceived a human skull, and other bones, 
which had been bleached white by the sun. Thi» 
circumstance excited in us a desire to learn the 
fate of the former inhabitants of tl» town, and 
the reason of its present ruinous state. One of 
our messengers soon satisfied our ciurioaity, by 
informing us, that a short time ago the town was 
taken by surprise and pillaged by a large party of 
Falfitabs, who put to the sword all that made any 
resistance, and carried the remainder away widt- 



them as slaves. The niins are very extensive, 
and the population of the town must have been 
considerable. The plain whereon it stood is large, 
verdant, and eminently beautiAil, and is orna- 
mented with fine trees. The ruins are at present 
inhabited by a variety of birds, and a large troop 
of monkies; tlie latter walked away very com- 
posedly on hearing the report of one of our guns. 
Here one of the horses died ; the poor animal had 
been our fellow-traveller from Jenna: another is 
too weak to walk with us a mile further, so that' 
we shall be compelled to leave him behind, for we 
cannot make up our minds to destroy him ; and~ 
'the third cannot live many days. The affection' 
of these poor brutes towards each other ia most' 
extraordinary. The Boossii messeriger rode to a 
little village at a short distance from the ruins this' 
afternoon, and returned in about four hours with' 
an excellent mare, which he had borrowed of the~ 
governor for our use. In the evening we pitched 
the tent ; and our own men, with the carriers and 
messengers, having constructed little temporary 
grass huts for themselves, made lai^e fires all 
Found them, and retired to rest. 

Wednaday, June \6th. — A man on horseback 
arrived at our encampment before sunrise this 
morning, and looked round for a minute or two 
without dismounting. He neither explained his 
intentions, nor even uttered a syllable ; but when 
we wished to address him, he galloped off again 
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the Sana w>y he h^i corner We nifaer sujifnae 
^s horsanao to hare bees deapotchsd by tb* 
King oE BoDuk, Cor the purpow of aacertainiDg 
wbedier or not we wwe on the road, for we hear 
he awaitt ottr caamq willi moch anxiety. At bxk, 
A.11., we quitted our eneampiaeaitainon^ the ruioSf 
and contiiiued our joamey in excellent apirita. 
Tfaa coimtry was as- woody as any wltich we r^ 
membcx to hare teen, and tfae aoil, generally 
speaking, as diy and ■teril& We pateed die nuns 
of two 01 tfane deurted villa^B wlucb <»n^^y 
Btood near the polb-w«y ; and between nine and 
ten in the monang, weeubu^ a snng, pr^^ little 
town called Zalee, which, in the language of die 
country, nuaxa ' thread.' Thu town is unrounded 
by an excellent and well-built clay wall widt tac 
leta, which is by far the best tbnt we hare any- 
where loea, and outside of itia a broad. and deep 
moat. Zalee lies in a nch and ronantic valley, 
formed by. a gap in. a tripla range of elev^ed 
hills, wludi run frona eaat to weet "nie Fslitaba^ 
in hopes of plunder, eatend tlie town a year <a: 
two since whilst tka male poitioB of Its inhabitanta 
were chiefly at work in. the buab; but the wMnen 
having ^ven the (darm, diey returned to dteic homes 
inabody, and succeeded in expelUogtbeJBtilideis. 
before they had time to da any miacluef. 

The governor sent us a goat, a fowl, a calabadk 
of rice ; and a quantity of ci»n for the horsee* 
Zaite contains about a thousand inbahitaolfc. 
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TJtursdatf, Jtme 17th. — ^At the imud boKrtUs 
tnerniug we were on boTMbaeh, but tb» taidi* 
mes of oar messengMS ocoasioned sobk Ihtl» 
delay afteriwe hKl got beynitd the w^a. A heavy 
flfaower lasted for flome havH* duriag the night, 
yAieh filled the p«th thmugh the raUeys with 
waUr, so that traveUing was neither bo safe nor 
pleasant as we have foumil it to be. We- saw a 
snrpming number o£ land embs ob tbe road; 
Aeee animah are esteeaned as exceUeat eating' by 
ibe natives. At lune a. h. we observed fram an 
oninenee the Su^r-Ioaf Mountain, near Wowoi^ 
lying to thft ligjit of ow path, which, if we am 
not niistakm, was named ' George the-Fowth' by 
the late C^Aaili Clappertoa. One of the guides 
pointed ovt two hills on ovr left nJiich . could 
hardly be distinguished io conaequonee of thdr 
distance, and informed us that the city- of - Y&oorio 
Mands at their base. Our C4MWk from Zaiee was 
in a south-eatfwiy direction. Shoitiy after this 
we came to a fine extensive plain,, on which stood 
afewTeneiableandmsf^uAcent'tixeBi Humeroiia 
lierds of aatetopes were feeding, whieh, on hear- 
ing the report of ow guua, bounded over the platii 
in all directions. I^om hence we first beheld the 
city of Boossfa ; it lay directly before us, at the dis- 
tance of two or three mtles, and appeared to be 
formed of straggling clusters of huts. But what 
was our astonishment, on a nearer approach, to 
find Boossit standing on the main land, and not 
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on island in the Niger, «s represented by Captain 
Clapperton! We could discover nothing that 
could warrant such an assertion. At ten o'clock 
we entered the city by the western gateway, and 
dischai^^ our pieces aa the signal of our arrival: 
Alter having waited a few minutes, we were 
introduced to the king, whom we found in an inte- 
rior apartment of his residence, in company with 
tlie Afi'tBJrte, the title bestowed on his principal 
wife, or queen. They welcomed us to Boossil 
with every appearance of cordiality. They told us 
very gravely, and with rueful countenances, that 
lliey had both been weeping in the momibg for 
the death of Captain Clapperton, whose untimely 
end they would never cease to lament They 
might, it ia true, have been thus engaged ; but, 
as on our entrance we observed no outward signs 
of tears, we rather mistrusted their assertion. 
Faskoe having loitered behind, our conversation 
was limited to a few general remarks only; and 
having taken our leave of them, we repaired to a 
hut which had been selected for us. In the even- 
ing, rice and com, with several dishes 'of meat, 
fid). Etc., were sent us for supper. 

END or THE FIRST TOLUUB. 
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